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ENERGY ECONOMICS MEXICO 


DIAZ SERRANO ISSUES CAUTION ON NUCLEAR POWER 
Mexico City EXCELSIOR in Spanish 18 Aug 82 Sec A pp 7-8 
[Jorge Diaz Serrano commentary: "Life and History; Nuclear Power Plan"] 


[Text] Or Wednesday, 11 August, Alberto Escofet, director of the Federal Electricity 
Commission, was interviewed at the conclusion of the Interdisciplinary Meeting on 
Energy and Society, and clearly stated, among other important notions, that the 
nuclear electric program is viable and is on time to meet the targets set by the 
energy plan. He also remarked that the construction of nuclear plants would be 

as fast as the progress in the integration of the national industry and the train- 
ing of the human resources required by the project. 


"We have been pleased and encouraged by the fact that there is still concern for 
Mexico to have access to nuclear technology for the generation of electricity. 
This must be one of the first steps toward our becoming incorporated, in a timely 
manner, into the phase of energy transition which began significantly in the 
industrialized countries over 2 decades ago. 


"Unfortunately, nuclear energy came into existence with a negative mark. Because 
it is associated with destruction, the discovery of atomic fission has raised 
questions in the realm of ethics which have not been answered. 


"Hiroshima and Nagasaki left an indelible stain on the use of nuclear energy for 
military purposes; however, despite the horror, it has continued to be used for 
this purpose, as proven by the explosions of thermonuclear bombs in the Pacific 
islands, the Urals and the great United States deserts. 


"When Albert Einstein, the top-ranking human intellect and author of the theory of 
relativity, saw the photos of the destroyed Japanese cities, he said: "In the 
history of science, the manufacture of the atomic bomb is the most serious mistake 
made by scientists.' 


"Those responsible for the construction of that first nuclear device, including 
among others the Italian scientist, Enrico Fermi, the German physicist, James 
Franck, and the Hungarian physicist, Leo Szilard, attempted to oppose its military 
use, without success. 


"Tn the moral reconsideration involved in the discussion of this issue, the scien- 
tists admitted their share in the responsibility for the use that is made of their 














discovereies, because, as Niels Bohr commented, they are "simultaneously spectators 
and actors in the great drama of existence.' 


"But, of course, there is also the other side of the coin. Physicists today are 
more devoted to fundamental research and to the problems of the economic use of 
nuclear power than they are to military research. 


"Tt cannot be denied that there have been remarkable practical results, such as 
the production of radioisotope equipment which will improve health and increase 
food production. Atomic reactors are now operating in various parts of the world 
which have revolutionized the methods of obtaining energy. 


"Tt is not superfluous to point out that the use of electric power coming from 
nuclear power involves proper mechanisms that must guarantee not only the safety 

of the facilities to prevent contamination accidents such as have unfortunately 
occurred in other countries, but also accurate planning that will reduce to a mini- 
mum the danger of dependence on foreign countries to which we might succumb, since 
we do not possess the technology for uranium enrichment or heavy water production. 


"It is also important to ask ourselves whether we have sufficient financial capacity 
for nuclear electric development, and the skilled human resources for the operation 
thereof, or how we can obtain them without too much pressure on our economy. 


"We uphold the proposition that the financing should come from the hydrocarbons, 
based on very long term exchanges that will enable us to withstand the heavy but 
essential burden comfortably and, at the same time, integrate and orient our 
industries properly. And, as a supplement, there shou d be effective consultation 
with and information for the public on the decisions that are made, so that the 
risks inherent in handling them will not be manipulated in political discourse. 


"The militant ecologists describe the technology on which we are commenting as 
"hard' because of the dangers that it entails. In this connection, if we make a 
retrospective analysis, we would reach the conclusion that the risks which are 

run are proportionate to the complexity of the energy that is used. The wind 
energy that activated the sails of the 'clipper ships' which crossed the seas 
during the last century had a low index of danger, as did the energy obtained from 
corn which, during the colonial era, was channeled to the mines through brute 
force invested in traction, wherein the greatest danger to which the operator was 
exposed was that of receiving a good kick. 


"Man, not always concurrently, has created the opportunities for progress and its 
safe application. At one time, it was thought that Nobel's nitroglycerine would 
put an end to mankind; but the evaluation of its use has shown positive results. 


"The industrial safety measures are a conquest made by orzanization and method. 
And it is through them that the accident rates have been cut, even in highly 
complex activities. 


"The process of mass industrial development of new energy sources that will replace 
the ones we know could take up to 100 years. It befits us to recall that the 











extraordinary,truly remarkable development of the peaceful uses of nuclear energy 
is only 40 years old, and has succeeded in supplying only 2 percent of the energy 
consumed in the world today. We need at least a time span of 100 years, and if we 
use that period with great skill, it will be possible to have a smooth, calm 
transition. However, if we do not generate sufficient hydrocarbons for that 100- 
year period, and if we do not develop new sources of energy, such as the nuclear 
source, during that interval, the world will have to undergo far more difficult 
times, and we are talking about hunger and wars, before it can again reach a 
standard of living similar to the one we know today." 


2909 
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COUNTRY SECTLON 


INTER-AMERICAN AFFAIRS 


CARIBBEAN AGRICULTURAL ECONOMISTS GIVEN DEVELOPMENT PLAN 


Bridgetown ADVOCATE-NEWS in English 10 Aug 82 p 3 


[Text] 


PORT-OF-SPAIN, Trinidad, 
Monda (CANA) _ 
Grenadian economist Alister 
Mcintyre has suggested that 
Caribbean governments 
consider bolder policies and 
actions to improve their vital 
agricultural sectors. 

‘“‘The governments should 
consider making the rural 
sector the number one priori 
for developmert in the 1980s,’ 
Mr. Mcintyre told the 16th 
West Indian § Agricultural 
Economics Conference, held 


ere. 

‘‘They will need to go 
beyond the usual policy 
package for agriculture- 
oriented prices, credit ex- 
tension and so on. They should 
consider a number of bolder 
policies and actions.” 

Mr. McIntyre is a former 
Secretary-General of the 
Caribbean Community and 
Common Market 
(CARICOM). He is now 
Deputy Secretary-General of 
the United Nations Conference 
on Trade and Development 
(UNCTAD). He addressed the 
Trinidad meeting in a private 


cope. 

he bolder policies and 
actions he listed were: A shift 
in the internal terms of trade 
in favour of agriculture by 
removal of price controls in 
those territories where they 
still rise, and the deliberate 
use of fiscal instruments for 
re-distributing income in 
favour of the agricultural 
sector. 


) 


—Massive programmes of 
techm:al and _ vocational 
training to meet the skill and 
management requirement of 
high productibility 
agriculture. 

—Accelerated development 
of rural infrastructure, water 
in some areas; flood control in 
others. Feeder roads, storage 
improvements in farm to port- 
airport transportation 
systems and crop insurance. 

—Systematic development 
of the rural manufacturing 
and services sectors to 
produce agricultural inputs, 
such as farm equipment, 
agricultural chemicals 
packing materials and to 
provide ancillary services. 

—Major improvements in 
rural amenities, especially 
housing, health, services 
cultural and recreational 
activities, etc. 

—Upgrading of agricultural 
education and training, with 
greater emphasis in the 
curricula on _ technology, 
engineering and management 
particularly costing and cost 
conirol. 


-—Making land reform the 
central element in the policy 
package, creating a new 
generation of farmers on 
economic units—businessmen 
not peasants. 

He suggested the Caribbean 
start first with government- 
owned lands. In many 
Caricom countries govern- 
ment are today the largest 








landowners in the country, 
Mr. McIntyre stated 


Said the economist: ‘“‘If the 
CARICOM countries are to 
succeed with such a strategy. 
the international donor 


commiunity—both bilateral 
and abiledoned donors —will 
have to respond generously 
with siructural adjustment 
loans on soft and intermediate 
terms, particularly to finance 
the development of physical 
infrastructure and skills.” 


The economist said that in a 
scheme for improvin 
agriculture the reginal foo 
m should be the main focus. 


The plan was drawn up by 
(CARICOM Government's to 
help them slash their high food 
import bill. 


“I have been arguing for 
some time that the regional 
food plan should be the cen- 
trepiece of integration 
strategy in the region,”’ he 
said. “A number of actions 
need to be taken to achieve 
this goal: 

Bring quickly to the im- 
plementation stage _ the 
projects already identified 
with respect to beef and dairy, 


small livestock, poultry 
breeding and fisheries. 

Rescue the corn-soya 
project in Guyana, and bring 
on stream the other corn, 
legume and vegetable 
projects. 
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—Further increase _ the 
capital of the CFC (Caribbean 
Food Corporation, and en- 
courage the corporation to 
step up its work on finding 
joint-venture partners.” 


Mr. MclIntyre said: ‘“‘It is 
now generally accepted that 
the prospects for most of the 
traditional agricultural ex- 
ports are not good. 

‘‘In the majority of 
CARICOM countries, sugar 
and bananas are dying. All 
one can hope for is an orderly 
transition, particularly in 
terms of redevelopment of the 
labour force. 

“The prospects for some of 
the minor crops, such as Blue 
Mountain coffee in Jamaica, 
are reasonably good.” 


He acknowledged that crop 
diversification has been a 
problem for Caribbean 
islands since emancipation, 
but said he believed that the 
market for _ horticultural 
products, exotic fruits and 
vegetables would be exploited. 

‘Jamaica is the only 
Caribbean country to start 


exploiting this trade-albeit in 
a very small way being 
responsible for some US$0.5 
million of OECD 
(Organisation for 
EconomicCo-operation in 
Development) imports in 
1980," he said. 

Mr. McIntyre said that 
large-scale production and 


exporting of these goods would 
need working capital, modern 


technology, management, and 
a skilled labour force. ‘‘It 
virtually requires the in- 
dustrialisation of the 
agricultural  sector,”’ he 
Sta 


‘‘A major problem will be 
the employment effects. If 
international experience is 
any guide the impact on direct 
employment is likely to be 
small, altho indirect 
employment, effects on the 
manufacturing and _ service 
sectors could be important. 

“One of the tasks of 
Caribbean economic planning 
must be to draw up a 
programme for development 
in this sector which will 
identify-the precise cost and 
benefits of such develop- 
ment,’’ he stated. 

The economist also referred 
to the high levels of food 
imports in the Caribbean. 

“"The Caribbean countries 
continue to be large importers 
of food...it is possible that in 
1980 total imports of food from 
all sources exceeded (/*$/00 
million,’’ he said. 

**...The bulk of food imports 
continues to be concentrated 
on cereals, meat, dairy 
products, and fish. 

‘‘Despite the efforts th.at 
several governments have 
been making, we have not yet 
managed to make a major 
impact on the food problem !n 
particular, the regional food 
plan and its oe: ement:n 
agency, the Caribbean F 
Corporation have still not fully 
got off the ground.” 











COUNTRY SECTION INTER*AMERTCAN AFFATRS 


LONDON-BASED WIC SPEARHEADS DRIVE FOR AID TO ST LUCIA 


Bridgetown ADVOCATE-NEWS in English 16 Aug 82 p 3 





[text] 


CASTRIES, St. Lucia, 
Sunday, (AP) — A major 
effort to mobilize economic 
and other forms of assistance 
in Britain for St. Lucia is bein 
launched by the London-ba 
West India Committee (WIC). 

Two WIC officials, Chair- 
man Robert De Pass and 
Director David Jessop, have 
ended a three-day visit here 
during which they conferred 
with government and private 
sector leaders. 

The initiative to lobby 
assistance for St. Lucia 
whose economy has declined 
significantly in recent years, 
is part of a new thrust by the 
WIC to be in the forefront of 
development efforts in the 
Eastern Caribbean. 


Jessop said the committee 
has changed its focus sub- 
stantially from its earlier 
days, when it was mainly 
concerned with the interests of 
British merchants who 
traditionally traded in the 
Caribbean. 

We are basically an 
organisation that brings 
together commercial interests 
both in the United Kingdom 
and the Caribbean and seeks 
to find ways in which we can 
assist in the development of 
the region, J said. 

Jessop said WIC view is that 
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trade can not take place 
without a strong Caribbean, 
which means economic 
development. 

Since he took over as 


director, Jessop said, the WIC 
was placing major emphasis 
on the development needs of 
the Caribbean, particularly 
the Lesser Develo 

Countries which are going 
through an economic crisis. 

The WIC, he said, was now 
talking about finding ways to 
increase investments, joint 
ventures and direct par- 
ticipation in the region. 

At the moment, St. Lucia is 
one of the eo ge mage — 
interests ing the week, 
Pass ee met Prime 
Minister John Compton and 
representatives of the private 
sector, including the Chamber 
of Commerce to determine 
exactly what St. Lucia’s 
development needs were to 
bring it back on the road to 
economic prosperity. ; 

Jessop said we had detailed 
discussions with the govern- 


‘ment and the private sector to 


specifically try to identify 
areas in which we can en- 
courage British investment in 
joint ventures. | 

He said the visit was very 
much preliminary, to be 
followed up later by another to 


talk in greater details. 

One immediate result of the 
mission, however, is that the 
WIC is to substantially step up 
its activity in lobbying on 
behalf of St. Lucia in 
Britain on the political level, 
Jessop said. 

He added: ‘‘Its pointless the 
British government or any 
other government paying lip 
service to supporting the St. 


Lucia Government if they are 
not prepared to come with 
direct cash aid at this ume. 
And when Compton goes to 
London shortly for the 
Commonwealth Finance 
Ministers’ Conference, Jessop 
added, the WIC would coor- 
dinate jointly with the Eastern 
Caribbean mission in Landon, 
= number of opportunities for 
the St. Lucian leader to speak 
to British investors and to 
make a major political speech 
to diplomats and polliticians. 
WIC, he said, would also 
arrange for a British 
parliamentary delegation to 
visit St. Lucia next January. 
Another WIC undertaking 
from which St. Lucia 1s ex- 
ted to benefit is a Carib- 
oo Basin Conference to b 
held in London on October 28. 
Jessop said this meeting will 
consider British private sector 
responses to the Caribbean 
Basin Initiative. 








COUNTRY SECTION 


INTER=-AMERI CAN AFFA LKS 


ACP OFFICIAL INTERVIEWED, NOTES AFRICAN TRADE POTENTIAL 


Nassau THE TRIBUNE in English 19 Aug 82 pp l, 9 


[Article by Natasha Chea] 


(rext] 


CARIBBEAN _ countries, 
including the Bahamas, should 
develop “direct export links” 
with African countries to 
expand their trade, and lessen 
Atrica’s buying cost of African, 
Curibbean and _ Pacific 
products. 

This proposal was made by 
Mr Okelo Odongo, 
Secretary-General of the ACP 
Group of states, in an interview 
with The Tribune Tuesday. 

“There is room for the 
Bahamas exporting its rum 
directly to African countries, 
instead of the Afmcan 
countries getting the rum from 
L-urope. The rum should be sent 
directly to the ACP countries 
because it will be cheaper and 
it will expand, the Bahamas’ 
rum trade,” said Mr Odongo. 

‘*Goods from other 
Caribbean countries _ like 
Jamaica, Barbados’ and 
Trinidad and Tobago, bypass 
African countries for Europe. 
Ships could stop there ... these 
goods all have potential in 
African countries,” he said. 

Mr Odongo also said that 
there is potential for 
co-operation between the 
Bahamas and many of the 
African countries, “in the 
exchange of ideas, technology 
and particularly, in the area of 
tourism.” 


Mr Odongo’s visit to the 
Bahamas is a part of his first 
Caribbean meeting tour to 
discuss ACP-EEC matters. 
Before coming to Nassau 
Sunday, he went to Jamaica, 
Trinidad and Tobago and 
Barbados. 

“The purpos. o/ my visit is 
to personally see the efforts 
that are being made by the 
Caribbeam countries. in 
achieving economic and social 
development. And I always 
wanted to get personally 
acquainted with their 
problems,” he said. 

Citing Jamaica, he said that 
country is having problems 
with the cost of labour for 
sugar and banana production, 
and diseases affecting the 
banana industry. 

“There is the same problem 
in Trinidad and Tobago and 
the government has to 
subsidize producers and 
consumers. In Barbados, there 
is a scarcity of labour to work 
on the sugar plantations and 
the labour is costly.” 

Mr Odongo said that the 
ACP countries were trying to 
regain the Caril 2an banana 
market in Europe. 

“Hurricane Allen destroyed 
Caribbean crops and South 
America bananas took over 











Caribbean’s. 
Caribbean bananas have 
suffered because South 
America is dominating the 
market in Europe and we are 
demanding that the market be 
or to the Caribbean,” he 
said. 


trom the 


Another reason for the 
decline in the Caribbean 
banana market could be 


because some _ people in 
European countries “consider 
ACP products inferior because 
we do not use sophisticated 
ways of packaging fruits or 
colouring them,” he said. 

Mr Odongo also said that 
during his talks with Caribbean 
ministers they discussed ways 
to improve the weak areas in 
the Convention. 

“I was also sounding the 
countries on ideas for the next 
Convention, such as improving 
weak areas like trade. There 
tends to have been a fall in 
ACP exports to EEC countries 
and we are trying to determine 
and correct this. 
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**Also, what kind of 
structure the intra-ACP 
Corporation should have and 
how we can build’ more 
solidarity and trade among the 
ACP countries themselves.” 

According to Mr Odongo, 
the ACP are moving to a new 
Convention, and _ discussions 
with the EEC begin in July of 
next year. 

*‘We are in the middle stages 
of Lome 2 and we would like to 
do better. The funds invested 
in the ACP vountries are 
coming in slowly from the 
EEC. It may be _ because 
investors in the EEC countries 
are not confident enough 


about investing in the A€P 
countries. 

‘the Lome Convention was 
made to achieve economic and | 
social development for ACP 
i;countries through the 
co-operation with the EEC 10 
imember states, which also give 
‘the ACP products duty-free 
jentry into the EEC. 











COUNTRY SECTION ARGENTINA 


CORRESPONDENT ASSESSES ‘DIPLOMATIC BATTLE' FOR FALKLANDS 
Buenos Aires LA NACION in Spanish 18 Aug 82 pp l, 3 


[Article by special correspondent Ovidio Bellando: "A New Stage in the Diplomatic 
Battle] 


[Text] Brasilia--The visit to Brazil, which Foreign Minister Aguirre Lanari reached 
after a / and a half hour flight from Santo Domingo, just in time to be met by 
President Figueiredo, is part of the terms of the diplomatic battle that has been 
undertaken over the Malvinas. 


The previous trips to Venezuela and the Dominican Republic, where he attended the 
turnover of the presidential office, were, as his visit to Uruguay had been, 
personal interventions in the preparatory phase of this battle which appears to 
be intense. 


From Santo Domingo, the foreign minister brought the assurance that a certain 
sector of the international community, with a power for conviction in many forums, 
which until recently had been persistently critical of our governmental system, 
has now chosen to back Argentina, owing to its agreement with what is permanent, 
as sovereignty is. 


The Socialist International 


It should be noted that, in the politicized Caribbean republic, there was the 
cream of the Socialist International which, after the fact, began to reconsider 
its position toward us and to really practice the ideological pluralism it was 
only proclaiming then. 


But let us move to the importance of the presence involved in Aguirre Lanari'> 
visit to Brazil, highlighted by the gesture of General Figueiredo, who violated 
protocol to talk with the Argentine foreign minister before the latter did so 
with his counterpart. 


Today, Figueiredo is starting a tour of the interior section of the country, and 
he did not want to miss receiving the authorized representative visiting him. 


What was the meeting like? What topics were discussed? Did the visitor suggest 
a certain amount of emphasis on the mention of the Malvinas that the president 











will make when he opens (as Brazil does every year) the United Nations General 
Assembly? 


The New Latin American Consciousness 


Understandably, Foreign Minister Aguirre Lanari's responses were marked by 


complete professionalism: "cordial meeting, general agreement, shared identities" 
were the responses. 


The foreign minister does not believe that diplomacy should conceal its goals, 


but for the present he deems it unfitting to disclose what the Strategy for 
attaining them will be. 


Furthermore, Itamarati's best tradition was shown yesterday, in the response given 
by Foreign Minister Ramiro Saraiva Guerreiro to Aguirre Lanari, during the dessert 
following the magnificent dinner tendered in his honor. 


Our minister of foreign relations had spoken about the expansion of the multila- 
teral contacts in the region based on the Argentine-Brazilian friendship. His 
host responded that the recent events have prompted us to consider the advent of a 
new consciousness in Latin America, adding that, in South America, progress is 
being made toward the achievement of a unity of principles and interests. 


Continuance in the Unity? 

The international agencies may provide more details on the statements made by 
each foreign minister, regarding both the arrival and he departure from the 
Planalto Palace, following the meeting with President Figueiredo and also upon 


the arrival at Itamarati, where the dinner was held. 


On all occasions, the perfect coordination of the Argentine-Brazilian friendship 
was in evidence. 


Now it befits us to ask ourselves, and leave the answer for the future: 
Will Argentina stand to gain from these Latin American ties in the Malvinas issue? 
It may perhaps be suitable to add another question to this one: After the goal 


has been attained, will everything return to what it was before, or will there 
really be a continuation of genuine Latin American unity? 
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COUNTRY SECTION ARGENTINA 


SCHOENFELD SCORNS UN NEGOTIATION EFFORTS ON FALKLANDS 
Buenos Aires LA NACION in Spanish 17 Aug 82 p 7 


[Article by Manfred Schoenfeld: "This Is a Time When Argentina Should Act With 
More Principle Than Ever" ] 


[Text] Not allowing the issue of the Malvinas to merely fall into oblivion is an 
imperative national priority. The unfortunate part is that such a danger could 
exist, after all that has happened. We think that it actually does, and that 

there are many people, perhaps entire sectors, that want no further discussion 

of the matter as soon as possible: for example, those who made the inconceivable 
political decision of considering that the defeat in a battle must inevitably turn 
into the defeat of an entire country; or those who bear the responsibility (profes- 
sional and moral) for that lost battle; or those who exerted pressure to force the 
internal front to yield, whether prompted by their own fears or because that 

suited their interests, interests of a political, partisan or economic nature. 


If we apply the simple legal axiom of the ancient Romans, called "cui bono?" (who 
benefits?), we shall understand that there are many, surprisingly many, who bene- 
fited from the defeat at Puerto Argentino; and that now, understandably, they do 
not have the slightest desire for the issue to crop up again, either too often 

or too overtly. 


The Return to the UN 


Hence,the more than mild solution of taking (rather, we should say, attempting to 
take again) the issue of the Malvinas to the United Nations is a discreet way of 
getting rid of the problem: something like exporting it, 50 that it may once more 
start revolving through the corridors of those who are lobbying, through the 
committees, and through the hollow sounding boards that are the so-called inter- 
national forums. 


After all, it had been there for so many years, so well cared for and without 
bothering anyone. Why not make it return after first issuing some forceful state- 
ments, so as to be at peace with our own conscience, and later turn to something 
else? 
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Survey and Adoption of a Plan 


To think that the United Nations, the Decolonization Committee, the Nonaligned 
Movement or even the combined Latin American nations will resolve the matter for 
us is, of course, at this stage of events and after the experience that the 


country has undergone, something more than a mistake or an illusion: it is a 
deception. 


We are not opposed (inasmuch as Argentina is a member of the United Nations) to 
having the issue established there, among other measures, as someone has said, 
"for the record." But that is all. 


We must not expect anything more than a merely formal effect from such an establish- 
ment, If we were to expect that, we would be wasting time. Those who urge us to 
expect it (for example, if they are Argentine officials or diplomats) would incur 
the serious blame for misguiding national opinion. 


The first thing that should be done is to make a new survey of the situation. 
Based on the findings to which such a survey leads, a plan of action must be 
adopted that will have to be implemented without delay. 


Speaking very generally, that survey would teach us that, on the one hand, the 
situation has become more difficult from the Argentine standpoint, but that it 
also offers some advantages which it lacked previously. That is, it must be 
realized, if the Argentine authorities are willing to make use of those advantages 
and to interpret them as such. 


The fact that the situation is more difficult than it was before is so obvious 
that it need not be demonstrated. Previously, there were about 40 marines on the 
islands and other small garrisons on the rest of the southern archipelagos. Now, 
that entire insular territory of ours has been converted into strongholds mounted 
by invading troops. They may not be able to remain there forever, but they are 
there for the present. 


The Advantage of the Break 


The main advantage that the change has brought us (by way of a reverse of that 
disadvantageous obverse due to our politicomilitary iroperativeness) lies in the 
fact, per se, of the break with London. During the period of over 15 years when 
the Argentine-British negotiations dragged on unproductively, a severe confronta- 
tion never occurred, because neither of the two sides wanted to expose itself to 
a break. 


Now the break is a fact, a fact which affects the British more than us, because 
(as we noted on constant occasions during the course of .ne armed conflict, but 
the Argentine Government never made full use of that advantage) there are greater 
British interests that can be harassed in Argentina than there are Argentine 
interests that can be harassed in the United Kingdom. 


Therefore, we are making a mistake (at the very outset, after the cease-fire that 
was never formalized) when we declare that we are willing to negotiate. That good 
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will and attitude offer the British Government the exact gage and reflection of 
our internal weaknesses: in other words, the weakness of those who put their 
vested or sectorial interests ahead of those of the country and who, naturally, 
wanted to see the entire package of bonds between Argentina and Great Britain 
"unfrozen" as soon as possible, without considering that this is tantamount to 
going along with London. 


Because what will the British give us in exchange for that? For the present, with 
a typical reaction of clever negotiators, they have given a cool retort to our 


good will for negotiations; that is to say, they assume the guise of one who wants 
to be coaxed. 


That is exactly the attitude (not the guise, but the real attitude) which we 

should have assumed, which we should be assuming. No negotiations with people who, 
during many years of prior negotiations, graciously accepted from us concession 
after concession, and never gave us anything in exchange for them. 


But, obviously, there are interests among our own commercial, banking, insurance 
and other sectors which view with fear an overly prolonged state of anomaly with 
respect to any of the leading financial markets of the Western world (and, needless 
to say, London is one), or with respect to any of the great industrial powers, such 
as Britain is also. And from their standpoint, the aforementioned advantage of a 
break is quite the contrary: it is a serious disadvantage, come what may with the 
distant southern archipelagos, their future and their sovereignty. 


Fundamental Standards of Conduct 


There are some fundamental standards of conduct that a country cannot forget, 
even under the least normal of governments (such as ours). One of them is that, 
at the very time of weakness, it must cling more steadfastly than ever to a prin- 
ciple that brooks no excuse. 


According to this kind of principle, Argentina cannot simply negotiate with Great 
Britain now as it started negotiating in 1966; that is, as if nothing recent had 
happened and as if there were up for discussion an ancient disagreement with 
historical roots which, with a little good will, a little constructive pragmatism 
and a little optimism and trust in the integrity of the opposing side, could be 
considered (tacitly, it must be understood) a topic of discussion for experts in 
the past, but which, for immediate practical purposes, simply was not discussed 
because the issue was focused "with an eye to the future." 


That was what was done, what was justifiably fitting to do in 1966. But we av-e 
not in 1966 now; we are in 1982, a year in which thousands of Argentine homes 
were put in mourning or traumatized by British colonialism. 


Under these circumstances, we can no longer afford to be goordnaturedly pragmatic. 


We have the obligation, the ineluctable moral obligation, to be people of prin- 
ciple, ironclad people of principle. 


2909 
CSO: 3010/2236 


13 














COUNTRY SECTION ARGENTINA 


CHURCH DOCUMENT ON POLITICAL SITUATION, REACTIONS 
Text of Document 
Buenos Aires LA NACION in Spanish 17 Aug 82 p % 


[Text] Following is the complete text of the bishops' document entitled "Path of 
Reconciliation": 


I. Hard Times 

1. The visit made by Pope John Paul II, "a pilgrim of hard times," against any 
consideration based on merely human discretion, was a true grace from God to our 
people. His paternal figure and prophetic words evoked the joyful support of the 
people, expressed in spontaneous, intense prayer at heavily attended gatherings 
marked by sincere brotherhood. The magnitude of this race and the seriousness of 
our country's situation require of us Argentine bis! ops a reflection, albeit brief, 
continuing that made by us on other occasions, particularly in the document "Church 
and National Community." it is our intention, now confirmed by the Pope's remarks, 
to be of service for reconciliation and peace. We are convinced that Christian 
faith, in harmony with love of country, is a guarantee that the Argentine people 
are maintaining their fortitude, to rise from a certain amount of dejection which 
has certainly not been caused by the recent military adversity alone, but also by 
older and more persistent wounds in the political, social and economic realms. 


2. The war, that phenomenon which, for reasons that lie on both sides, ends up by 
being "absurd and always unjust" (John Paul II, at Ezeiza, No 5), and which moved 
people with differing views, has nevertheless highlighted great values that seemed 
to be dormant and, at the same time, has shown in all their grossness the evils 
that have been eroding the nation for many decades. The citizens’ general consen- 
sus regarding the cause of the nation's territorial integrity, the desire to parti- 
cipate therein with a sacrifice of goods and even life icself, the voluntary defer- 
ment of just social demands while the emergency lasted and the manifestations of 
Latin American solidarity were expressions of fundamental values comprising the 
national culture. However, the evil of discord has been manifested with undreamed 
of seriousness at the very time when unity was most urgently needed and most expect- 
ed from the leadership cadres. This evil will affect the very essence of the 
nation, 4s a community, with extremely serious consequences, if it is not averted 
in time and in depth. 











3. How can we make the great values of our people produce the desired results of 
harmony, justice and liberty that will make this country a haven of peace and 
progress for all its children? 


The grievous situations that have been created must be viewed in the light of faith 
in Christ, in whose hands lie the destinies of individuals and peoples. 


We Christians reread events from the standpoint of the mystery of the cross. We 
do not believe that the last word is death, but rather life; and that, therefore, 
the very misfortunes of the Argentine people are destined to be transformed, by 
our responsibility, into the beginning of reconciliation among the citizens. Just 
as, from the cross, considered the supreme ignominy (Galatians 3:13), the glory of 
Jesus Christ began to shine, so too, from the current sin of discord and injustice, 
the light of harmony and justice can begin to shine in our country. 


II. A Reconciled Nation 


4. We Argentine bishops, in the name of God, our Lord, want to offer our brothers 
and fellow citizens the words and ministry of reconciliation (John Paul II, to the 
Bishops,Nos 8-10). The best intentions for national reconstruction would be no 

more than fleeting if they were not based on fundamental truths. It is unnecessary 
to repeat them again in detail, as we did in the document "Church and National 
Community." However, it befits us to proclaim them again in their brief essence. 


We must construct on truth, particularly on recognition of the reality of man as the 
image of God. "At a time when the Argentine community is seeking to reconstruct 
itself so as to progress with maturity toward its future, it is unavoidable to 
start with the search, at all times renewed and, if necessary, corrected, for an 
authentic concept of the individual" (Church and National Community, No 38). We 
repeat today to all Argentines what the Pope told us in Lujan: "Continue to grow 

in faith and in love for man" (No 8). 


5. The truth of man as the image of God is projected concretely in two fundamental 
affirmations: that of his personal dignity, and that of his calling to live in a 
community. The dignity of man is founded not on the state, but on the Creator; his 
origin does not lie in power, money, science or any human authority, but rather in 
God. For the same reason, it is found in every man, however sinful he may be. 

The Christian conscience recognizes it particularly in the poor and suffering person, 
because "the word of revelation and the light of faith enable us to discover, 

through the passion of Christ, the elevation of man and the fullness of his dignity" 
(at Lujan, No 5). 


6. The human community, for its part, an origin and goal of the individual, enables 
the latter to fulfill his own dignity. Just like the family, the civil community is 
a gift for the individual. We receive it even before choosing it; or, rather, it 
receives us in its midst. Therefore, it demands, primarily, our appreciation and 
affection, not protest. In contemplating the visage of our nation, in which we 
note the signs of so much division, we are not ashamed to recognize in it the 
nation that God gave us in time as a gift, so that we might make the journey to 

the final city of heaven. The country, mother of all those who inhabit its land, 
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is entitled to demand today of all its children a renewed affection, consisting 
not so much of expressions of festive patriotism, but of traversing the paths 
that will lead to national reconciliation, however rough they may be, through the 
vigorous exercise of truth, justice, liberty and love. 


7. The Argentine bishops, in calling for national reconciliation, are persuaded 
that it is not merely a matter of achieving reconciliation among views on the 
political organization of the country, but rather of curing an enmity that has been 
taking control of the spirit of many Argentines. This enmity has been manifested 
increasingly: the aloofness among social sectors and political groups, the incli- 
nation to exclude one's opponent, the positive banishment of the latter, even 

going so far as to eliminate him violently. Since the nation is the result of 
social friendship, all these signs of enmity are disturbing, because they attack 
the very consistency of the country. 


The reconciliation of which we speak does not entail uniformity of minds, focusing 
with the same opinion on all aspects relating to the country's organization. In 
addition to being impossible, that would be damaging to the nation. National 
reconciliation is aimed primarily at the heart of the people who have been torn 
apart. To achieve it, each individual must mollify his own spirit, setting aside 
hatred; must have the courage to make a sincere self-criticism, admitting his own 
mistakes; must formulate with deeds the desire not to exclude, arbitrarily and 
unjustly, anyone fron the right to participate in running public affairs (ICN, No 
118); must encourage sincere, rational dialog as the only acceptable weapon for 

the political struggle which, rather than aiming at the defeat of the opponent, 
tends to achieve harmony of views and desires; must assm> an attitude of fraternal 
tolerance toward those who may be mistaken or who may i.ive harmed us, attempting to 
seize the initiative for associating with them again; must exercise justice with 
uprightness and truth, and without a spirit of revenge; and must foster sentiments 
of clemency in the application of punishment for the crimes committed, until it 
results in sincere pardon, which has its own place, not only in individual relations 
but in social ones as well. 


8. Reconciliation interpreted as a restitution of national unity is a task for all 
the citizens combined, and for each group, according to its specific function in 

the society. We must, therefore, make the effort to place each of the sectors 

(rural people, workers, business owners, military, professionals and cultured 
persons) in the legal context of the nation, from the standpoint of the exercise 

of their rights and the fulfillment of their obligations, and also with their corres- 
ponding political projection, "this being interpreted as a careful solicitude for 

the common welfare" (Laborem Exercens, No 20). 


Each sector of the society, for its part, must keep itself within the bounds of its 
proper limits. "The essential meaning of the state as a political community 
consists of the fact that the society, and those compris**g it, the people, are 

the sovereigns of their own destiny. This meaning is not fulfilled if, instead of 
the exercise of power through the moral participation of the society or the people, 
we witness the imposition of power on the part of a certain group on all the other 
members of the society" (Redemptor Hominis, No 17). Just as the social teaching 

of the Church rejects a totalitarianism of the proletariat (Octogessima Adveniens, 
26, 32-34), it also excludes the monopoly of political power by any other sector 

of the nation, however majority, powerful or enlightened it may be. 


16 











9. The task of making the nation, and achieving its reconciliation which is incum- 
bent on everyone, cannot be accomplished if it is confined to theoretical statements, 
but rather when, through the commitment of all its members, individuals and groups, 
it is put into practice with steadfastness, perseverance and solidarity. The words 
of our Lord, Jesus Christ, may apply here also: “Anyone who hears these words and 


does not put them into practice will be like the foolish man who built his house 
on sand" (Matthew 7:26). 


10. Reconciliation requires truth, even though it may be painful at times; because 
to hide it would prevent the curing and health of the nation. Since truth is never 
in the service of war, but rather of reconciliation and peace, it must always 

bring about one's own conversion. It must be proclaimed without bitterness, 
received with humility and detachment, matured with integrity and accepted with 
love and courage. Passion for the truth is an honor for individuals and peoples. 
We Argentines must vindicate ourselves of our great problems by telling the objec- 
tive truth insofar as we are able. We must all agree to enter a "state of conver- 
sion," so that each one may be a guarantee of the "state of law." 


11. In the dialog on national reconstruction, a decisive significance is held by 
the political parties, which in our system are the ones responsible for channeling 
the different potential options. In order to discharge with honor the historic 
mission commended to them, in addition to admitting and renouncing their past mis- 
takes, they must announce clearly and sufficiently ahead of time their aspirations 
and programs, and their notions of the individual, in his economic, social, poli- 
tical, educational and religious aspects. Everyone has a right to be informed. 
The citizens cannot be asked for a "blank check." 


12. The parties will be entitled to confidence only if the individuals proposed are 
truly people of political ability and moral integrity, which includes impartiality 
and unselfishness. Hence, the parties must be trustworthy not only on account of 
their programs, but also for the ethical quality of their members. 


13. The decision of the national authorities to restore institutional order is a 
measure that has merited the consensus of the majority of the people, who see in 

it a recognition of their own rights. All of us citizens must commit ourselves 
with a clearcut and firm desire to support this progress toward the full enforce- 
ment of the state of law, based on the fundamental law of the nation which, despite 
its limitations, helped to organize our political society in the midst of a situa- 
tion that was as critical as ours, or more so. To destroy or thwart this process 
of institutionalization would be tragic for the future of the republic. 


14. Each and every one of us Argentines bears a responsibility, along with the 
leaders of the country and the political parties. We must take an interest in 
public affairs, and become qualified to participate in the representation thereof. 
Participation in the elections, particularly the forthcoming ones, which will be 
critical to the country's reconciliation, is a civic,and hence a moral obligation. 
Not to comply with it would mean waiving our own rights and failing to meet our 
obligations to the fellow citizens who expect to be backed and defended by others. 
It is an obligation to choose rationally and widely among the candidates who, 
because of their political ideas and their conduct, will guarantee the just aspira- 
tions of the Argentine people. Acting or the basis of blind feelings, the apathy 
of tradition or a sectarian spirit must be banished from the political struggle. 
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15. in the planning for the coming elections, it befits us to foster every possible 
exercise of democracy, the public, open discussion of national problems and the 
organization of political forces. We must not discredit with the label of demagogy 
or populism the necessary, sincere interest in the people's welfare. We deem it 
feasible and timely to lift the martial law. Democracy as a life style essentially 
includes liberty. It is not surprising that there should be excesses upon coming 
out of a state of emergency wherein the exercise of rights was curtailed. However, 
democracy cannot yield in the defense of liberty, even though it may discern the 
dangers entailed therein. It is part of the risk that a nation runs when it knows 
that the reality of its sovereignty depends on the extent of its citizens’ liberty. 
Hence, it is necessary that real liberty be defended. 


We Argentine bishops, once again and with great forcefulness, discourage and con- 
demn any guerrilla action that might attempt to prevent the Argentine people from 
regaining the full exercise of their rights. The election results must be adhered 
to by everyone, without exception, acception, supporting and, when necessary, criti- 
cizing the authorities elected fairly by the majority. There must be nurtured in 
the people's souls the deep conviction of the goodness and desirability of the 
democratic system that we have chosen which, by the same token, has the capacity 
for defending itself from the dangers lurking around it, and for surviving and 
developing within its legal methods of procedure. The necessity for continuity 

in institutional existence must be a fundamental,unbreakable principle of the 
national political ccaiscience, so that the "coupist" spirit will be alien to our 
political traits. 


III. Some Recommendations 


16. The Church in Argentina, headed by its bishops, wants to be, in our national 
community at this difficult time, a sign and instrument of reconciliation, a place 
of encounter open to men of good will, for undertaking the great task of recon- 
struction. 


17. We heartily praise the priests, male and female religious and lay institutions 
that are studying, assimilating and disseminating the Church's social doctrine, 
especially the document "Church and National Community," the teachings of which 
have proven to be quite applicable to the current circumstances. We remind all of 
them, especially the priests and religious, that they must abide by the documents 
of the Magisterium [Church teaching] on the relations between Church and political 
action. 


18. We recommend, in particular, that the Bishops Group for Social Pastoral Acti- 
vity render laymen a doctrinal service for the fulfillment of their temporal 
mission, which could prove really important to the nation's welfare. 


19. We urge Christians who bear major responsibilities in the life of the society 
to offer their generous support to the national effort; to come together, so as to 
ascertain mutually, and consequently assume, their position in this emergency; and 
to become set up in groups for meeting and reconciliation, inviting the youth in 
particular. We remind the laity that they "are dutybound, with their free initia- 
tive and without apathetically waiting for slogans and directives, to imbue the 





mentality and the customs, laws and structures of the community in which they live 
with a Christian spirit" (Populorum Progressio, No 81). 


20. It will be a great contribution to the recovery of democratic life to take 
effective steps to solve the serious problem of the missing citizens, the persons 
jailed without a trial, and those who have served their sentences and still remain 
in jail, whether by informing or by releasing, to alleviate forever the anxiety of 
the families and the society. 


21. No human attitude reaches its true level apart from love, which must also be 
manifested in the citizens' conduct. Services in society are not excluded from 
the realm of charity. Charity itself urges and enhances justice and all the other 
social virtues (ICN, No 68). Reconciliation can only be really achieved when love 
becomes mercy and when granting forgiveness attempts to rebuild harmony. 


The current economic situation requires the exercise of justice and charity in an 
urgent manner. The high prices and low wages, the mass unemployment and inflation 
the usury and indexing and, moreover, the extensive floods, have caused grief and 
fear, upsetting the peace and lives of many individuals and families, and even 
entire populations. 


In order to be a teacher of justice, the Church must be a witness of paramount 
charity. The charity of its members exercised individually will not suffice. We 
must all act, as an organized social body. It is essential that we perform deeds 
of charity that are in keeping with the present-day requirements. 


Therefore, we again urge Caritas, "the Church's official, public agency of charity," 
to "devise and carry out those initiatives that, in the present situation, could 
serve to meet the most fundamental and pressing needs" (Pastoral Exhortation on 
Charity, 14-2-1981). We make the same appeal to all the other institutions which 
render services on behalf of their neighbor. 


22. Because we know that every gift comes from the merciful heart of the Father, 
we ask everyone to pray untiringly that Argentina will really be a reconciled 
nation, and that the austerity and generosity of those who have more, combined 
with the deprivation of those who do not, will become a single sacrifice pleasing 
to the Lord. 


Editorial Comment 
Buenos Aires LA NACION in Spanish 20 Aug 82 p 6 
[Editorial: "The Voice of the Bishops"] 


[Text] The need for us Argentines to be capable of surmounting the internal discord 
and of converting the current disagreements, on our own, into a starting point for 
national reconciliation, so that "the light of harmony and justice" will start to 
prevail in our country, is clearly expressed in several portions of the document 
issued by the Argentine Bishops Conference which was made public this week. The 
bishops' comments were awaited with particular interest, not only by the Catholic 
faithful which recognizes its natural guideiines in them, but also by the adherents 
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of other religious creeds and, in general, by the entire national community, which 
is now more heedful than ever to any appeal or exhortation aimed at rescuing the 
country from the discouragement and confusion that appear to have come over it. 


The new bishops' document, which is merely another updating of the principles, 
assertions and recommendations previously expressed in the lengthy doctrinal text 
entitled "Church and National Community," published in May 1981, dwells on the 
analysis of critical aspects of the national reality and makes assessments which, 
in essence, coincide with many of those made recently by various sectors of Argen- 
tine life concerning the need to restore constitutional order and to foster the 
participation of the entire society, without exception, in the formation of the 
political authorities, so as to prevent any particular group from attempting to 
monopolize them, to the detriment of the other members of the community. In 
discussing the historic mission that must be carried out by the political parties, 
the respect that must be kept for the decisions made by the people in free elec- 
tions, the need for an investigation of the serious problem of the missing persons 
and the feasibility of lifting the martial law, to cite but a few of the points 
covered in the document, the Bishops Conference has succeeded in summarizing 
concerns and aspirations that have been present lately in many public statements, 
and have been mentioned in this very column more than once. 


Also, in its diagnosis of the spirit of enmity that seems to have come over tlie 
Argentines (expressed aot only in the aloofness among social and political factions 
but similarly in the tendency toward excluding opposing sectors "even going so tar 
as to eliminate them violently") the bishops' message interprets a sentiment and a 
concern that are deeply entrenched in the collective mind. 


The document, the first paragaph of which stresses fic significance of John Paul 
{['s visit to Argentina and the support given him by the people at crowded meetings, 
places emphasis on the need for the national reconciliation to be based on the 
explanation of the truth, "even though it may be painful." It also says that it 
must be "proclaimed without bitterness, received with humility and detachment, 
matured with integrity and accepted with love and courage." 


With regard to the return to the enforcement of the state of law (a goal to which 
",11 of us citizens must commit ourselves with a clearcut and firm desire") it 
states that "to destroy or thwart this process of institutionalization would be 
tragic for the future of the republic." After pointing out that participation in 
the elections, especially the forthcoming ones, which will be critical to the 
country's reconciliation, is a civic and hence moral obligation, it again agrees 
with a widespread desire, asserting that, “continuity in institutional existence 
must be a fundamental, unbreakable principle of the national political conscience, 


so that the coupist spirit will be alien to our political traits." 


In the third and final part of their message, the bishops make various recommenda- 
tions to their faithful and, in general, to the entire population with Christian 
inspiration. After commenting on the economic and social problems, including high 
prices, law wages, mass unemployment, inflation, usury and indexing, they declare 
that "charity exercised individually will not suffice," and that "we must all act 
as an organized social body." 
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In its general features, the new bishops' document is a timely updating of the 
principles set forth in the one published in May 1981. At the same time, its text 
comprises an eloquent summary of the desires, concerns and aspirations to which 

no one in Argentina today seems opposed, despite the fact that, strangely enough, 
each day they appear increasingly difficult to attain. 


Church-State Cooperation Seen 
Buenos Aires LA PRENSA in Spanish 20 Aug 82 pp l, 4 
[Article by J. Iglesias Rouco: "Same Concerns" ] 


[Text] It is quite understandable that the government should have, as the Ministry 
of Interior noted yesterday, "the same concerns" as the Bishops Conference regard- 
ing the country's main problems, including that of the missing persons. This agree- 
ment proves, among many other things, that the government, the Church and the lead- 
ing Western powers, led by the United States and Europe, have actually (not neces- 
sarily by mutual accord) established a kind of common front against any rash 

attempt to interrupt the electoral process, something which reduces considerably 

the chances of a coup with institutional connotations; although movements within 

the Armed Forces prompted by internal issues, particularly those associated with 

the action on the part of their commanders, are not to be precluded. 


According to our sources, the takeover of the Air Force by its most nationalist or 
extreme nationalist sectors has considerably dimmed the prospect of a restoration 
of the military junta as a symbol of the type of power established in 1976. This 
fact, on which we shall go into detail subsequently, is also auspicious for the 
electoral plan. The same could be said of the mutual reassurances or guarantees 
that the Christian Democrats have just prepared for the members of the multiparty 
entity,with a view toward the constitutional period; although a minimal “pact” 
hased on consensus will also be necessary among all the nation's representative 
groups, including the Armed Forces and the other parties, so that, on the one hand, 
the nation can "vindicate itself" and, on the other, it can overcome very painful 
consequences of its immediate historical past, such as those of the so-called 
"dirty war," the Martinez de Hoz economic program and the Malvinas conflict: in 
other words, for the purpose of coping with situations the extreme features of 
which might perhaps be impossible to surmount if only the letter of the Constitution 
were applied. 


Subordination to the President 


There is every indication that the domestic factors of power (?), for one reason 

or another, are aimed at subordination of the Armed Forces to the president during 
the current transition period. Yesterday, General Bignone himself, in discussing 
the trade union upheaval, said that he was the one who "will resolve" the wage 
issue. That is what is fitting. Hence, it must be considered extremely unfeasible 
for the commander-in-chief of the Army to have invited the trade union leaders to 
hold talks. This initiative leaves not only the presidential authority in a bad 
position (not to mention that of Mr Villaveiran, for whom the role of a mute has 
been reserved in this process), but also the plans that are being bandied about 
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in various military areas, including those of the Army, in search of military unity 
which, we repeat, would be made to work through the revitalization of the presi- 
dent's power and the elimination of the formal or legal vestiges of the "process" 
structure. 


Such a meeting seems even more counterproductive when one considers the fact that 
there were present at it trade unionists who did not attend the meeting with Big- 
none and, moreover, during the banquet, all of them had the "impression" (so we 
were told by some of those concerned) that they were talking with the "real power." 
Nor are the terms in which General Nicolaides (he was apparently the one who per- 
sonally took the initiative for the invitation) expressed himself in keeping with 
the undesirable effects of that discussion about the president's authority and, in 
general, the process of democratic "institutionalization."' From what we have 
learned, Nicolaides stated in plain and, at times, even coarse language his "abso- 
lute sincerity" concerning intentions related to "democratization" for which (he 
added) it is essential that all participate, without such confrontations as the 
strike on the day before yesterday, which (he reportedly suggested) can only pave 
the way for those opposed to the elections or desirous of bringing grist to their 
own sectarian mills. Clearly, this lack of "personal ambitions" (and there is no 
reason to distrust the commander's word) makes even less explicable an act from 
which those with whom he was talking inevitably had to draw the aforementioned 
conclusions regarding the "true" source of power in Argentina today. 


According to our informants, those are not the impressions that the Navy and other 
military groups want conveyed to the public either, much less at a time when the 
three branches are seeking to restore the image of military "unity" without having 
to resort, for this purpose, to the resurrection of th j,anta on its previous 
premises. On this point, we are given assurance thac, just as in July, Admiral 
Anaya is now stressing that the government may be given a "provisional" nature and 
even that a civilian (surely Mr Costa Mendez) may be named to the presidency; 
although, ultimately, he would also agree that General Bignone may continue to 
hold the position, if he enjoys the necessary autonomy. The opinion prevailing 
currently in the Air Force is said to be similar, at least insofar as the non- 
reestablishment of the junta of the "process" is concerned. 


As we have said, everything points to an in-depth change in that area, and if what 
is necessary on behalf of an explanation is done in the Army, and the spirits 
therein are calmed, it is most likely that the specter of the coup, now without 
too much internal support (and with no external support whatever), will end up 
disappearing from the immediate political horizon. A few days ago, General Nico- 
laides appeared at the War College, where clear signs of uneasiness among the 
officers had been noted recently. From what we learned, the commander explained 
his intentions concerning the responsibility for the Malvinas war and, on that 
occasion, no murmurs of disapproval were heard, as they had been on 6 August. 


Catholic Nationalism 


But if measures are not adopted in the military area, on the one hand, to meet the 
just demands of the officers and, on the other, to insure their support for the 
"democratizing" plan (certain military circles believe that, despite the claims 

on the higher echelons, quite the contrary is being done, that is, the fostering of 
a certain uneasiness toward "democratization" among the cadres), and if, for their 
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part, the parties and trade unions do not seek the path of national concilia- 

tion or, as the Church stresses, that of "reconciliation," the disturbing shadow 
of the coup will begin to assume flesh, bone and perhaps blood. In many areas, 
all kinds of rumors are now circulating about conspiratorial activities of the 
extreme right; because it is believed that this sector is the only one that 

could provide those seeking to interrrupt the current process with sufficient 
ideological ingredients, and also the organization for later controlling the state 
apparatus. 


Since, in Argentina, history never stops moving, among the potential ideologues 

oi: an operation of that type mention is made (and, in fact, we do not know with 
what grounds) of members of the old Onganist "communitarianism," on whom the 
priest, Jorge Grasset, is said to continue wielding an influence. As may be 
recalled, Grasset, of French origin, had ties with the OAS (the secret French 

army of Algeria) in 1960-62, and later directed several meetings of "cursillistas" 
[groups taking courses] here, the members of which gave an impetus to the so- 
called "Argentine revolution" in 1966. The connection between Grasset and General 
Ongania at that time was reportedly Col Juan Francisco Guevara, who was then head 
of the "national communitarian movement." Father Grasset is currently head of 
"Catholic City" all over America, including the United States, guided by the French 
intel lectual Jean Ousset; which, in turn, has economic backing from native and 
foreign business firms. Operating around "Catholic City" in Argentina at present 
is the magazine VERBO, with its own building, and certain firms, such as "Del 
Retiro Consultants, Inc" and the "Del Retiro" travel agency, both well connected 
with government circles in bordering countries, especially Chile. A collateral 
group of "Catholic City" known as IPSA often sponsors congresses of that movement 
at hotels in Embalse, Rio Tercero, Cordoba, owned by the Ministry of Social Action. 
Father Grasset is also said to have excellent relations with the Council for Inter- 
American Security, and with the Republican administration in Washington itself. 

The priest's prestige among the nationalist Army officers (particularly the cavalry) 
and those of other forces is considerabie. 


Views of Government Officials 
Buenos Aires LA NACION in Spanish 20 Aug 82 p 16 


[Text] Adm (ret) Osaac Francisco Rojas described the bishops' document as one "of 
very serious tone and very important pastoral content, from both a religious, and 
an ethical and social standpoint." 


The former provisional vice-president of the nation added: "It will without doubt 
wield enormous influence (and it should) on the thinking, the sentiments and tl > 
moral and civic behavior of our fellow citizens, and also on national politics." 


The complete text of the communique coi taining Admiral Rojas' views is as follows: 


"T consider the statement of the Standing Committee of the Argentine Bishops Confe- 
rence issued on 16 August to be one of very serious tone and very important pastoral 
content, from both a religious, and an ethical and social standpoint. It will 
without doubt wield enormous influence (and it should) on the thinking the senti- 
ments and the moral and civic behavior of our fellow citizens, and also on national 
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politics. It is impossible to make an extensive and intensive analysis (nor shall 
[ attempt it) of a document that is so weighty, so conceptual and so modulated, 
coming from a source that is as lofty as it is enlightened. 


"But I shall try to summarize and condense my views, focusing on the impressions 
that the statement made on me, solely with respect to the advised reconciliation 
which, as I understand it, is the main point around which the document revolves. 


"Closing Gaps' 


"Tl agree. We Argentines must close gaps separating us, in the face of the catas- 
trophic internal situation and the extremely dangerous external emergencies that 
lie in wait for us. We must become united, as the law of God commands, as the 
nation requires, through its history and Constitution, and as civilization demands. 


"And since the aforementioned document extols the personal dignity and the calling 
(of the individual) to live in a community (hence, one interprets, in a society), 
so long as it examines the truth, even though it may be painful (which, I would 
add, should be expressed, together with its grounds), to achieve reconciliation 
and actual liberty, it is impossible to become reconciled honorably with politico- 
social systems which have denied and persist in denying the eternal values and 
moral principles so correctly stressed as a token of love, justice, peace aiic 
harmony by the calm, cautioning words of the Argentine bishops. Hence, there 
cannot be any reconciliation with the Peronist regime or any other sector that 

may have fallen into such an abyss of corruption, nor with their leaders, until 
certain conditions are fulfilled publicly, the evasion »! which would make any 
conciliatory rapprochement with such regimes fleetin, and immoral. 


"Wo must all confess our mistakes to the nation, and admit and renounce (our) past 
mistakes. I shall do so at the proper time, with those committed by me. But there 
are other fellow countrymen for whom it would appear the time has not come, and 
will not come, to confess theirs or to renounce them. 


Renunciations 


"Until the Church's appeal is fulfilled entirely and without exception, there will 
continue to be latent and falsely healed, the deep wounds which have been caused 

to the republic and its institutions, as well as to the moral integrity and prestige 
of Argentina, by the dictatorial regime established in 1943, and reinstated in 

1973, in a shameful collusion with its imitators and allies. Until this repentance 
and renunciation is carried out, those trouble-making and intrinsically perverse 
groups (such as communists, as well, according to one of our supreme pontiffs) lack 
the right to rise to public office, and are not entitled to participation in the 
administration of the state. If this were not the case, we would leave the contain- 
ers of hypocrisy, discord and, certainly, rage, unsealed ‘orever." 


From the Minister of Interior 
"The bishops’ document interprets the concerns of the government itself, and there 
is no need for any official response." In this way, the minister of interior 


responded to the reporters at the Government Residence, during a brief conversa- 
tion that he held at the close of the cabinet meeting, upon being questioned 
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concerning the bishops' statement. He added that, "it lies within the govern- 
ment's guidelines for its plan for institutionalizing the country," reiterating 
the fact that "the government fully shares" the concerns expressed by the 
bishops. 


Massera Statement 
Buenos Aires LA PRENSA in Spanish 20 Aug 82 p 3 


[Text] The former commander in chief of the Navy and head of the party for social 
democracy, Adm (ret) Emilio Massera, claimed that the calling for general elec- 
tions will not suffice to achieve the national reconciliation proposed by the 
Catholic Church. 


In a statement containing his views on the recent document from the Argentine 
bishops, the former naval commander said: "I consider it hypocritical and blind 
to make the serious assertion that the elections would suffice to attain recon- 
ciliation." 


Questions 


Massera asked: "Could that prospect of elections suffice for those who died and 
those who suffered in the Malvinas, without proper answers regarding the respon- 
sibility for the defeat? Could it suffice for those in the distant south who still 
view our sovereignty as an inconsistent formula?" 


He went on to ask: "Is it sufficient to set a date for institutional normalization 
to reconcile those who suffer from unemployment, lack of housing, and insufficient 
wages with those responsible for so many avoidable evils?" 


He then commented on the bishops' reference to the fact that the process of a 
return to democracy chould be thwarted, stressing: "It is our responsibility to 
find ways of avoiding that thwarting, while at the same time creating conditions 
for progress in that direction of actual reconciliation." 


He emphasized: "Because there are some who want to thwart this potential process 
of reinstatement with democracy, preventing this reconciliation and turning the 
elections into a transfer of the chaos and crisis to the next constitutional 
government, which would thereby be easily wasted." 


He described as "useful" the fact that the appeal for national reconciliation 
issued by the Church is established "only on the truth, justice and the opticn 

of a genuine liberty for all," and hence, in conclusion, proposed that “immediate 
measures" be adopted from his party's program to "create the fundamental bases 
for reconciliation." 
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COUNTRY SECTION ARGENTINA 


FORMER AMBASSADOR POINTS WAY TO NATIONAL RECONSTRUCTION 
Buenos Aires LA NACION in Spanish 17 Aug 82 p 7 


[Article by Arnaldo T. Musich, ex-ambassador to Washington, first vice-president of 
FIEL and member of the Executive Committee of the Argentina Council for International 
Relations: 'The Ants and the Rosbushes: Postwar Period and Reconstruction"] 


[Text] The Argentine situation is complex and dangerous. The country cannot conti- 
nue to live outside of the law and what is right. One de facto regime cannot be 
replaced with merely another de facto regime. There must be a return to the 
principle of a peaceful solution to the international disputes. Those who would 
allow the country not to honor its international financial obligations must be 
condemned. 


In March 1976, the dollar cost 325 pesos; now it costs is much as 60,000. It is 
impossible (simply impossible) that, through a "sovereign act," the assets of some 
should be increased and those of others reduced. We are not living in the Middle 
Ages. 


We must immediately normalize our internal and international situation. We must 
prevent the country from being subjected to changes that upset the lives of Argen- 
tines from one day to the next. 


The Malvinas affair was an adventure which ended in military and diplomatic defeat. 
It was due to ignorance; it was carried out by those unknowledgeable of how the 
world operates and ignorant of the complexity of the commitments upon which inter- 
national equilibrium is founded. 


There was no doubt that, when military governments purchase arms, they inevitably 
make war. 


We are not a warlike people; we prefer peace more than other nations do, possibly 
because of the generous size of the "vital space" that we possess and the resources 
obtained from it. 


A New Opportunity 


A long, painful, retrogressive cycle is reaching an end, one which began in 1943, 
when the country had imposed on it those who implicated it in doctrines being 
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practiced by nations which were to lose the war, did away with liberties and 
established collectivism as supreme in both politics and the economy. Possibly 
the most subversive factor in this cycle was the increasingly dominant presence 
of military power in civilian and political society. 


Now we have the opportunity (a new and great opportunity) to put the country back 
on course. We can reestablish the democratic system, and we must reassign the 
Armed Forces to their specific functions. This issue is a responsibility incum- 
bent on the civilian society. 


The conditions are present for normalizing our international activity. It is 
hampered only by the presence of expressions of aggressiveness that have survived 
on certain levels of the Armed Forces and in the foreign service. The former are 
on an obvious track toward self-elimination, spurred on by the Army's tendency 
toward purging itself; and the latter require rapid administrative action. 


The conditions are also present for normalizing relations with the United States 
(the focal point of international stability) and, futhermore, for bringing those 
relations to an optimal level. The elimination of the aggressive diplomacy (or 
its variant, the policy of harassing Great Britain and its ally wherever possible) 
will lead to: 1. putting an end to the dispute over the Beagle, still on generous 
terms which would eradicate the suspicion and uncertainty between two countries 
for so many supplementary reasons; and, 2. attempting to reestablish diplomatic 
and trade relations with Great Britain through a broad, direct offer, as a symbol 
of a new national attitude. This would be the shortest and most direct route for 
resuming negotiations on the South Atlantic dispute. 


Leaders, Friends and Allies 


We must make friends, have allies and selectively cultivate the best relations 
possible. 


It would be a harmful mistake, as it was in 1943, not to identify the realm of 
world supremacy. In addition to making certain that the relations with the United 
States do not evade the optimal realm, we must reconcile their implications with 
less universal international presences, whether they be countries, regions, move- 
ments or a group of countries. Argentina and Brazil, together, must try to be, 
and act as friends and allies simultaneously. Latin America has unquestionable 
importance and advantages for our country, and the relations with it must be 
carefully cultivated. But since it is a complex region, we must be selective, 
pooling efforts with the most mature countries. Because they have attained a 
higher state of development, we can, associated with them, raise the standard of 
all combined. We must recognize that the Movement of Nonaligned Countries is not 
in keeping with our individual characteristics, and that we can identify in it 
some cause of mutualinterest only in -n incidental manner. 


The Economic Issue 
The economic issue must be placed in a similar scenario. We must put an end to 


the practice of resorting to an alleged technocracy, a combination of arrogance 
and philomilitarism, which hampers the nation's progress and debases the economic 
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relations. Economic policy is a national issue; it must be decided upon by the 
civilian society, and the changes therein must be reserved for the latter's 
representatives. It has become peremptory and imperative to denationalize the 
economy, removing the state, purely and simply, from production which is currently 
under its control; and that need cannot be met by technocrats, who use the state 
to impose models which subjugate the forces of production. 


We must allow the business owners to work, we must let them produce freely, with- 
out any protection from the "sovereign" which, with the pretext of stimulating 
them, destroys their initiative and creativity. 


The Vital Issues: De-Malvinization 


At present, the vital issues for the country are: 1. institutional normalization, 
2. the economic situation and 3. the status of the social question.It is impossible 
to give a suitable response to these issues dissociated from the international 
situation, whether by isolating the country or with the current diplomatic policy 
of harassing Great Britain and postponing the normalization of relations with the 
United States. 


Argentina does not need a postwar period, but rather must proceed directly to 
reconstruction. 


The diplomacy of harassment is a reflection of a postwar period that does not 
exist. It is deeply detrimental to the country's entitlement to ownership of the 
territories in question. 


None of this precludes the feasibility of having the Malvinas issue subjected to 
a careful reevaluation on the part of Argentines. By definition, that reevalua- 
tion is incumbent on the new government resulting from the polls. 


The Foreign Debt 


Argentina's international debt is a vital, urgent problem. As contracted, it 
exceeds the country's potential; it is imperative that it be restructured, by 
negotiating an agreement with the creditors that will allow for changing immediate 
due dates to longer periods and obtaining new loans. Naturally, that agreement 
includes the International Monetary Fund, which could be of remarkable assistance 
to us in the emergency. 


Those in charge of the military leadership must have clearcut ideas about this. 


A. It is foolish to claim that the large amount of the debt has turned it into a 
problem for the creditor rather than a problem for the debtor. The analogy of 

the Malvinas may apply in this respect: The British fl: t reached the Malvinas, 
the forces carried by it landed on the islands; they defeated the Argentine forces; 
and they surrendered to the latter on national territory. We had a military defeat 
and a diplomatic defeat; let us not have an economic defeat. 


B. The government's approach is extortionary in excluding the private debt from 
its negotiations, putting the debtors in the position of forcing their creditors 
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abroad to refinance for them the amounts payable in foreign exchange which, more- 
over, only the state could provide. 


C. The matter of the foreign debt is an administrative problem rather than a 
solvency problem. If the country is administered well, Argentina will be able 

to pay its debts. Neither the International Monetary fund, nor the multinational 
companies nor the foreign banks have had anything to do with the political and 
economic situation that must be corrected. If we want to continue living beyond 
our means, let us stop doing so at the expense of the international community. 


D. A feasible plan for restructuring the debt will be one wherein: 1. the terms 
fit into the transition period of the present government; 2. the new loans are 
used to pay debts that bear no relationship to the possibility of repeating 
episodes similar to that in the South Atlantic; and 3. the payments that should 
have been made during the conflict are transferred to British banks. 
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COUNTRY SECTION 


SHARP PLP=FNM DIFFERENCES IN NEW PARLIAMENTARY SESSION 


PLP Senate Changes 


Nassau THE TRIBUNE in English 7 Aug 82 pp 1, 13 


[Article by Anthony Forbes] 


[text] 


THE GOVERNING 
Progressive Liberal Party has 
swept out all but tw° of its 12 
Senators and replaced them 
with a “New Frontier’’ state 
for the opening of the new 
session of Parliament on 
Tuesday. 

The only Senators remaining 
who served during the last five 
years in the Senate are Senator 
Edwin Coleby and Berlin Pratt, 
Secretary General of the PLP 

The biggest shock in today’s 
announcement by the 
(,overnment was the dropping 
of Senate President Dame Dr 
Doris Johnson, who has served 
in that post since 1972, and 
Senate Vice President 
Lochinvar Lockhart, also in 
that position for 10 years. 


A Bahaimas  Intormation 
Service stute:neni said that 
Prime Minister Lynden 


Pindling has advised the 
Governor-General, Sir Gerald 
Cash, to re-appo:nt Mr Coleby 
and Mr Pratt as Senators. 

The other nominees given by 
Mr Pindling to Sir Gerald under 
Article 39 of the Constitution 
are: Mr Alfred Howard 
Stewart; Mrs Ruby Ann 
Cooper Darling, Mr Ledward 
Andrew “Dud” Maynard; Mr 
Bruce Charles Bravnen, Mrs 


30 


Patricia Coakley; Mr Leroy 
Stephen “Duke” Hanna; Mr 
Rex Morris Carroll; Mrs Clara 
Rose Hall King; and Mr 
Ishmael Lightbourne. 

The 11, which includes Mr 
Pratt, Mr Coleby and three 
women, will be joined by 
Minister of External Affairs 
and Attorney-General Paul 
Adderley, who lost his 
Carmichael seat in the June 10 
elections and has been named 
Government Leader in the 
Senate. 

Those dropped as Senators 
include: Mr Jeffrey Thompson, 
Mrs Mispah_ Tertullien, Mr 
Robert Gardiner, Mr Sherlin 
Bootle, Mr Calvin Neilly and 
Mr Lockinvar Lockhart. 

Former Senators Kendal 
Nottage and Idison Key won 
the St Agnes and Marsh 
Harbour, Abaco, seats 
respectively in the recent 
elections. 

Mr Braynen, the former MP 
for St Agnes, replaces Mr 
Nottage, who served’ as 
Government Senate Leader 
from 1977, in the Senate. 

According to the’ BIS 
statement, Prime Minister 
Pindling has described the 
persons named as “‘an exciting 
team of New Frontier 
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Grassroot Senators willing to 
meet the challenge of the new 
times and able to deal with the 
problems of change in a 
judicious manner.”’ 


BIS also said that the Prime 
Minister selected his Senate 
team “with delicate care” and 
‘is grateful that such dynamic 
personalities have agreed to 
step now to accept the 
challenge.” 

Mr Stewart is managing 
director of First Homes Savings 
and Loan; Mrs Darling, a 
teacher, Mr Maynard, charman 
of the PLP; Mr Braynen, a 
former MP for St Agenes; Mrs 
Coakley, secretary to the 
Roman Catholic Board of 
Education; Mr Hanna, 
president of the Musicians 
Union; Mr Carroll, a lawyer, 
Mrs King, president of the 
Council of Anglican Church 
Women; and Mr Lightbourmc, 
an accountant. 

A synopsis of the ew 
senators follows: 


Bruce Charles Braynen of 
Nassau. (Bussinessman) — Mr 
Braynen is an elder statesman 
of the Southern District. Born 
at Fresh Creek Andros on 
December 27, 1912 to the late 
Lubereon and Ida Braynen, he 
came to Nassau to attend the 
Boys Central School. 


Thereafter he built a successful 


business on Market Street and 
became a community leader in 
the South. In 1972 he entered 
active politics and in the 
general elections that year won 
election to the House of 
Assembly for the St Agnes 
constituency, defeating Mr 
Cecil - Wallace-Whitfield. He 
served as the Member of 
Parliament for St Agnes until 
this year (1982) when he chose 
not to run for reelection. Mr 
Braynen is married to the 
former Miss Gwendoline Todd 
of Barbados. 


Alfred Howard Stewart The 
son of the late Rev Henry 
Stewart and the Rev Lavania 
Stewart, Mr Stewart was born 
in Fox Hill, Nassau on 


Christmas Day, 1947. After. 


graduating from Prince 
Williams High School, he 
-attended the University of the 
West Indies whre he obtained a 
Bachelor of Science Degree in 
Economics. He later obtained 
a Master of Business 
Administration Degree from 
the University of Miami. A 
former Budget Analyst in the 
Ministry of Finance and 
Deputy Manager of the 
Exchange Department of the 
Centraf* Bank, Ms Stewart is 
now Managing Director of First 
Home Savings and Loan 
Limited. He is maistied to the 
former Miss Jacqueline 
Armbrister of Hospital Lane. 
They: have three children. 

Mrs Clara Rose Hall King of 
Nassau (Business Manager) — 
Mrs King was born in Nassau, 
the only daughter of the late 
Sergeant Alfred P Halland Mrs 
Hall. She was educated at the 
Government High School. She 
is a mother of eight and a 
grandmother of ten children. 
Strong and forthright, Mrs 
King has had_ extensive 
experience and broad 
involvement in educational, 
church and community 
projects. Her wisdom and 
reliability are evident in the 
fact that she is President of the 
Anglican Church Women of St 
Agnes Parish and President of 
the Council of the Anglican 
Church Women of the Diocese 
of Nassau and the Bahamas 
including the Turks and Ciacos 
Islands. Mrs King is married to 
Mr Osborne King formerly of 
Knowles, Cat Island. She is a 
Business Manager in the private 
sector, having developed her 
managerial skills in years of 
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service with Bahamas Gas and 
Fuel Company and British 
American Insurance Company. 


Ishmael Lightbourne of 
Nassau (Accountant) - Mr 
Lightbourne was born on July 
13, 1948 in Nassau to Mr and 
Mrs Ishmael Lightbourne, Sr. 
As a boy he attended Western 
Senior School and_ the 
Government High School. He is 
a member of the Institute of 
Chartered Accountants of 


England and Wales and a 
Fellow of Chartered 
Accountants of the United 
Kingdom. He is a Partner in the 
accounting firm of Coopers 
and Lybrand. Mr Lightbourne 
is very active in church affairs 
and in community projects. He 
serves on the board of Jordon 
Memonial/Prince Williams High 
School. He is married to the 
former Sharleen Sands and 
they have one son. 


Mrs Ruby Ann _ Cooper 
Darling of Nassau, (Teacher) — 
Mrs Darling is the daughter of 
the late Reverend Dr Reuben — 
Cooper and Mrs Cooper. She 
was born in Nassau) and 
educated at the Government 
High School and Shaw Business 
College. Mrs Cooper has always 
been active in civic affairs. She 
has served as a Member of the 
Visiting Committee of the Girls 
Industrial School and as Public 
Relations Officer -ol the 
Bahamas Baptist Youth 
Fellowship Convention. She ts 
the mother of three children. 

Edward Andrew Maynard of 
Nassau (Businessman) -— Mr 
Maynard was born in Nassau 
on August 26, 1940. He 
received his early education at 
the Southern Senior School. 
He was later trained as an 
aircraft engineer at BOAC’s 
Technical Training Centre in 
“ondon and at Rolls Royce of 
Canada. While employed as an 





aicrall engineer with the 
iocmer Bahamas Airways he 
hecaine an active trade unionist 
and was selected for special 
training in organisation, 
collective —_— bargaining and 
industrial relations at the Trade 
Uuion Education Centre at the 
University of the West Indies. 
Mii Maynard has been elected 
seven times as Chairman of the 
Viogressive Liberal Party. A 
son of one of the founding 
members of the Women’s 
Branch of the Progressive 
Liberal Party, the late Miss 
(eorgianna Symonette, he has 
been active in politics for all 
lis adult life. Mr Maynard is 
now a businessman. He is a 
member of the Anglican 
Diocesan Council and its 
l'und-Raising Committee. He is 
married to the former Miss 
Isadora Stubbs and they have 
three children. 

Leroy Stephen Hanna of 
Nassau, (Musician and 
Businessman) Mr Hanna was 
born at Acklins on September 
/, 1933 and went to school 
there. An accomplished 
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musician, Mr Hanna played an 
active part in the Bahamas 
Musicians and _ Entertainers 
Union. He has been the 
Union’s president for the past 
ten years. He is also vice 
president of the Bahamas 
Trade Union Congress. Mr 
Hanna has served as a Member 
of the National Insurance 
Board and the Board of the 
Bahamas Telecommunications 
Corporation. He is married to 
the former Joan Birch of 
Canada and they have two 
children. 

Rex Norris Carroll of 
Freeport, Grand Bahama, 
(Barrister-at-Law) — Mr Cavroii 
was born on January 27, 1942 
in Lower Deadman’s Cay, Long 
island, to Mr and Mrs Joseph 
Carroll. After attending 
Deadman’s Cay All-Age School 
he qualified as a trained 
teacher of the Bahamas 
Teacher’s College and the 
University of Exeter where he 
obtained his Commonwealth 
Teacher’s Certificate. Mr 
Carroll taught for several years 
at schools in Eleuthera, Andros 


Government Program 


lArticle by Anthony Forbes] 


| 


and Long Island before he 
decided to study law. He was 
called to the English Bar in 
January, 1974. He is presently 
a partner in the law firm of 
Hall, Carroll & Co, Freeport, 
Grand Bahama. Mr Carroll is 
married to the former Miss 
Rita Grant of Somerset, 
Bermuda. 

Mrs Patricia Coakley of 
Nassau, (Administrator) — Mrs 
Coakley is the daughter of Mrs 
Rick Armbrister of Nassau. She 
attended Xavier’s College in 
Nassau, Abbey College in New 
York and St Louis University 
in St Louis Missouri. After 
graduation Mrs Coakley first 
sought gainful employment in 
banking and finance but later | 


‘took up a position with the | 


Roman Catholic Board of | 
Education. She has been the | 
Administrative Assistant to the 
Superintendent of Roman 
Catholic Schools and Secretary 
of the Board for the past ten 
years. She is married to Mr 
Virgil Coakley and they have 
two children. 





(rext ] 


PRIME MINISTER Lynden 
Pindling’s government today 
outlined eight areas of social 
and economic reform to be 
undertaken over the next five 
years in the Speech from the 
Throne read to a full Senate 
chamber by Governor-General 
Sir Gerald Cash. 


The areas to be given the 
‘*highest priority” by 
Government Ministers inc ude 
new job O pportunities, 
maximum social tranquility, 
inobialization of youth enetgrs 
and talents, extension of social 
welfare services, strengthening 
of society's moral, spiritual and 
social fabric, better education, 
expansion of health services 
and industrial peace. 
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in the 18-page Speech, the 
Government pledged to the 
Bahamian people its 
unequivocal commitment to 
these objectives and invited 
similar commitiment and 
involvement of the church, 
trade unions, business and 
voluntary organizations in 
pursuit of the national goals. 

“In order to make a positive 
and meaningful impact in the 
attainment of these social and 
economic objectives, my 
Ministers will initiate new 
policies which = are bold, 
progressive, innovative and 
relevant to the times, which 
will cross new frontiers of 
economic and social 
development and which will 
create a superior quality of life 
for all Bahamians,”’ Sir Gerald 
said. 














Ihe Speech began at 11:30 
sin and ended at i2:25 pm 
with Members of the House of 
Asscinbly, including = Prime 
Minister Pindling and Official! 
Opposition Leader Kendal 
Isaacs standing facing Sir 
(serald in the Senate Chamber. 

\lso present were the newly 
swor-in Senators, Chief 
Justice Vivian Blake, re-elected 
Speaker of the House of 
\ssembly Sir Clifford Darling, 
clergyinen, including Anglican 
Rishop Michael Eldon and 
fathohe Bishop Lawrence 
Hurke, and other guests. 

Before the Speech began, 
duriag Which Mr kdwin Coleby 
id former MP Bruce Braynen 
were clected Senate President 
and Vice President unopposed, 
Sir Gacrald) dispatched = the 
Senate clerk, Miss June Maura, 
to the House of Assembly for 
the smmediate attendance of the 
Speaker and House Members. 

Ihe Government said its 
inost pressing pnority was the 
need to create new job 
Opportunities by perma ent 
snd productive expansion of 
the economy, and said it was 
conscious of the need for ‘ta 
more active role by private 
apual’ in all areas” of 
economic development. 

\s tourism remains the most 
tinportant single element in the 
national economy, “the New 
hrontier demands new visions 
for the industry which wil 
entail a strategy that tully 
integrates tourism development 
and) promotion with overall 
national objectie es.” 

‘The Government will move 
vigorously to strengthen and 
mnprove the quality of the 
esting tourist product, 
upgrade and expand iounst 
plant, and turther strengthen 
our image as the best travel 
destination in the region. 

“To help achieve the 
projected) expansion of the 
tourism plant in’ the l'amily 
Islands the Government 
proposes to amend the Hotels 


i ncouragement Act to make 
ivailable to Bahamian and 
foreign investors more 
favourable incentives. said Sir 
(serald 

“The Government also sees 
lin.e Sharing as ali 
opportunity to broaden the 
range oof accommodations in 


the tourist industry and to 
strengthen the volume of 
repeat visitors. 

Legislation to encourage and 
regulate the development and 
operation of  Time-Sharing 
resort properties will be laid 
before parliament, the 
Government said. 

Marketing efforts will more 
realistically reflect the total 
Bahamas vacation experience, 
incorporating themes, 
personalities and symbols that 
accentuate Bahamian culture 
and pursuing more vigorously 
the linkages between tourism 
and other sectors of the 
economy. 

Recognizing that the 
banking community plays a 
significant role in the 
developing economy of the 
Bahamas, the Government said 
its Ministers intenc to further 
strengthen the position of the 
Bahamas as a leading financial 
centre and will aggressively 


promote overseas our 
superiority as a_ site for 
banking, insurance and _ ship 
registration. 

Legislation is also to be 
introduced for the special 
purpose of facilitating the 
development of the Captiv 
Insurance industry. 

The role of the Central Ban} 
will also be strengthened and 
the functions of the Post 
Uifice Savings Bank and the 
People’s Penny Savings Bank 
consolidated to provide for 
more meaningful service to the 
public. 

ihe Bahamas Developmenr 
Bank will intensify its efforts 
in its role as an instrument for 
the diversification of the 
economy by offering increased 
assistance to the agriculture, 
fisheries, tourist and light 
industries sectors an: to 
co-operatives, especially in the 
Family Islands. 

The bank will also be funded 
so that its lending policies will 
be made more flexible to take 
into account problems 
normally faced by small 
Bahamian investors in the areas 
outlined. 

The Government intends to 
lead a new and forward-looking 
approach to the 
encouragement and 
development of industrial 
enterprises and will actively 


seeh out) news industrial 
Ventures willing to locate in the 
Bahamas, and will give greater 
encouragement to local 
manufacturers of approved 
items. 

“A tree trade zone will br 


established in New Providence 
and other free zone areas will 
be established in other islands 
of the Commonwealth,” the 
Government _ said. 


In pursuance of 
angro-industrial development, 
legislation will be brought to 
enable the Government to 
ensure standards, quality 
control, testing and 
certification of all processed 
foods and beverages consumed 
here. 

The Department of 
Agriculture will continue its 
development efforts in the 
south-eastern islands with 
major emphasis on_ the 
production of mutton, com, 
sweet potatoes, cassavas, other 
staples and other storable 
crops. 

Favourable atmosphere over 
the last five years in the 
development of the fishing 
industry has resulted in an 
ncrease in production from 
eight million pounds of fish 
valued at $10 million in 1977 
to 11 million pounds valued at 
$16 million in 1980, Sir Gerald 
said. 

Priority will continue to be 
given to the industry and to 
provide the infrastructure 
necessary to support it. 

The fish landing complex on 
Potters Cay is scheduled to be 
completed by year’s end and 
will provide all of the services 
necessary to allow the rapid 
development of the industry. 

The Government said it has 
actively supported and 
promoted co-operatives as an 
effective instrument for the 
creation of jobs and the 
economic improvement. of 
Bahamuans. 

The Government will 
continue to provide technical 
ssistance to co-operatives 
particularly in the Family 
Islands. 

Ministers will pursue 
policies, programines and 
projects which will promote 
the achievement of a 
satisfactory standard of 











education throughout the 
nation and widen the 
upportunities for young peuple 
and adults to receive training 
that directly relates’ to 
employ ment opportunities. 

New primary and secondary 
schools will be built in New 
Providence and the Family 
Islands, and technical, 
vocational, commercial and 
industrial programmes will be 
fully developed. 

Government will require all 
trained teachers to achieve a 
minimum level of competency 
in subjects they teach and 
promotion and remuneration 
will be tied more closely to the 
levels of teachers’ competence. 

Conscious of the rising costs 
of medical services and the 
need to improve the efficiency 
with which the health care 
system operates, the 
Government proposes _ that 
health care services should 
work hand-in-hand with the 
National Insurance Board in 
the development and 
introduction of an innovative 
medical and hospital insurance 
plan. 

Close attention will be 
focused on the _ proper 
management of our two 
principal health care facilities, 
the Princess Margaret Hospital 
and the Rand Hospital, and 
where feasible, steps will be 
taken to effect changes leading 
to greater efficiency and 
accountability . . 

Also, the Government said, 
continued emphasis will be 
placed on preventive health 
care and all measures will be 
taken to maintain a clean and 


healthy environment, including 
legislation to provide for 
increased penalities to 
violators. 

The Government will also 
pursue a vigorous and, 
diversified housing policy| 


which will include the creation | 
accelerated construction of 
public rental units and senior 
citizens units, and the 
intensification of the Grants 
Town Urban’ Improvement 
Project. 

Interest rates on 
Government-guaranteed home 
mortgages will be re-considered 
and the full benefits of the 
housing programme will be 
extended to the Family Islands 
as soon as is practicable. 

The social security system 
will be expanded and continue 
to provide assistance to the 
poor, the elderly and the 
unemployed, while legislation 
will be introduced to provide 
for the proper administration 
of public assistance. 

‘‘A more efficient method of 


collecting and recording 
national insurance 
contributions will be 


introduced and, subject to 
proper safeguards, a percentage 
of national insurance funds will 
be invested in economically 
sound and socially desirable 
projects.” 

Legislation will also be 
introduced to amend the Fair 
Labour Standards Act to make 
additional provisions for hours 
of work, redundancy, 


severance payments, maternity 
leave for women, vacations, 
minimum standards of safety 
and minimum wage levels. 


Legislation, which has been 
under consideration for some 
time on new laws on succession 
and divorce, will also be 
introduced. 

The Government also 
renewed its commitment to the 
sporting community of its 
continued support and 
assistance in the national 
development of sports and 
recreation. 

A special unit will be 
charged with the responsibility 
for the further development of 
Junkanoo as “a_ perculiar 
Bahamian cultural experience.”’ 

A six-point programme 
encompassing youth 
employment and __ training, 
community education, 
leadership development, youth 
involvement in community 
development, discipline training 
and international participation, 
will be implemented. 

The reduction of the crime 
rate and bringing the criminal 
offenders to speedy justice isa 
primary goai of the 
Government through the 
improvement of the efficiency 
of the police force and the 
responsibility of the public. 


The efficiency of the 
administration of justicein the 
Supreme and Magistrate courts 
will be improved by 
appropriate measures to enable 
the courts to function more 
efficiently and expeditiously in 
dealing with criminal, civil and 
domestic matters. 

The capabilities of the 
Defence Force will be 
enhanced with additional 
patrol craft and aircraft, said 
Sir Gerald. 
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ENGLERSTON MP = sir 
QCifford Darling, with the 


support of Progressive Liberal 
Party members, was today 
elected Speaker of the House 
of Assembly for the second 
consecutive term. 

The official opposition Free 
National Movement nominated 
Pinedale, MP Milo Butler Jr, 
who later declined and threw 
his support behind Sir Clifford. 
The Opposition voted against 
Sir Clitford. 

St Michael’s MP, George 
Mackey, gained the un nimous 
support of both sides of the 
House in being elected Deputy 
Speaker, replacing Henry 
Bowen who failed to win a seat 
in Parliament. 

Nominated by Bimini-Berry 
Islands MP, George Weech, Sir 
Cliftord was described as one 
“who, by his behaviour has 
gained the respect of his 
colleagues and as far as possible 
the respect of those who do 
not belong to his party.” 

“My observation has been 
t hat the Member for 
i nglerston ( Darling) has 
carried out the duties of his 
office fearlessly, honestly and 
with dignity,” Mr Weech said. 
“Ile gained the respect of 
(;overnment and Opposition 
alike.” 

Bain Town MP, Norman Gay 
seconded Sir Clifford's 
nomination 

ln nominating Mr Butler, 
Montagu MP. Orville 
lurnquest, noted that the 
holder of the office of Speaker 
must be fair not only to those 
in the majority in the Hlouse 
‘but the mghts of every single 
Member be he Goverment or 
ifficial Opposition, indeed the 


rights of those of us who 
comprise the loyal Opposition 
must be protected.” 

Pine Ridge MP, Cecil Wallace 
Whitfield, who seconded Mr 
Butler’s nomination said that 
there had been no consultation 
with the Opposition as to the 
Member who would best serve 
the interest of all the Members 
of the House. 

“The nominee of the 
majority side (Darling) in our 
opinion does not qualify as an 
independent, impartial person 
in whom all of us would have 
confidence in exercising the 
post of Speaker,” Mr Whitfield 
said. 

It was his opinion that Mr 
Butler, the son of the late 
Governor-General Sir Mi! 
Butler would be the (°<! 


person for Speaker as he 
“hails from a family with a 
sense of parliamentary 


democracy and a family who 
inculcated in him a sense of 
fair play.” 

However, Mr Butler declined 
the nomination and supported 
the nomination of Sir Clifford. 
The Opposition voted against 
the nomination of Sir Clifford 
but supported the PLP’s 
nomination of George 
Mackey for Deputy Speaker. 
St. Barnabas MP, Sinclair 
Outten, nominated Mackey. St 
John’s MP* Peter Bethel. 
seconded the motion. 

Sir Clifford, who was 
expecting thet he would be 


elected Speak*:, entered the 
chamber respiendent in his 
ceremonial attire. He promised 
to serve the House honestly. 

In a brief address before the 
House, Leader of the 
Opposition Kendal GL Isaacs 
(Delaporte) vowed “to mount 
a responsible yet vigorous 


opposition to the government 
of the day.” 

“We will oppose and we will 
propose,’” Mr Isaacs said. “We 
will jealously defend the 
democratic rights and freedoms 
of the Bahamian people and we 
will hold dear our rights and 
privileges in Parliament.” 

In the latter case, Mr Isaacs 
said the Opposition expects 
that the Speaker “will 
graciously give us assistance 
and guidance especially since 
we are the minority in this 
chamber.” 

The Opposition, he saic, 41! 
oppose any aci or policy which 
in their opinion, is not in the 
best interest of the people. 

“We wi! also put forward 
for the consideration of the 
House and the people our own 
alternative programmes and 
policies,’ Mr Isaacs said. “We 
will do our best to contribute 
to a high standard of debate 
and decorum which is expected 
from representatives of the 
people and Parliament.” 

Mr Isaacs further noted, 
with a hint of warning, that “it 
appears to be the will of an 
overwhelming majority of the 
people, regardless of party 
allegiances, that we should 
continue to. practise’ the 
parliamentary system of 
democracy. That overwhelming 
mandate to the Government 
and to the Opposition has been 
clearly expressed by the 
Bahamian people and is) 
enshrined in our Constitution.” | 

The House of Assembly | 
adjourned until October 6' 
when it will debate, among, 
other things, the Speech from | 
the Throne read today in the 
Senate by the Governor- 
General, Sir Gerald Cash. 
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[Text] Free National Movement leader Kendal G.L. Isaacs today in the House 
of Assembly moved for the appointment of a select committee to investigate 
all matters relating to political influence peddling and misrepresentation 
of the ownership of Bahamian businesses and other related matters, 


This resolution, moved by former Marsh Harbour MP Michael Lightbourn in the 
last session of Parliament resulted in Everette Bannister, a senior member 
of the PLP's National General Council and close friend and 'confidant' of 

the Prime Minister being named in confidential documents as the front man 
for two foreign companies seeking to do millions of dollars worth of business 
in the Bahamas, 


A House committee investigating the charges against Bannister reported that 
banker Abe J. Lieber "must have assumed or was led to believe" that Bannister 
could or would assist in some way in obtaining necessary Government approvals 
of projects discussed by the two for the Bahamas, 


Among other things, Bannister was to use his political influence to obtain 
all necessary Government permits for the projects, documents produced in 
the House stated, 


In what promises to be an interesting session of Parliament, FNM chairman 
Cecil Wallace Whitfield (Pine Ridge) has moved for the appointment of a 
select committee to investigate violence and its relationship (if any) to 
politics during the period 1970-72, and particularly the events of Lewis 
Yard, the 1970 no-confidence vote, and Perpall Tract. 


The Progressive Liberal Party has continuously blamed the Free National 
Movement for the violence that mrred the 1972 general elections, resulting 
in the death of Raymond Barry Major, who was found shot at Perpall Tract. 


Two men--Wendell Burrows and Phillip Humes--believed to be supporters of the 
FNM at that time, were convicted and executed for the murder of Major. 


Leading to the June 10 general elections a PLP-influenced organisation 
calling itself the National Progressive Committee tried, but to no avail, 
to force the FNM into a public debate on the 1972 election violence, claim- 
ing that it had all the information, 


Mr Whitfield said this morning that the purpose of requesting the appointment 
of the committee was to clear up the mtter once and for all, Referring to 
the public debate on the matter during the election, Mr Whitfield said: "It 
has been a smear debate," 











Part of the PLP's election campaign was that it would set up local government 
in Grand Bahama, Mr Whitfield today moved a resolution that the Minister of 
Finance provide money to establish, maintain and operate a system of local 
government within Grand Bahama and that the necessary legislation to imple- 
ment the same be brought to the House forthwith by the Minister responsible, 


Also, Mr Whitfield moved another resolution that a District Registry be 
operated and maintained in Grand Bahama so that residents there might obtain 
passports, certified copies of birth, marriage and death certificates and 
all recorded deeds, documents and other instruments, Presently they have to 
travel to New Providence for them, 


Taking up the cause of the police officers, Mr Whitfield, in another 
resolution moved that sufficient money be made available to increase the 
present emoluments and salary scales of pay to all ranks of police officers 
and to institute, implement and maintain a system of overtime pay to all 

ranks of police officers required to work more than 42 and 1/2 hours per week. 


Yamacraw MP Mrs Janet Bostwick moved the first reading of two Bills which 
seek, among other things, to increase the amount paid for the maintenance 
of a child, 


In a proposed ame1 dment to the Affiliation Proceedings Act 1978, the Bill 
seeks to increase the time within which the mother of a child born out of 
wedlock may commence affiliation proceedings. 


The Bill also seeks to remove the statutory limit ». 515 per week on the 
amount which may be awarded by the Magistrate unuer an affiliation order 
for the maintenance and education of a child born out of wedlock, 


The Bill also seeks to ailow the Magistrate to order such periodical pay- 
ments for the maintenance and education of a child born out of wedlock as 
he thinks fit, 


In Mrs Bostwick's proposed amendment to the Matrimonial Causes (Summary 
Jurisdiction) Act, 1978, it is intended to remove the statutory limit of 
$30 per week on the amount which may be awarded under a matrimonial order 
to a husband or a wife. 


The House of Assembly adjourned until October 6, 








FNM Motions 
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(Text ] 


unleashed a 


THE FREE NATIONAL 
Movement in Parliament 
strong. 


attack against the lack of 


social afhenities in the various 


constituencies represented by 
Opposition members. 

The attack was in the form 
of resolutions for the Minister 
of Finance to  consker 
providing sufficient money tor 


correct the deficiencies, forthe 


House to appoint select 
committees to investigate the 


social and economic problems. 
facing the nation. 


All 11. members of. the 
Opposition tabled notices that 
they intend to deal with during 
future sittings of the House of 
Assembly. They all dealt 
generally with the nation’s 
welfare and specifically with 
matters affecting their 
constituencies. 

But, if the attitude of the 
ruling Progressive Liberal Party 
towards the Opposition during 
previous sessions of Partiament 
is any indication, then it is 
unlikely Government will pay 
any. attention to the FNM’s 
requests. 

Since the PLP’ controls the 
majority vote in the House 
{this time 31-11), hardly any 
Opposition requests for the 
appointment of select 
committees and _ resolutions 
need be agreed to. This has 
been the pattern for the past 
15 years. 

The Government rarely 
answers questions asked them 
about the nation’s business and 
treats Opposition questions 
with contempt. On Tuesday, 
PLP members giggled when 
Yamacraw MP Janet Bostwick 
moved a resolution in the 
House, that the old age pension 


be increased to $200 per 
month. 
Too, the Opposition has 


come in for cniticism for not 
being sincere in thew requests 
for the appointment of select 
committees and the passage of 
resolutions. It has been the 
opinion of Government that 
the Opposition clutters the 
agenda with these various 
matters, but seldom’ takes 
action on them. 

The criticism has also been 


“that when the Opposition has 


moved for the appointment of 
select committees, they have 
done so merely to ai their 
views on matters that are 
anti-Government and to 
dominate newspaper headlines. 
When committees are 
appointed, they rarely report 
back to Parliament. 

However, sources close to 
the Opposition say that all that 
is now changed and the nation 
will see a stronger and more 
dedicated force “fighting for 
the rights of the Bahamian 
people.” 

High Rock MP Maurice 


Moore has on_ numerous 
occasions pleaded with 
Government to provide his 
constituents with water, 


electricity and good roads. He 
has been ignored. 

On Tuesday he moved two 
resolutions that money be 
provided to give electricity to 
Free Town, High Rock, Beran 
Town, Pelican Point, McClean’s 


Town, Sweeting’s Cay and 
Water Cay, all in Grand 
Bahama. 


The other resolution was 
that money be provided to 
construct roads from High 
Rock to McClean’s Town, from 
Freeport to Water Cay, and 
from one end of the settlement 
of Sweeting’s Cay to the other. 


Frank Watson, newly-ciected 
representative for Carmichael, 
has started his parliamentary 
career with matters neve 
brought to Parliament by the 
former representative Attorney 
General Paul Adderley. 

Mr Watson wants the 
Minister responsible to instruct 
the Board of Directors of 


Batelco to provide telephone | 
se vice to residents of Golden | 


Gates Addition — Il, 
Bel-Air-Estates, Carmichael 
Village, Coral Harbour, 


Adelaide Village and Mount 
Pleasant Village, all in the 
Carmichael constituency. 
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Mr Watson also’ wants 
money to construct, equip and 
maintain a playground in 
Sunshine Park, Golden Gates 
II, Miller’s Heights, Adelaide 


Village, Carmichael Village, 
‘Mount Pleasant Village and 
‘Gambier Village. _ 


FNM Leader Kendal Isaacs, 
the new representative for the 
Delaporte constituency, on 
Tuesday also brought up 
subjects concerning his 
constituents that the former 
representative Philip Pinder 
had not brought to the House. 


Mr Isaacs in six resolutions 
asked that money be provided 
for proper drains in the Grove 
area of Delaporte; a medical 
clinic in Delaporte; a ball park 
in the greater Chippingham 
area; street lights in the Grove, 
Highland. Park and Westward 
Villas and the improvement of 
the _—srecreation park in 
Delaporte. 


In a special resolution, Mr 
Isaacs noted that the water 
supply in the Oakes Field area, 
Lightbourn Avenue, Saunders 
Road and the surrounding 
areas was inadequate and 
contained a high degree of rust. 

He wants the Minister of 
Works to have the Water 
Corporation examine _ the 
situation and improve it. 


Mr Isaacs has also asked for 
the appointment of a select 
committee to enquire into the 
high level of unemployment, 
its causes and its remedies. 


Blue Hills MP = Arthur 
Foulkes wants the Minis er of 
Finance to provide money for 
the creation of parks and 
playgrounds in the Blue Hills 
constituency. 


Montagu MP Orville 
Turnquest in a resolution 
noted that there is an urgent 
need to make provision for a 
recreational park to assist in 
the development of many 
young persons in the Johnson 
Road and Step Street area of 
the Montagu constituency. 

He wants the Munister of 
Finance to provide sufficient 
money for a recreational park 
or playing field in that area. 











Parliamentary Secretaries 
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[Text] 


THREE PLP members of 
Parliament, a former fisheries 
officer, a former UN 
representative and the 
president of the hotel union 
have been appointed 
Parliamentary Secretafies, the 
Cabinet Office announced 
today. 


Acting on the advice of 
Pnme Minister Pindling, 
Governor-General Sir Gerald 
Cash has appointed James 
Moultrie, MP for Rock Sound; 
David Knowles, MP for Salem 
and Peter Bethel, MP for St 
Johns, Parliamentary 
Secretaries. 

Mr Moultrie, formerly a 
member of the Bahamas 
delegation at the United 
Nations, will serve in the 
Ministry of External A airs. 
Mr Knowles a former president 
of the Trade Union Congress 
and president of the Bahamas 


Hotel and Catering Workers 
Union will be assigned to the 
Ministry of Labour and Mr 
Bethel, a former Fisheries 
Officer, has been attached to 
the Ministry of Agriculture, 
Fisheries and Local 
Government. 

Before serving with the 
Baharnas UN deleeation Mr 
Moultrie was vice principal in 
1973 of Donald Davis Senior 
High School. He then served as 
vice principal of C C Sweeting 
Senior High School in 1974. In 
1975 Mr Moultrie was Director 
of Youth and Community 
Services. In 1977 he _ was 
Deputy Permanent Secretary at 
the Ministry of Education and 
in 1978 served as Deputy 
Permanent Secretary at the 
Ministry of External Affairs. 
After winning the Rock Sound 
seat in a by-election after the 
death of Preston Albury in 


Future Agenda 


1980, Mr Moultrie was 
appointed to the UN. 


Mr Peter Bethel, who ousted 
Mr Norman Solomon in the 
recent general elections by 
only 10 votes, to win the St 


John’s seat at Eleuthera, joined 
the Fisheries Department at 
the Ministry of Agriculture and 
Fisheries as a biologist uf 1973. 
Mr Bethel, who holds a BSc 
degree in zoology, acted on 
several occasions as _ senior 


. fisheries officer, before being 


promoted to that position in 
1979. 

Mr David Knowles, former 
president of the Trade Union 
Congress and president of the 
hotel union since 1969 
recently announced that he 
will not be seeking re-elect 2 
as union president because he 
had been appointed to a “full 
time position oon Prime 
Minister Pindling’s task force.”’ 
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[Text] 


DEPUTY PRIME Minister member from vacating his seat 
Arthur Hanna is to ask for a if that member, before 
select committee to consider becoming interested in such 

. contract or as soon 
what exceptions ought to be ~ ‘ as 


wap practicable after becoming 
made to the provisions of the interested, discloses to the 


Constitution regarding conflict House the nature of the 
of interest in respect of contract and his interest in it. 
Members of Parliament having Article 54 of the 


Constitution provides’ that 


Parliament may, by Act of 
Parliament passed by House 
and Senate, alter any of the 
provisions of the Constitution. 
But, when it intends to alter 
certain ai -les, among which 1s 
included Article 49, special 
provisions must be taken into 
consideration. , 

To alter Article 49 of the 
Constitution, the Bill shall not 
be passed by Parliament unless 
at the finai voting in each 
House it is supported by the 


dealings with the Government. 


Article 49 of the 
Constitution presently states 
that every member of the 
House of Assembly shall vacate 
his seat in the House if he 
becomes interested in any 
government contract. 

However, that same article 
of the constitution provides 
that if in the circumstances it 
appears to the House of 
Assembly to be just to do so, 
the House may exempt any 














votes of not less than 
two-thirds of all members of 
each House. 
*Too, the Bill, after its 
passage through both Houses 
must be submitted to the 
electors qualified to vote for 
the election of members of the 
House and, on a vote in such 
manner as Parliament may 
prescribe the majority of the 
electors must approve the Bill 
before it can pass. 


Also during Tuesday's sitting 


of the House Mr Hanna said he 
would move for the 
appointment of a committce to 
consider the rules of the House 
of Assembly. 

In other. notices for 
subsequent meetings of the 
House of Assembly, Labour 
and Home Affairs Minister 
Clement Maynard is to move 
for the appointment of a 


cso: 3025/434 


committee to consider crime 
and law enforcement in the 
Bahamas. 


Health Minister Livingstone 
Coakley is to move for the 
appointment of a committee to 
consider all matters pertaining 
to expanding and improving 
the health care services in the 
Bahamas and the collection 
and disposal of garbage. 

Education Minister Darrell 
Rolle is to move for the 
appointment of a committee to 
consider education and training 
in the Bahamas. 


Youth, Sports and 
Community Affairs Minister 
Kendal Nottage is to move for 
the appointment of a 
committee to consider ways 
and means by which the talents 
of young peopie in the 
Bahamas may be productively 
mobilised in the national 
development effort. 


Labour leader David 
Knowles (PLP, Salem) is to 
move for the appointment of a 
committee to consider all 
matters relating to labour and 
industrial relations and job 
creation and employment. 


St Michael's MP George 
Mackey is to move for the 
appointment of a committee to 
consider all matters pertaining 
to social , security and the 
welfare services of the 
Bahamas. 

West End, Grand Bahama 
MP Moses Hall has been 
assigned to move the 
traditional resolution that a 
“humble address” be presented 
to Governor-General Sir Gerald 
Cash, thanking him for his 
speecn at the opening of 
Parliament. 

The House of Assembly is 
scheduled to meet again on 
October 6. 
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CENTRAL BANK QUARTERLY REVIEW NOTES REVENUES, DEFICIT 
Revenue Receipts 
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[Text] 





TOURISM expenditure in 
the Bahamas for the first 
quarter of 1982 was dowr $2.6 
million or 41 per cent over the 
comparable period last year. 

This information, contained 
in the Central Bank’s Quarterly 
Review, underscores the 
fall-off in tourists this year. 

While the Central Bank says 
tourists spent 41 per cent less 
during the first quarter of 1982 
over the comparable period last 
year, it should be noted that 
visitor arrivals were down 
significantly last year over 
1980. 

The Quarterly Review said 
that recurrent revenue receipts 
for the first quarter totalled 
$60.6 million — a decrease of 
$17.4 million (22 per cent) 
from the comparable period of 
1981. a “ 

Tax revenue, at $44.1 
million, declined by $5.4 
million (11 per cent) while 
non-tax revenue at $16.5 
million fell by $12 million (42 
per cent). 

The decrease under tax 
revenue was most visible in the 


import tax category which fell © 
by $3.2 million (10 per cent) 


to $28.6 million. 


Selective taxes on services at 
$2.7 million, motor vehicle 
taxes at $1.2 million and 
export taxes at $0.4 million 
were all down by $1 million 
(27 per cent), $0.6 million (33, 
per cent) and $0.5 million (56 
per cent) respectively. 

Departure taxes at $1.< 
million declined by $04 
million (22 per cent) while 
stamp taxes: of $3.6 million 
decreased by $0.3 million (8 
per cent). 

The two categories which 
registered increases were 
business and _ professional 
licences and property taxes of 


$1.5 million (31 per cent) and 
$0.3 million (22 per cent) 
respectively. 

The most significant 
decrease under non-tax revenue 
was in the category of fines, 
forfeits and administrative fees 
which fell by $16.7 million (71 
per cent) to $6.8 million. 

The Quarterly Review said 
that the decline from the 1981 
level was dus in large measure 
to an extraordinary payment 
made to Government last year 
which was not received during 
the reporting period. However, 
it did not say what the 
“extraordinary payment” was. 


Income from other sources 
and ‘other’ moved down by 
$2.6 million (90 per cent) cc 
$0.2 million (67 per cent) 
respectively to $0.3 million 
and $0.1 million. 

Sales of Government 
wsoperty at $8.5 million and 
income from public enterprises 
at $0.7 million were both up 
by $6.8 million and $0.5 
million respectively. 

The Quarterly Review said 
the increase in sales of 
Government property was due 
to the receipt of an installment 
payment on “the sugar mill 
plant” which was sold in 1981. 

The Central Bank was 
referring to the sale of sugar 
mill from property 
Government purchased in 
Marsh Harbour from 
Owens-Illinois, which The 
Tribune reported exclusively 
last week. 

Expenditure for the quarter 
totalled $57.8 million, an 
increase of $2.8 million (5 per 
cent) over the comparable 
period of 1981. Current 
expenditure at $50. million 
decreased by $2 million (3 per 
cent) while :apital expenditure 
at $7.8 million increased by 
$4.8 million. 











S$l-Million Budget Deficit 
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[Text] 


THE OVERALL budgetary 
position of the Bahamas was 
shown today to be in deficit by 


$1 million. 

But, according ta the 
Central Bank’s Quarterly. 
Review released on Friday, this 
deficit of $1 million was 
achieved only “by a drawdown 
of $20 million from the Cable 
Beach Project Loan, a portion 
of which went towards 
building up cash balances”. 

And, asked to comment on 
the statement today, Free 
National Movement leader 
Kendal Isaacs said it would 
appear from the report that the 
Government is having serious 
financial problems. 

The Government borrowed 
$150 million from a 
consortium of banks around 
May last year. It was to be used 
for further lending to the Hotel 
Corporation and for the 
Government to guarantee 
certain contractual obligations 
of the Corporation. This 
included the construction and 
furnishing of the 730-ro0om 


new government hotel on 
Cable Beach. 

“Based upon what you've 
read (from the Quarterly 
Review), it would appear that 
the _ Government is having 
serious financial problems and 
this is certainly something we'll 
tvant to find out more about 
when the House meets 
Tuesday,’ Mr Isaacs said. 

Mr Isaacs, who is the shadow 
Finance Minister, found it 
disturbing that the 
Govetnment is apparently 
finding it necessary to use 
money for one purpose that was 
earmarked for another 
purpose. 

Central Bank authorities 
were unavailable today to 
confirm whether this is what it 
meant by its statement in the 
Quarterly Review. t 

> The Quarterly Review for the 
/period ending Marctr said that 
‘current reverrue for the quarter 
exceeded current expenditure 
“resulting in a current surplus of 
$10.6 million. This compares 
with a current surplus of $26 
million for the same period of 
- 1981. . - 


Paper's Correction 
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[Text] 


THE CENTRAL Bank has 


estimated that 


tourism 


expenditure for the first 
‘quarter of the year was $194.5 
million — a‘decrease of $7.8 
million. 


The 


Tribune incorrectly 





CSO: 


3025/435 


reported Saturday that tourism 


expenditure was down $2.6 ° 


million (41 per cent). What 
should have been said was that 
the Government spent $2.6 
million (41 per cent) less on 
tourism in the first quarter 


over the comparable period last ~ 


year. 


“The overall budgetary 
position, including net lending 
of $3.8 million and capital 
expenditure of $7.8 million, 
showed a deficit of $1 million 
tor the same period of 1981,” 
said the Review. 

“The deficit was financed by 
a drawdown of $20 million 
from the Cable Beach Project 
loan, a portion of which went 
towards building up cash 
balances.” 

The Quarterly Review said 
that total debt repayment for 
the quarter amounted to $3 
million, a decrease of $2.8 
million from the same period 
of 1981. 

The total direct charge on 
Government at the end of the 
first quarter of 1982 stood at 
$303.5 million, an increase of 
$27 million from the fourth 
quarter of 1981. 

Contingent liabilities of the 
public corporations at $65.2 
million increased by $2.5 
million over the fourth quarter 
of 1981, bringing the total 
National Debt outstanding to 
$368.7 million for the first 
quarter of 1982. 
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ELECTRICAL WORKERS IN DISPUTE WITH EEC OVER COL INCREASE 
Growing Unrest 
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[article by Gladstone Thurston] 


[Excerpt] 





INDUSTRIAL UNRLST is 
brewing at Bahamas Electricity 
Corporation over the reported 


failure of management to pay 


union members a cost of living 
allowance under their 
agreement. 

Electrical Workers Union 
president Reginald Forbes and 
secretary Jack Cambridge filed 
two disputes over the matter at 
the Ministry of Labour this 
morning and warned that 
“tension is running high 
amongst the employees.” 

According to Cambridge, the 
dispute arose out of the 
Corporation’s alleged 
unwillingness to pay cost of 
living allowances as stipulated 
im their agreement, which 
expires April next year. 

The relevant part of the 
agreement states that if in the 
second and third year of the 
agreement the increase in the 
retail price index published by 
the Government Department 
of Statistics exceeds 8.5 per 
cent, the basic salanes or wages 
for the year will be increased 
by half the difference between 


the increase in the retail price 
index and 8.5 per cent. 

Any such increase in salaries, 
the agreement states, will be 
paid after the end of the year 
to which it applies and will be 
calculated on basic anntai 
salary or wage. | . 


According to Cambridge, the 
union is claiming 12.89 per 
cent based on the current an- 
nual rate of exchange given in 
the retail price index for June 
1981. The union further claims 
that it is entitled to half the 
difference between 8.5 per 
cent and 12.89 per cent, which 
is 2.42 per cent. 


At a meeting held yesterday, 
the Corporation agreed to offer 
the difference between 8.5 per 
cent and 9.34 percent, which 
the union claims “is totally 
contrary to our agreement.” 

The second dispute arose 
out of the Corporation’s 
alleged failure to honour the 
signatures of more than 2/3 of 
the members of the 
superannuation scheme calling 
for the amendment of the 
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present scheme. 


According to the union, that 
is possible under the terms of 
the agreement and what they 
want to do is to implement a 
money purchase pension plan, 
which will offer greater 
benefits to the employees of 
BEC. 


“The union wishes to heve 
these issues resolved 
forthwith,” Cambridge said. 
“The Corporation has had 
ample time to _ respond 
positively to them.” 


The union is asking the 
Ministry of Labour to call a 
meeting as soon 4s possible 
with a view to having the issues 
resolved. 


“The union is not prepared 
to be fooled into believing that 
all is being done to implement 
a Money Purchase Pension 
Plan,” Cambridge said. “It is 
important to mention that 
tension is running’ high 
amongst the employees with 
respect to those unresolved 
issues.” 











Strike Vote 
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[Text ] 


THE ELECTRICAL Workers 
Union has voted to take 
industrial action against 
Bahamas Electricity 
Corporation (BEC) over the 
reported failure of 
management to pay workers a 
cost of living allowance under 
them contract. 

Last week union president 
Reginald Forbes and secretary 
Jack _ Cambridge _filed,, two 
disputes over the” matter at the 


: Ministry“of Labour and warned 


them that “tension is running 
high amongst the employees.” 
At  a_ specially called 
meeting, the union members 
voted unanimously to take 
industrial action against BEC if 
the matter is not resolved. No 
course of action has been 
decided yet “but whatever 
action is necessary we will take 
it,” Forbes said after the 
meeting. ’ 


CSO: 3025/435 


The union is awaiting a reply 
from the Ministry of Labour 
setting out times of 
conciliation meetings. They 
expect to hear from the 
Ministry within the next week. 

Another dispute arose out of 
the Corporation’s alleged 
failure to honour the signature 
of more than two-thirds of the 
members of the _ superan- 
nuation scheme calling for the 
amendment of the present 
scheme. 

According to the union, that 
is possible under the terms of 
the agreement and what they 
want to do is to implement a 
money purchase pension plan 
which will offer greater 
benefits to the employees of 
BEC. 

“It is im oo: .ant to mention 
that tension is running high 
amongst employees’ with 
respect to those unresolved 
issues,” secretary Cambridge 
said. 
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GOVERNMENT, PUBLIC WORKERS ON COLLISION COURSE OVER WAGES 


Adams' ‘Final Offer' 
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[Text] 


PRIME Minister Tom Adams yesterday gave 
public workers in Barbados a final take-it-or 
leave-it wage offer. 

They either take a $25 a week increase 
or Government will legislate it in October. 


After protracted negotiations and _ public 
demonstrations by workers, Government yesterday 
made a final offer to the seven unions representing 
public workers. 

The package, to cost government about $25 
million more annually; will guarantee a minimum 
across-the-board weekly increase of $25 to eve 
wey employee. This works out at $108 per mont 
or a two-year period from April this year. 

- After three hours of talks at government headquarters, the 
Adams government issued a statement last night which made it 
clear that if unions were not prepared to accept the offer, the 


next stop would betogoto 
Parliament. 


It said: ‘The Government will 
now take steps to have the 
necessary Civil Establishments 
Order and other legislative 
documents fe et and sent 
down to Parliament shortly 
after Parliament resumes its 
sitting. following the current 
recess to give effect to the 
government's latest offer." 


‘The Government's formula 
offers a new deal to the lowest 
paid workers. those who now 
receive $6 024 a year or $502 
per month would move to $7 932 
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a year or $661 per montn. 


This is an increase of $150 
r month as compared with 
108 per. month for other 


The largest of the unions, the 
National Union of Public 
Workers (NUPW), representing 


7 000 of the Government's | 


15 000 employees, had asked 
for increases ranging from as 
high as 39 percent at the bottom 
of the salary scales to 25 
percent atthe top. 


BARBADOS 








Text of Government Statement 
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(Text] 


FOLLOWING is a statement 
issued by the Government Infor- 
mation Service, last night, on the 
state of salary negotiations for 
public workers in Barbe os: 


The Government of Barbados 
‘has given careful consideration 
to the claims made on behalf of 
public servants, and has conclud- 
ed that it will not be in a position 
at the present time to finance an 
increase in the wage bill. of more 
than $25 million. 


Accordingly, the Prime 
Minister met with the workers 
representatives this afternoon 
and made the final offer of $25 
per week or $108 per month 
across the board for a period of 
two years, beginning on April i. 
1981. 


Within this offer special con- 
sideration was given to the 
lowest paid workers. In addition 
to granting them the across the 
board increase the Government 
has decided, that the two lowest 
salary points in the existing 
structure would be abolished 
and the new bottom point of the 
salary structure would equate to 
the lowest point for key scale 
workers. This would result in a 
higher level of increase for the 
lowest paid workers than for 
others. 


In practical terms the workers 
at the bottom point of the salary 
structure who now receive 
$6 024 per annum or $502 per 
month; would move to $7 932 
per annum or $661 per month: or 
an increase of $150 per month as 
compared to $108 per month for 
other workers. 


It has also been decided that 
the format of the salary struc- 
ture would be altered in order to 
give each step in the structure an 
independent number. This 
alteration would have the effect 
of facilitating the regrading of 
posts in the future. 


“When negotiations for a new 
salaries and wages agreement 
for public servants started in 
January this year. some unions 
submitted «aims for increases 
ranging from as high as 39 per- 
cent at the bottom of the salary 
scales, to 25 percent at the top.. 


It is obvious, however, that the 


state of the Government's. 


port increases of this magni 
which could be accommodat 
only at the expense of massive 
lay-offs in the public service. 
The Cabinet therefore gave 


very careful consideration to the 
state of Government’: iinances 
and the national econ: ny and 
concluded that it woula we shirk- 
ing its responsibilities i: t allow- 
ad itself to be forced int» a posi 
tion where such massive 
unemployment was c”- 1:ed. 


finances could not possibly on 
ated 
t 


In making this offer .he Prime 
Minister informed the unions 
that even this settlement would 
increase Governmem. exper- 
diture by some $25 miilion and 
could be made only on the basis 
of borrowing, both ‘. support 
Government's cash flow and 
maintain the foreign : eserves. 


Adams presented ‘fe unions 
with a document show: ig that an 
increase in wage-induced cur- 
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rent expenditure above $25 
million would require either 
short-term commercial borrow- 
ing at high interest rates. or Cen 
tral Bank accommodation of the 
resulting fiscal deficit. 

‘In this respect a public sector 
wage setilement of $25 million 
wilt in itself contribute to a fall in 
the net foreign assets of the 
monetary authorities from $87 
million to $37 million i 
1982. It would be unsafe and un- 
wise from a national point of 
view to allow our net foreign 


reserves to fall below this level.” 
“He also pointed out that for 
the period April to July, 1982, 
current revenue amounted to 
$141.1 million, down eight per- 
cent from the figure of $155.3 
million for the same period in 
1981. But that current e 
diture had however risen - 
‘ree percent from $150 million 
{April to July. 1981) to $151.1 


illion in 1982. 
“Tourism in June, said Adams, 
had failen by 26 percent and the 


sugar harvests of 1981 and 1982, 
were the worse since 1948. 


“The Prime Minister gave the 
unions every assurance that as 
soon as the way could be found, 
the restraint implied by an im 
crease of $25 million would be 
eased. 

“The Government will now 
take steps to have the necessary 
Civil Establishment Orders and 
other legislative documents 
—— and sent down to 

rliament shortly after Parlia- 
ment resumes its sitting follow- 
ing the current recess to give ef- 
= to the Government's latest 
offer." 








Unemployment Implications 
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(Text ] 


Governor of the Central 
Bank, Dr. Courtney Blackman 
has said that if wage increases 
continue in the order of 25 per 
cent we can expect further 
unemployment. 

Dr. Blackman who was 
speaking on the economy 
yesterday said he was amazed 
at how the private sector could 
offer wage increases between 
25 and 30 per cent. He said that 
the $25 million government . 
will have to pay public 
workers in wage increases 
will cause a lot of difficulties 
for Government to meet. 

The Central Bank Governor 
noted that because of the 
country’s current economic 
Situation which he described 
as ‘‘difficult’’, it was even 
more imperative that ‘‘we 
keep wage and salary in- 
creases within reasonable 
limits, if we ire to avoid even. 


higher levels ot unem- 
ployment and further 
deterioration in our balance of 
ents position.”’ 
"Be. Eiskman did not 
specify what was a reasonable 
percentage wage increase. 
He said that unemployment 
had risen during the first 


although he was unable to give’ 


specific figures he said he felt 
it had also risen during the 
second quarter.’ 


While noting that the 
country was ina more difficult 
economic Situation than at the 
end of 1981, Dr. Blackman said 
that it was not desperate, not 
even grim for that matter. He, 
however, suggested that we 
need to be careful, wise and 
sensible. 


Dr. Blackman said that if 
> Central Bank had not 
imposed measures to deal 
with the ecoromic problems 


NUPW Objections 


our situation would have been 
untenable and added that the 
Situation will not change until 
we get more tourists, export 
more sugar and sell more 
manufactured goods. 


He said that the slight ease 
in inflation continued into the 
second quarter, largely due to 
lower rates of increases in 
food and beverages, clothing 
and household operations, and 
furnishing categories. This is 
mainly the result of the 
downward trend of inflation in 
the United States and a 
reduction in domestic 
demand. 


Dr. Blackman added that 
average prices for the 12 
months ending June 1982 were 
12.4 per cent higher than a 
year ago. However, the retail 
price index rose only 4.9 per 
cent between December 1981 
and June 30, 1982. 
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[Text] 


Government’s decision to 
legislate salaries and wages 
for public workers has been 
described as a serious attack 
on the collective bargaining 
process. 

This is the view of the 
National Union of Public 
Workers’ (NUPW) which has 
issued a statement following 
Government's announcement 
on Monday that it was offerin 
public workers $108 a mont 
or $25 weekly across the boa: i 
increase in wages. 

Government's decision has 
already met with strong 


condemnation from most ot 
the island’s major trade 
unions. 

The NUPW which 
represents some 7 000 public 
workers said that ‘‘collective 
bargaining cannot take place 
against a background of 
unilateral decision-making 
but with due regard for 
established codes of conduct.”’ 

The union's national council 
will be meeting next week 
Thursday at 5 p.m. to decide 
on a course of action aimed at 
forcing Government back to 
the bargaining table. 











PPM Support for Unions 
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[Text] 


The Peoples Pressure 
Movement (PPM) has thrown 
its weight behind the island's 
trade unions who have been 
angered at Government’s 
decision last Monday to settle 
talks for higher pay for civil 
servants with a final offer 


which will be legislated in 
Parliament. 

The unions have condemned 
Government's action an- 
nounced by Prime Minister 
Mr. Tom Adams at a meeting 
he held with the unions 


on the situation, 
Mr. Eric Sealy said that the 
hard facts o 
eventually 
selves, and 
ment to 
barg” ining table. 


representing public sector 
employees.- -° ~~ - 


In a commentary yesterda? 
PM leader 


reality have 
resented ‘hem- 

urged Govern- 
return to. the 


Mr. Sealy said the country 


cannot afford to ferget the 
stand taken in 1976 by Mr. 
Adams’ 
Party in similar negotiations 
between the unions and the 


Barbados Labour 


then Government. Mr. Adams 

was ——T Leader up to 

September 2, 1976. 
ccording to the PPM 


“leader: “His (Mr. Adams’) 


present decision contradicts 
completely what was said in 
1976." 

Mr. Sealy said the reality is 
that all civil servants are 
being paid by the taxpayers, 
and an increase in their 
salaries can mean an increase 
in taxation. 


“This being so the PPM 
calls upon Government to 
abandon the idea of legislating 
salaries, return to the 
——— table, inform the 
people of Barbados of the true 
economic position of the 
country and completely ignore 

arliamentary measures, 
Sealy said. 

He said the PPM will on 
Sunday night elaborate fur- 
ther on the (topic at a erate 
scheduled for the Fairchil 
Street. Marke Square 
beginning 2°)... 


BWU Rejection 
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[Text] 


The Barbados Workers’ 
Union (BWU) has deemed 
as umacceptable_ the 
Government's offer ta 
public workers of $25 a 
week or $108 across the 
board. 

Speaking at the weekly 
news conference, the 
General Secretary of the 
BWUL, Mr. Frank Walcott, 
said that such an offer 
would leave the workers in 
a deficit position and in 
some instances ‘‘carry 
them to a poverty line 
position.” 


[— 


CD 


Mr. Walcott said that the 
BWU would be willing to’ 
accept an increase this year 
and a smaller increase next 
year, to give the Government 
some scope. He criticised the 
Government, whose advisors, 
Mr. Walcott said, had the idea 
that they could not move from 
the offer made. 

‘One cannot be wedded to a 
figure,’ he said, ‘‘and look at 
a as if thes are decrees 
which cannot uc changed.”’ 

The Government last 
Monday issued a statement 
that it was not in a position to 
finance the wage bill by more 
than $25 million. It stated that 











ine state of the Government's 
finances could not support 
increases of the magnitude 
reguested by the unions 
without massive lay-offs in the 
ublic sector. Some unions 
ad submitted claims for 
increases ranging as high as 
oe e bottom of the 
Salary scale and 25 per cent at 
the top 
Mr. Walcott said yesterday, 
however, that $25 million 
could not be the limitation. 
The BWU leader noted that 


since the last wages set- 
tlement for public workers in 
i980 the workers had been left 
with their real income position 
diminished. 

The slender increases that 
the (Government) proposal 
offered, Mr. Walcott said, 
would place the worker in a 
position even more inferior to 
that in which he was in 1980. 

Mr. Walcott said that this 
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(Text ] 


The Barbados Union of 
Teachers (BUT) has passed a 
resolution calling for the union 
executive to implement 
strategies to bring Govern- 
ment back to the negotiating 
table for increase pay for 
teachers. 

The resolution was passed 
at a meeting the union held 
yesterday and came in the 
wake of the BUT's rejection of 
Government's supposed 
settlement of the negotiations 
for higher pay for public 
workers,. 

Last Monday Prime 
Minister Mr. Tom Adams said 
Government was unable to 
finance an increase in the 
public sector wages bill of 
more than $25 million, and had 
therefore made a final offer of 
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would be unreasonable to ask 
of the workers, and questioned 
why the workers should be in a 
deficit position and have their 
purchasing power eroded. 

_ He explained that the cost of 
re over the two-year 
period had moved by 20 per 
cent. This meant, he added, 
that the purchasing power of 
the workers had been 
diminishing over this period, 
without any corresponding 
redress. 

‘“Now the time has come to 
redress this imbalance,”’ Mr. 
Walcott said, ‘the unions are 
— asked to underwrite a 
further deficit that would 
reduce even more the pur- 
chasing power of the worker 
and in some instances carry 
him to a _ poverty line 
position.” 

Mr. Walcott rejected the 
suggestion that the workers 
had been the cause of in- 
flation. He noted that the 


BUT Position 


$108 per month to or $25 
weekly to all public sector 
workers. 

He also said Government 
will take steps to have the 


necessary vil _ Establish- 


ment Orders and other 
legislation and documents 
repared and sent down to 
arliament when that body 
reconvenes after the summer 
recess. 


The BUT was among the 
unions critical of Govern- 
ment’s decision and had 
subsequently summoned 
yesterday's meeting. 


BUT President Mr. Victor 
Hutchinson said Govern- 
ment’s tactics had been used 
in successive negotiations 
since 1976, and ‘‘whereas such 
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economic ponee of the 
Government had been to in- 
dicate that the workers’ wages 
in the Public Service 
represenied areas of an- 
noyance. He pointed out, 
however, that the Public Ser- 
vice could not function with- 
out the human element which 
he said was the main source of 
manning the public wheel. 

Mr. Walcott also said that 
since the Government had 
opened price support to one 
element in the industry, the 
sugar industry and there 
would be no limitations to 
others seeking similar aid. 

He described the economic 
policy of the Government as 
‘provocative and counter 
productive’’ which would tend - 
to create a spirit of despon- 
dancy and hopelessness 
among the Public Service 
rather than an urge among 
workers to do their utmost for 
the Service. 


a principle strikes <! the very 
root of collective bargaining, 
and threatens the very sur- 
vival and existence of the free 
trade union movement of 
Barbados and democracy in 
Barbados. . 

“Be it resolved that this 
—" condemns the con- 
tinued legislation of salaries; 
beit further resolved that this 
meeting mandates the union’s 
executive to plan and im- 
lement strategies aimed at 
ringing the Government 
back to the bargaining table,” 
Mr. Hutchinson said. 


.. He added that the BUT-will 
ima matter of afew days be 
making certain approaches 
consistent with the decisiou 
taken yesterday, and fs hoping 
fer trade union co-operation 
on the issue. a) 
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WORKERS UNION TO EXPAND COUNCIL FROM 24 TO 27 MEMBERS 
Bridsetown SUNDAY ADVOCATE-NEWS in English 15 Aug 82 p 1 


(text] The Barbados Workers' Union is planning to increase the membership 
of its Executive Council from 24 to 27, 


When the union holds its annual general conference on the last Saturday in 

this month among the mtters on the agenda to be dealt with is an amendment 

to Rule 8, sub-section (11); "to increase the membership of the Executive 
> 


Council from 24 to 27, 


This is the union's highest decision-making body. It usually meets on 
Wednesday nights. 


Incumbent president Lemuel Daniel has been nominated unopposed for the post 
once again while eight persons have been nominat . for the vice president 
posts. They are Joseph Boyce, Courtney Carrington, Sylvester Forde, 
Sinclair Gittens, Frank howard, Ivor Inniss, Gordon Parris and Alwyn Tull. 


The treasurer, Mr Dennis Gibbs, has also been nominated unopposed for that 
post once again, 


Three women, Ms Wendy Griffith, Ms Dorothy Williams and Ms Dolores Hunte 
are among those persons nominated for posts on the executive council as well 
as Government Senator John Williams, He is head of the Cable and Wireless 
division of the union, 


Three resolutions are down for discussion at the annual conference; 
Emergency Powers Bill 1982; Collective Bargaining and Youth Employment, 


The BWU is totally opposed to proposed legislation dealing with a new 
Emergency Powers Bill and has publicly campaigned against it. The union 
said such legislation is totally uncalled for and has ~uestioned why it 
is being introduced at this time, 


Only last week the union came out against Government's final pay offer for 
public workers of $108 a month across the board and was severely critical 
of Government. 


This year's annual conference, the 4lst, is being held at its Mangrove, St 
Philip Labour College, The guest speaker has not yet been named, 
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COUNTRY 


STRAINS IN DLP, LEADERSHIP SELECTION ANALYZED 


SECTIO 


» 
‘ 


T 
‘ 


Bridgetown THE NATION in English 13 Aug 82 p 21 


(Article by Herbie Arthur] 


Text ] 


EVERY year for some years now 
at about this time deliberate 
attempts have been made by 
interested parties to sow the 
seeds of dissension within the 
ranks of the (now) Opposition 
Democratic Labour Party. 
Notwithstancing, the 
Democratic Labour Party now 
appears to have developed 
severe internal stressed and 
strains in terms of ganerai party 
organisation and leadership, if 
not in philosophy and ideology. 
My own view has been thet as 
long as Mr. Barrow was willing 
re able to carry on as leader, 
the leadership problem at least 
was more imaginary than real. 
Two successive lection 
defeats under the ostensible 
leaderahip of Mr. Barrow with 
his counterpart Mr. Adams 
going from strength and the 
issue of age — more and more 
relevant, debatable and 
credible — have tended to give 
cause for genuine concem in 
DLP party circles, with con- 
tenders among the younger 
party stalwarts making unv ed 
moves to equip themselves for 
what has been loo like the 
inevitable takeover time 


around. 

The leadership struggle was 
therefore 
more real than imaginary. 

In an unassailable and 
unimpeachable political tactic, 
the governing )} party t s 
been sparing no effort to have 
those whom they consider to be 
their chief threats sliminated. 
Accordingly, they mounted the 
most aggressive campai 
against Dr. Rameses me pow 
Dr. Richie Haynes. Dr. Caddle 
succumbed, but Dr. Haynes got 


beginning to appear 


_ dang y 
and misinterpreting. 


home again in the 1981 alec- 
tions. ey have shown no 
particular resentment to Mr. 
Erskine Sandiford whom! might 
warn at this stage both they and 


cortain over-sensitive DLP 
supporters appear to be 
misunderstanding 


On the other hand the 
campai “of vilification 
mount agdinst Dr. Haynes 
has been unquestionably unfair, 
unfounded and improper. 

The irony of it all is that the 
BLP strategy as it relates 
specifically to Dr. Haynes is 
turning out to be a classic back- 
fire since the personal attacks 
have been bringing him into 
direct frontal combat with their 
“wizard” 
Adams , point of 
historical fect, hes not been 
getting the better of Dr. Haynes. 

Having taken on the BLP 
“dangerman” time and time 
again with phenomenal success, 
Dr. Haynes is now a clear front- 
runner with only a mopping-up 
corrective task on his personal 
image, which it must con- 
ceded that the BLP has suc- 
ceeded in damaging severely, 
laft on his hands. 

The other acknowledged con 
tender Mr. Branford Taitt has 
been using his political talents to 
the fullest and continues to carry 
great sway in quarters where it 
matters. 

But his supporters must not 
become co between the 
vision of a man “out front” and 
that of a man “out there’, 
commanding attention. 

But in the interim Mr. 
Barrow's recent performances, 
particularly in the debate on the 


BARBADOS 














CSO 


3025/438 


Emergency Powers Billihave sent 
compelling ripples of warning 
across the entire country that 
he still has a great deal of fight 
in him and that he has not lost 
the feel nor the flair for sterling 
- Y 

So it boils down to this: 
Because the DLP is so well 
served in its potential for 
national leadership it is ex- 
pedient for the BLP to continue 
to create a credible impression 
that there is in fact a leadership 
struggle within the opposition 
camp. 


But by the same token, it is 
imperative that all members of 
the DLP, after God and country, 
with the necessary allowances 
and work com 


above narrow personal 
interests and ambitions. 


There is no doubt that Mr. 
Barrow’s image and presence 
are still crucial to the fortunes 
of his party but he must not seek 
to capitalise on this and —— 
it to the unnecessary risk of 
defeat on the issue of leadership 
unless there is a clear in- 


dication that the people have 





bee. convinced of the folly of 


condemning its most useful 
citizens as outmoded. If there is 
any doubt Mr. Barrow should, 
and I am convinced will, give 


But since he cannot hold a 
referendum on this issue it 


U1 


NO 


would appear that the next best 
move would be to have all 
contenders for party leadership 
including Mr. Barrow, cast 
aside all their strategies, 
inhibitions, or even mani- 
festations of pride or fear of 
defeat, and present themselves 
for endorsement at this year's 
party conference. 

They must all contend equally 
this year for the presidency of a 
restructed party in which the 
president will assume 
un ionable and un- 
challengeable control of the 
party with the power to 
delegate any of the authority 
reposed in him which he may 
find too burdensome or in- 
consistent with the human 
possibilities. 

Whoever wins the presidency 
this year should be in a position 
to carry on without the 
organisational humbug of being 
debarred after two successive 

ars, so that he in his turn may 

able to place his own stamp 
on the party, and consolidate 
himself in such a manner as to 
be able to confront his coun- 
terpart in the BLP in the full 
confidence of total party 
backing. 


The Dems must close ranks 
this year behind the man they 
wish to lead them in the next 


genera) election if a people 
committed * nocracy are to 
be eccore d their rightful 
privies: .of a creditable and 
—" alternative govern- 
msat. 
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CENTRAL BANK GOVERNOR NOT OPTIMISTIC ON 


ECONOMY 


Bridgetown ADVOCATE=NEWS in English 11 Aug 82 p 


[Text] 


Barbados is expected to 
experience a continued 


weak economic  per- 
formance during the 
second half this year. 


This has been stated by 
Governor of the Central 
Bank, Dr. Courtney Black- 
man, who yesterday 
reviewed economic ac- 
tivity during the first six 
months of this year at a 
press conference 
yesterday at his Treasury 
Building office. 


He said that during the first 
half of this year “deep and 
persistent recession in the 
international economy, 
especially in the United States 
and Canada, continues to 
depress economic activity in 
Barbados.”’ 

The Central Bank Governor 
said output fell in the first half 
of this year with sugar, 
tourism and manufacturing 
all on the decline. He said that 
earnings from sugar were 
particularly depressed owing 
to reduced output and ex- 
tremely low world market 
prices, while tourism and 
manufacturing continued to 
be weakened as overseas 
demand stagnated. 


Dr. Blackman added that 
the oudook for the remainder 
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of the year appeared as 
though it will be weak and said 
that ‘it now seems that real 
GDP (Gross Domestic 
Product) may fall by two per 
cent. following last year's 
drop of 2.6 per cent. This 
weakness retiects sharper 
than expected declines in the 
Government, tourism, sugar 
and construction sectors. 


“The Central Bank expects 
that a balance of payments 
deficit of about $70 million will 
have to be financed during the 
second half of the year,’ Dr 
Blackman added 


This year sugar production 
dropped to a disappointin 
87 9'6 tonnes (last year’s tota 
was 95000 tonnes) while 
prices on the world market 
were only 105 pounds Sterling 
per tonne, compared with 167 
pounds sterling per tonne at 
the end of last year 


Dr. Blackman also noted 
that our tourist industry was 
especially hard hit by the 
failure of Canadian and 
British tour operators. Tourist 
arrivals, which nad fallen 
about eight per cent in the first 
quarter were 142 576 to the end 
of May compared with 155 482 
for the same period last year 

Apart .rom_ electronics, 
manufacturing output at the 
end of May was'6.3 lower than 
for a similar period of 1981 


FL 
ww 


7 
i 


BARBADOS 


He added that “our weak 
balance of payments position 
has prevented any ease in the 
tight monetary and fiscal 


measures adopted during the 
last year. These measures, 
together with the effects of the 
international recession, have 
dampened domestic demand 
and reduced total spending. 
‘The demand for com- 
mercial loans remained low 
and there was only modest 
growth in the deposits of the 
commercial banking system. 
Commercial bank lending to 
the private sector declined 
during the first half of the year 
as personal loans and oe 
for distribution were reduc 
io levels stipulated by the 
Central Bank.” he added. 


He added that after im- 
provements towards the end 
of March, Government 
finances weakened in the 
second quarter as reduced 
economic activity depressed 
revenues, adding that despite 
tight restraints on current and 
capital expenditure, the 
overall fiscal deficit widened. 

“The overall fiscal deficit is 
expected to reach $127 million, 
which, although $55 million 
less than 1981 it is still con- 
siderable and will pose severe 
financing  difficulues for 
Government,” Dr. Blackman 
said. 
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UNIONS PROJECT TRADE UNION CONGRESS IN BID FOR UNITY 


Bridgetown SUNDAY SUN in English 15 Aug 82 p 32 


(Article by William Bradshaw] 


[Text] 
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PLANS are being made for the formation of a Trade 
Union Congress of Barbados. 


At a meeting in the Law Faculty of the Universi 
Indies Cave Hill, representatives from @ number of trade unions 


of the West 


in the island yesterday adopted a resolution to this effect. 
The resolution reads: ‘We the representatives of the unions 


will do all in our power to seek t 


membership of each union as | forwar 
t e 


Unions represented a 
meeting were the West Indies 
Group of University Teacher 
(WIGUT) on whose initiative the 
meeting was called; the Bar 
bados Industriel and General 
Workers Union (BIGWU); the 
Barbados Union of Teachers 
(BUT); the Barbados Secondary 
Teachers Union (BSTU); and the 
National Union of Public 
Workers (NUPW}. 


The Barbados Nurses 
Association, which is now 
seeking trade unions status, 
was also represented. 


Delegates at the meeting were 
fully in favour of the astablish- 
ment of such a body, and 
thrashed out details of how it 
should be formed. 

A broad-based __ steering 
committee contprising members 

at the meeting, and many from 
the individual unions who 
wished to participate was 
agreed upon. 


David Bowen. .of the NUPW, 
was appointed convenor of the 
oy Rs ile Grace Thompson of 
the ) was named secretary. 


_— 


a 


here assembled, hereby show commitment to the formation of a 
Trade Union Congress for Barbados, and will take all steps to 
ensure that this is implemented within the shortest possible tim : 
and to include all other unions not represented here today, s ~\/8 
agreement of th» ge.eral 
by their leacers." 


Delegates also agreed to 


-golicit information from other 


trade union congresses in the 
region to heip with constitution 
for the organisation, and also 
asked each individual union to 


submit a two—page document on 
the subject. 


September 11, was ten- 
tatively fixed as the date for the 
next meeting. 

In an opening statement, 
president of WIGUT, Francis 
Alexis, said workers’ union had 
to be always on guard against: 
attempts by other concerns to 
play one union off against- 
another. 

He pointed | that a 
congress was a federation. and 
not a unitary state. Therefore it 
was not necessary that ail 
members should have identical 
views on every question that 
arose. 
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BRIEFS 


INDEPENDENT CADET CORPS--From next month when the new school year opens, an 
Independent Cadet Corps will be established and based at St, Ann's Fort, 
Garrison, St. Michael, This was yesterday disclosed by Colonel Rudyard 
Lewis, Chief of Staff of the Barbados Defence Force, during an address at 
the final parade of activities of the Barbados Cadet Corps for the year 
1982-83. Colonel Lewis said that the Independent Corps would be designed 
for students who have left school, students who are still at school and 
students of Independent private schools, [Excerpt] [Bridgetown SUNDAY 


ADVOCATE=NEWS in English 15 Aug 82 p 1] 
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COUNTRY SECTION BRAZIL 


PROFESSORS INTERVIEWED ON STUDY OF POLITICAL POWER OF CEB'S 
Rio de Janeiro JORNAL DO BRASIL in Portuguese 25 Jul 82 Supplement p 2 


[Interview with Professors Antonio Luis Paixao and Antonio Octavio Cintra 
of Belo Horizonte by Jose de Castro, chief editor of the JORNAL DO BRASIL 
phe} office in Belo Horizonte, Minas Gerais; date and place not indi- 
cated 


[Text] The Base Ecclesiastic Communities [CEB] are primarily identified by 
their religious nature and there is evidence that their electoral influence 
may be less than is commonly imagined; these are the statements by Pro- 
fessors Antonio Luis Paixao and Antonio Octavio Cintra of Belo Horizonte, 
who recently concluded one of the few studies on the subject available in 
the country. 


"The significance of the CEB's for the Brazilian political system appears 
to reside more in their capacity as recruiters of followers for certain 
political parties," said Antonio Octavio Cir.tra. He thinks the prospects 
For coexistence between the communities and the PT [Workers Party], for 
example, are not good. 


In preparing the study "Religious Movements and Political Mobilization: The 
Base Ecclesiastical Communities," the two professors interviewed scholars, 
members and theoreticians of the CEB's themselves, and made field observa- 
tions. At the end, they discovered that the communities are as different 

as the regions of the country, the diocese and the church officials. 


[ Question] What are the Base Ecclesiastic Communities? 


Paixao: There is as yet no very precise definition. The term sometimes 
came to designate any group organized by the Catholic Church in its 
pastoral operations. In a country which is so regionally diversified, the 
phenomenon of the CEB's varies widely in the country despite the organiza- 
tional capability of the Church an’ its centralization. There is even 

the fact that not all the bishops are equally enthusiastic with respect to 
the form of CEB's, as they are configured in some centers such as Greater 
Sao Paulo, Vitoria and Recife, or in areas where the agricultural frontiers 
are expanding, for example. The character of the CEB's depends greatly on 
the support of the bishop, on his support of them. Therefore, to speak of 








the CEB's in general is to run the risk of a hasty generalization. Their 
nature depends on the region, the bishop, the priest, among other things. 


[Question ] Is there any information as to their number in the country? 


Cintra: There is no consensus among scholars and members as to the number 
of CEB's in Brazil. Estimates range from 50,000 to 80,000 each of them 
containing between 10 and 100 members. These great variations in the 
estimates are explained in large part by the various meanings attributed 
to the term CEB. 


[Question] Generally, however, when the press, politicians and government 
officials speak of the CEB's, they have in mind a phenomenon which appears 
as a great novelty in the Brazilian Church. 


Cintra: Yes. In those cases we could call examples of the phenomenon, they 
are clearly distinguished from other forms of religious organization and are 
typical of some diocese, although they are far from constituting a majority. 
Some very heterogeneous organizations such as Street Groups, Bible Discussion 
Groups, Short Courses and other forms of coordination of parochial activity, 
including the CEB's themselves, are grouped under the generic term of CEB's. 


Paixao: And the outstanding CEB's, the models, which have attracted so much 
attention, are distinguished from other forms of organization. They pre- 
suppose a headquarters, a meeting place and, in sev>r i cases, a place for 
providing community services. A parish could have several CEB's. In 
parishes headed by conservative vicars, they may form independently of the 
parish. Pastoral and political work is orieuted by pastoral agents (priests, 
brothers, seminarists or laymen) and planned in weekly meetings with the 
participants. 


[Question] How did the CEB's come about? 


Paixao: Primarily in the case of Sao Paulo, where the phenomenon appears 

to be more developed, they resulted from an evolutionary process whose first 
stage was the formation of the so-called Street Groups, which consisted of 
residents who are willing to pray in a group. On the basis of that, the 
pastoral agent seeks to introduce into the group the discussion of secular 
problems and proposals for community political mobilization around them. 

It is a slow process which leads to a second stage, the creation of 
"community councils," and the division of the participants and their 
organization into groups of mothers, youth and married couples. 


Cintra: We could thus define the CEB's as being org: izations of popular 
classes in territorial bases where their problems are discussed "in the 
light of faith." They are guided by a pastoral agent and the great 
intellectual inspiration is provided by the Theology of Liberation. 
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[Question ] By doing this does the Church acquire a new image less tied to 
the pulpit and the confessional? 


Cintra: The Church does not abandon, and it even recovers, some traditional 
religious practices. However, the work of the CEB's means the creation and 
strengthening of a new identity for the Catholic Church--the church of the 
poor and the impoverished. It also means the enlargement of its presence 

in the social area, primarily through decentralization and the mobilization 
of new cadres: The pastoral agents, particularly the laymen. This, 
therefore, allows reasonable victories in the competition with believers 

and Umbandistas [ Voodoo | for spiritual control of the lower urban classes, 
sector in which the Church had been suffering devastating losses in its 
flock. 


[Question] And what are the consequences of that work for the political 
parties? 


Paixao: An evaluation is not easy. Their membership has been pointed out 
as one of the factors for the success of opposition candidates in the 1978 
elections. However, studies on electoral trends in localities present 
evidence that the influence of the CEB's in electoral politics may be over- 
estimated. 


Cintra: The significance of the CEB's for the Brazilian political system 
appears to reside more in their nature as a social movement and less on 
their capabilities as recruiters of followers for certain political parties. 


[Question] If they do not act directly in the political parties, in what 
fashion does the work of the CEB's manage to benefit the community? 


Cintra: Generally by exerting mass pressure on the state bureaucracy. In 
the case of Sao Paulo and some other regions, these pressures have resulted 
in reasonable gains in terms of supplies of collective benefits for the area, 
which provides a considerable strengthening in the members of their sense 

of a new specific identity for the community, that of living together and 
fighting together for their rights, the construction of a new neighborhood 
and a better society. Unity and struggle appear as the alternative to the 
"crushing of the people by government." 


[Question] What about that much mentioned support of the CEB's for the old 
Popular Party? 


Paixao: That support, which is supposed to be quite strong, appears to be 
more the acquiescience by the rank and file to the authority of the pastoral 
agent than to spontaneous support of the area masses for the political 
proposals of the party. Despite attempts to "make the people speak," it is 
difficult to avoid the creation of a new form of power or control by the 

lay or religious pastoral agent over the people. 
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[Question] Does not the support of the PT, a party created by nonprofes- 
sional politicians, not also reflect the discredit into which professional 
politicians have fallen? 


Paixao: In that definition of unity and struggle as alternatives to the 
"crushing of the people by government," is implicit a profound distrust of 
the state and professional politicians, who are viewed as the administrators 
of the social iniquities of the capitalist system. 


[Question ] But the government, particularly in Minas, has sought to encour- 
age the neighborhood communities with objectives similar to those of the 
CEB's. 


Cintra: It happens that such a view of politics prevents the involvement 
and takeover of the CEB's or their members by state bureaucracies sensitive 
to their demands. Compliance with demands is interpreted as an obligation 
of the state, which in the final analysis is seen as being responsible for 
the privations of the area, and not as a favor to be paid for by means of 
electoral support. The CEB's would not form themselves as "customers" 
available to the political machine because successful demands attest only 
to the efficiency of the forms of struggle used. It is worth repeating that 
this is the position of the pastoral agents and of the more politicized 
members. There is no basis for generalizing that affirmation for the mass 
of the members. 


[Question] Has the PT really made great inroads a: ng the CEB's? 


Paixao: There is a convergence between the CEB's and the PT. Both organi- 
zations emerged with the idea of a movement which expresses the will and the 
interests of the rank and file. And the pessimistic view of traditional 
political activity determines the logic of choosing the PT by a large part 
of the members and leaders of the CEB's. However, the political growth and 
prominence of the CEB's do not necessarily indicate the large-scale chan- 
neling of voters of the area to the PT. Some empirical research evaluates 
such a directed mobilization capability with a certain pessimism. 


Cintra: An important phenomenon also occurs: The "benefits" which the 
neighborhood organizations obtain through the activities of the CEB's are 
not necessarily attributed to them. A resident who is not a participant in 
the active cell of the CEB's may attribute them to a government agency, the 
politicians or the prefect and in this case the CEB does not profit 
politically. 


[Question] Would not the participation in political ~ovements, almost 
always of the opposition, be alienating some of the taithful? 


Cintra: That politicizing does not fail to clash with the emphasis on 
popular and traditional religiousness, the instrument for the rapprochement 
of the Church with the people. As the CEB's increase their political 














involvement, they could lose meaning among the members with predominantly 
religious beliefs, and even among the most politically motivated susceptible 
to being recruited by opposition and leftist political organizations, which 
are also active among the popular classes. 


[question] Were the CEB's already accused of being sympathetic toward 
communism also? 


Paixao: No. The identity of the CEB's is religious above all. They have 
declared religious values which must be specifically put into practice even 
in political actions. They combine the proud view of "our Church," contrary 
to the competing churches and sects among the popular classes, with a marked 
anticommunist sentiment, which distinguishes them from the traditional move- 
ments of the left. Anticommunism helps to increase the legitimacy of the 
CEB's among the most conservative wings of the Church, but does not guarantee 
the unanimous support by the hierarchy, something which is crucial because 
the successful experiences of the "modern line" CEB's have been exactly 

those in which the bishops support the movement. 


[question] What are the prospects for a good coexistence between the PT and 
the CEB's as time goes by? 


Cintra: Problematical. The PT could have in the CEB's the basic resource 
for satisfying the requirements of party legislation and even have some 
electoral success in the phase of organization. However, in the medium 
range, the presence of the CEB's, led by a strong organization such as the 
Catholic Church, could lead to a struggle for control of the party. Con- 
flicts could also arise in the ethical area because the CEB's as a renovating 
religious movement support what is known as the ethics of salvation or that 
of absolute values. Already political choices are being characterized almost 
always by the relative. The best is not always obtained. More of some value 
is obtained, but something of another value is lost. Budgetary resources, 
for example, are not enough for all desirable programs at the ideal levels. 
Conciliations and cuts are necessary. 


[question ] Are the CEB's even misunderstood within the Church? 


Cintra: Well, they create tension within the Church itself. They are 
important movements within an organization which drew away from the poor 
classes and became set in its ways in its heirarchies, traditions, rituals 
and ways of thinking. The CEB's emphasize an extreme democratization 
bordering on anarchy. Actually, as we may recall, power and control exist 
in fact but the evolution of the movement may lead to a new Protestant 
reform from an organizational point of view. 


Paixao: Another point of tension is the receptivity of the Theology of 
Liberation to Marxist thought, without such receptivity meaning support for 
communism or for Marxist political organizations which are viewed as "vulgar 
versions" of theory. Against such an opening are opposed several theologians 
and philosophers for whom nothing could justify Christian support for Marxism. 
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COUNTRY SECTION BRAZIL 


LEASING SEEN AS CURE FOR FAILING FARM MACHINERY INDUSTRY 
Sao Paulo O ESTADO DE SAO PAULO in Portuguese 18 Jul 82 p 47 


[Text] By the end of this month, period in which preparations for the 
planting of the next crop are begun, agricultural leasing operations should 
be in place and regulated in Brazil. According to government sources, the 
measure will allow a widespread recovery of the agricultural machinery 
sector, which up to now has been going through a difficult time, with a 
great decline in sales, primarily in tractors. 


Studies on the subject began in May, it was reveaied by the vice president 
of the tractor de; artment of the National Association of Autovehicle Manu- 
facturers (ANFAVEA), Giampaolo Baglioni. '"That month," explains Baglioni, 
"we presented a report to Minister of Planning Delfim Netto showing the 
difficulties of the sector. In 1981 the tractor in cy operated with an 
idle capacity on the order of 58 percent, recorc: . a decline in its total 
sales, including domestic and foreign sales, of 34 percent compared with 
the previous year." 


[If 1981 was bad, 1982 is worse. In the first half of this year the industry 
sold 19,870 units (tractors with wheels or with treads and self-propelled 
cultivators), this number being 17.1 percent smaller than that obtained in 
the same period last year (23,962). 


In addition to ANFAVEA, the Brazilian Association of Leasing Companies (ABEL) 
is engaged in providing subsidies to the government so that the agricultural 
leasing system can be created. Baglioni says that subsidies to farmers 

began to decline since the second half of 1980 and completely ended last 
year, definitively contributing to the crisis in the sector. 


"The farmer now has three ways of acquiring a machine: He uses his own 
resources, he resorts to direct credit to the consumer (CDC) or to the 
system of leasing, if he is a corporation. Few are benefitted in the latter 
case because the majority are individuals," emphasize ANFAVEA Vice 
President Baglioni. "It happens, however, that a farmer simply cannot 
acquire an item of capital goods with interest rates of 1/0 percent per 
year. He simply cannot obtain a return from that investment." 
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Based on that situation, the possibility of agricultural leasing was for- 
warded. Baglioni did not provide any details on how subsidies would be 
granted to the farmer by that means of special leasing, but he guaranteed 
that the operations would be made at lower interest rates than those 

existing on the market today. As important points of that study he cites 

the extension of the leasing operation to the farmer who is not categorized 
as a corporation and a longer payment period than those of present financing, 
period which could be of 3 to 4 years. 


"Another interesting aspect of the operation in the area of tractors is 

that although it is a type of leasing, the lessee has the chance to acquire 
the item for good. He can make a contract in which the salvage value of 

the item is 1 percent, for example, and pay the remaining 99 percent in 
installments, at the end of which he can buy the machine by paying the small 
remaining difference." 


Exports 


Economic difficulties faced by various countries, particularly Argentina, 
which was the largest buyer from the Brazilian tractor industry, and which 
has simply stopped importing, has caused a decline of 42 percent in the 
exports of the sector in the first half of this year. Only 2,863 units 
were sold to the foreign market in the first 6 months of this year compared 
to 4,940 units last year. 











Market behavior in 4-wheeled and caterpillar tractors and 
self-propelled cultivators in the first half of the year 


Production Sales 
Domestic Foreign Totals 
Market Market 
4-wheel tractors 
Jan/June 82 15,128 13,023 2,693 WF ae 
Jan/June 81 22,651 ) he Pe SA 4,651 20,163 
Difference -33.2% -16.0% -42.0% -22.0% 
Caterpillar tractors 
Jan/June 82 1,118 946 157 1,103 
Jan/June 81 1,909 1,162 172 1,334 
Difference -41 4 -18.6% -8.77% -17.3% 
Self-propelled 
cultivators 
Jan/June 82 3,186 3,038 13 3,051 
Jan/June 81 2,143 2,348 117 2,465 
Difference +48 .77, +29.47 -88.97% +23.87% 
| 
Total 
Jan/June 82 19,432 17,007 2,863 19,879 
Jan/June 81 26,703 19,022 4,940 23,962 
Difference -27.27 -10.67 -42.0% -17.1% 
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COUNTRY SECTION BRAZIL 


RIO GRANDE DO SUL FARMERS STAGE PROTEST STRIKE 
Rio de Janeiro JORNAL DO BRASIL in Portuguese 28 Jul 82 p 17 


[Text] Porto Alegre--Thousands of Rio Grande do Sul farmers, representing 
more than 350,000 rural workers families, yesterday halted their activities 
in protest against the agricultural policy of the government. The work 
stoppage took place in no fewer than 100 municipalities of the state in one 
of the largest demonstrations held up to now in the state. All production 
cooperatives--more than 150 of them--linked to five rural area organizations, 
also stopped work. Agricultural machines were parked in the public squares 
and some business places in the interior shut down in solidarity with the 
protest. 


Among the municipalities where the protest was most intense was Sao Sepe, 
where nearly 5,000 farmers gathered in front of the local cultural center. 
The president of FECOTRIGO [Federation of Brazilian Wheat and Soybean 
Cooperatives ], the organization which coordinated the movement, Jarbas Pires 
Machado and Senator Pedro Simon PMDB [Brazilian Democratic Party Movement | 
and Deputy Alceu Collares (PDT) [Democratic Workers Party | participated in 
the movement there. They are both candidates for the governorship of the 
state. Sao Sepe practically came to a halt because the machinery, capital 
goods and seed businesses shut down and agricultural machinery was placed 

in the streets, while the prefect decreed it to be an optional work day. 


Arrests 


In a demonstration held in the center of Porto Alegre, convoked by the 
Women's Movement Against High Prices in solidarity with the protest by the 
Rio Grande do Sul farmers, two persons were arrested and six were injured 

as a result of clashes between demonstrators and soldiers of the Military 
Brigade. Councilwoman Jussara Gauto (PMDB) and community leader Sidnei Lopes 
were arrested and later released after being identified at the police station. 


The parade, made up of 40 women ana some men, was proceeding along Avenida 
Borges de Medeiros--the most central in Porto Alegre--when it was halted by 
soldiers of the brigade because they did not have a permit from the security 
agencies of the state. Councilwoman Jussara refused to obey the order to 
disperse and in the ensuing incident, when the police sought to arrest the 
councilman candidate from the PMDB, Fredo Ebling, the women decided to rush 
the soldiers, which led to arrests and injuries. 
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The mobilization of farmers began about a month ago when the government 
established the new Basic Cost Values (VBC), which did not meet with the 
approval of the Rio Grande do Sul soybean growers. It happens that in 
terms of area cultivated and yield of the crop in Rio Grande do Sul, the 
large and medium farmers of the state would only receive 70 percent and 

50 percent, respectively, of the VBC's announced and it is exactly the 
large and medium farmers who are responsible for 80 percent of the soybean 
production in the state. 


Moreover, the growers complain of a lack of funds for financing the EGF's 
(Federal Government Loans), not only for soybean growers but also for the 
other rural producers. The 45-percent interests rates are also considered 
very high for the small and miniproducers of the state. Imports of rice 

in the harvest season and government interference by releasing stocks in 
order to lower the price of the product also aroused dissatisfaction among 
the ricegrowers. Lack of credit for operations costs for livestock raising 
was another factor which discouraged the farmers of Rio Grande do Sul. 


All those problems were mentioned in an open letter addressed to President 
Figueiredo and published on the front page by local newspapers on the 16th. 
The letter was signed by FECOTRIGO, FEARROZ [ Federation of Rice Growers], 
FETAG [Farm Workecs Federation], Agricultural Federation, Federation of 
Meat Cooperatives and Federation of Wool Cooperatives. Yesterday the docu- 
ment was read in all the cities where protests took place, and was also 
broadcast several times over the radios of the inte-’>r. Other municipal- 
ities where protests took place were Palmeira das }..ssoes, Santa Rosa and 
Carazinho. 
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COUNTRY SECTION BRAZIL 


UNEMPLOYMENT DECLINES IN SIX MAJOR CITIES IN JUNE 
Rio de Janeiro JORNAL DO BRASIL in Portuguese 29 Jul 82 p 1/ 


[Text] June unemployment rates declined in Rio de Janeiro, Sao Paulo, Porto 
Alegre, Belo Horizonte, Recife and Salvador, the six metropolitan regions 
where the Brazilian Institute of Geography and Statistics, IBGE, made a 
survey on unemployment. Except in Rio de Janeiro, where a decline was 
recorded for the first time this year, another five metropolitan regions 
recorded a decline in the rates of unemployment for the third consecutive 
time. 


In these five reg.ons, rates of unemployment, measured by comparison witu 
the labor force, had already fallen in April and May. However, since the 
IBGE began to make its Monthly Employment Survey 2.5 years ago, it was in 
June that they reached the lowest point, with the exc:ption of Porto Alegre 
and Recife, which had the greatest declines last De ember. According to the 
IBGE, the survey also shows that in the period of 1 year (June 81/June 82), 
unemployment rates showed a marked decline in all the metropolitan regions 
surveyed. 


Also, according to the numbers revealed by the IBGE, the average unemploy- 
ment rate in those regions has shown a tendency to decline during the first 
6 months of the year. In January the rate was 9.16 percent, 8.29 in 

February, 8.3 in March, 6.76 in April, 6.2 in May and 5.81 percent in June. 


Decline in Unemployment (in %) 





Region April May June 
Rio de Janeiro 6.93 6.97 6.40 
Sao Paulo 6.95 5.40 > Pr 
Porto Alegre 5.95 Jeae 4.79 
Belo Horizonte Fess 6.87 6.41 
Recife 8.29 i. 9 7.45 
Salvador 6.86 5.7/5 pe 


Source: IBGE 
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COUNTRY SECTION COLOMBIA 


FARC KILLS PEASANTS IN ANTIOQUIA 


Bogota EL TIEMPO in Spanish 9 Aug 82 p 3-B 
[Article by Juan Jose Hoyos] 


[Text] Medellin, 8 Aug--A group of 30 men in civilian clothes carrying rifles 
and carbines murdered eight peasants by shooting them and striking them with 
machetes, and kidnapped seven more, who are still missing, after surrounding a 
group of houses in the region of Amalfi in the Magdalena Medio, northeast of 
Antioquia. 


The massacre took place last Wednesday at midnight in the community El 
Lagarto, but came to the attention of the police only last Friday when an 
ll-year-old boy who was able to escape from the place, arrived still crying at 
the police headquarters in Amalfi and related what he had seen. 


The boy said that more than 30 armed men surrounded the group of houses after 
11:00 pm and made the peasants come out of their houses. Then the men and 
women were made to stand hands up, against a wall, with rifles and carbines 
pointed at them. Finally, the strangers left taking along 15 persons among 
them the peasants Erasmo Osorio Serna, his wife Olga Garcia Maya, their son, 
Hernan Osorio Garcia, brothers Rodrigo and Guillermo Ramirez Hoyos, and 
neighbors Carlos Enrique Gomez Valencia and Luis Restrepo. 


They also took along Antonio Buritica Rendon and seven other men who have not 
yet been identified by the police. 


Bodies Found 


A group of volunteers went Friday to the community and found the bodies 
scattered in the underbrush, covered with bruises produced by blows and some 
with burns on their chests, apparently produced by acid. 


The place where the bodies were found is located at 5 hours by foot (3 by 
automobile) from the center of the city of Amalfi, one of the most important 
development centers northeast of Antioquia. 


At first the group located only seven bodies. These were those of Erasmo 
Osorio Serna, Olga Garcia Maya, his wife, Hernan Osoro Garcia, their 18 year 
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old son, Rodrigo Ramirez Hoyos, 35 years old, his brother, Guillermo Ramirez 
Hoyos, Luis Restrepo, a 51 year old neighbor and an elderly man, Carlos 
Enrique Gomez Valencia, 65 years old. 


The seven bodies were buried yesterday afternoon at 5:00 pm at the cemetery in 
Amalfi. 


The police at Amalfi received orders to remain at their quarters in the center 
of the city and to leave the investigation of the case in the hands of the 
troops of the Bombona Battalion, attached to the IV Brigade, which protects 
the Magdalena Medio region, center of operations of the IV Front of the 
Revolutionary Forces of Colombia (FARC). 


The peasants were found with their arms bound behind their backs and with signs 
of having been struck, and in some cases even burned with acid. The bullets, 
it seems, were shot from G-3 rifles and carbines. 


9907 
CSO: 3010/2148 











ee 


COUNTRY SECTION COLOMBIA 


BRIEFS 


ARMY CAPTURES GUERRILLAS--Florencia, 9 Aug--One dead guerrilla and 22 prisoners 
were the result of an intense operation by troops of the Hunter's Battalion at 
La Perdiz gulch, jurisdiction of Cartagena del Chaira, 20 kilometers east of 
Florencia. [Article by Jesus Maria Catano] [Text] [Bogota EL TIEMPO in 
Spanish 10 Aug 82 p 4-C] 9907 


EPL KILLS POLICEMAN--Florencia, 9 Aug--Police action against guerrillas 
started again in this department during the last few hours when a guerrilla 
commando from the Popular Liberation Army (EPL) murdered a police agent in the 
La Vega district as the policeman tried to enter his home. Two individuals 
going by on a motorcycle fired several bursts at Argemiru Leyton Rozo and 
relieved him of his gun. The authorities also stated that the same subversive 
group today kidnapped cattleman Roberto Cuellar at one of his farms located in 
the municipality of El Pajuil, 50 kilometers northeast of this capital. 
[Article by Jesus Maria Catano] [Text] [Bogota EL TIEMPO in Spanish 10 Aug 82 
p 4-C] 9907 


FARC COMMANDER KILLED--San Jose del Guaviare, 3 Aug--The commander of the first 
front of the Armed Revolutionary Forces of Colombia (FARC), the principal 
attack squadron of this guerrilla organization, has been killed along with two 
other rebels. A military source confirmed to EL TIEMPO that the commander 
"Frankly" and two assistant commanders from FARC, not yet identified, were 
killed in combat with the army. Five more guerrillas, of a group of more than 
50, were wounded and were helped by their companions, according to the Seventh 
Brigade, who carried out this operation south of San Jose del Guaviare. The 
military source indicated also that 15 submachine guns and a large number of 
pistols, revolvers and carbines were taken. The importance of this subversive 
group derives from its contacts and dealings with the gangs of drug traffickers 
in order to secure arms. [Article by Eduardo Sanchez Espinosa] [Text] [Bogota 
EL TIEMPO in Spanish 4 Aug 82 p 1-A] 9907 


FARC, TRAFFICKERS, ARMY CLASH--Bogota, 10 Aug--A gang of drug traffickers and 
guerrillas from the Revolutionary Armed Forces of Colombia (FARC) which oper- 
ated in the Caqueta was disbanded by the Army, in the municipality of Cartagena 
del Charira, after a heavy skirmish in which one of the outlaws lost his life, 
three were wounded and 22 were captured. A patrol from the Hunter's Battalion 
was attacked while trying to capture the rebels and the drug traffickers at 

the edge of La Perdiz gulch when a shootout ensued with the above-mentioned 
results. There were no casualties among the troops. The name of the dead 











rebel was not furnished. Several arms, 2 kilograms of cocaine and a laboratory 
for its preparation were confiscated. At the place where the skirmish took 
place a plot with over 5,000 coca plants was discovered. It was reported that 
the drug traffickers finance the guerrillas and these commit themselves to 
growing coca and marihuana. Guerrillas from FARC's IV Front, murdered two 
other peasants somewhere between Gammarra and La Gloria (Cesar). They were 
Navial Chogo Salas and Luis Quintero Sumalobe, accused of being informers for 
the army. In the Filo Gringo trial, jurisdiction of Teorama (North of 
Santander), landowner Javier Moreno Garcia, kidnapped last 21 June, was freed. 
Five million pesos were paid in ransom money. [Text] [Bogota EL TIEMPO in 
Spanish 10 Aug 82 p 7-B] 9907 
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COUNTRY SECTION CUBA 


VARIOUS INTERNATIONAL ISSUES EXAMINED 
El Salvador Like Vietnam 
Havana PRISMA LATINOAMERICANO in Spanish Jul 82 p 2 
[Commentary by Carlos Mora Herman: "The Vietnam Shadow Spreads"] 


[Text] The right of the nation of El Salvador to ask for arms is an undeniable 
principle. Sometimes memory fails and becomes weak, and things which should 
be unforgettable are forgotten. 


Many men in the world feel that the Spanish people's struggle against fascism 
was their own struggle. It was a pioneering struggle followed a few years 
later by the great battle of the world's nations against Hitler's armies. 


Arms were a fundamental factor in the historical Spanish struggle and in the 
European people's struggle to free themselves from the Nazi occupation, and 
there was then a constant clamor for such arms. 


When Salvadoran leader Salvador Cayetano Carpio recently recalled these 
things, he reminded us of the time when the request for arms from the patriots 
who were fighting against the Nazis became a demand that fair men supported 
vigorously. 


"When che Nazi boot was razing Europe," Cayetano Carpio said, "nations like 
France, Austria and Czechoslovakia needed arms, which could only be furnished 
by other friendly nations." 


No one can assert that the Salvadoran people want war. 


The Salvadoran people have struggled for almost half a centruy to improve 
their standard of living and to make revolutiouary economic and social changes 
peacefully. 


Increased repression and growing U.S. meddling in the internal affairs of El 
Salvador were the reply to that peaceful concern of the people who were trying 
to use all the political resources permitted in that country, within the rules 
of the so-called representative democracy. 
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Once the legal and peacful means were exhausted, the Salvadoran people had no 
choice but to take up arms to fight for their rights, which have been violated 
by a genocidal regime that has the material and economic support of the 
Washington government. 


The murkiest forces of the continent have allied themselves against the 
Salvadoran people. 


Under the Ronald Reagan administration, the United States has made Central 
America a vital issue of its policy and it views El Salvador as a great 
threat to its interests in the region and to its overall strategy. 


In view of the risk involved in direct military intervention there, the 
United States is following a policy that includes various aspects. 


To turn Honduras into an attack base in the region, not only with soldiers of 
that country's army, but also with mercenaries made up of former Somoza men 
and stateless Cubans trained there, and selected troops of the Argentine 
regime's repressive forces who went to Honduras as crime and repression 
advisors. 


To put the OAS to work and to apply the Inter-American Reciprocal Assistance 
Treaty (TIAR) in the Salvadoran case, based on a campaign of lies about USSR 
and Cuban intervention in that Central American country. 


To furnish all the necessary economic and military aid to the Salvadoran 
regime to maintain the status quo and prevent any type of change which the 
United States may consider detrimental to its interesi,. 


Subsequent events have had a great influence on Central American events. 


The mercenary front in which Somozist henchmen, Cuban worms, Honduran soldiers 
and advisors from Argentina and other countries shook their blood-stained 
hands, was split when the Argentines were withdrawn as a result of the U.S. 
position on che Malvinas conflict. 


The OAS made a crisis out of the Malvinas conflict. It was clearly shown that 
there is no place for the United States in an organization whose objective 
presumably is to defend the interests of the states on the continent. 


The TLIAR, conceived by the United States to prevent the intervention of any 
extracontinental power is a region which historically it has considered under 
its control and influence, was useless in the British aggression against 
Argentina. 


And the entire support and complicity apparatus created 'y the United States 
with the consensus of its puppets on the continent has been battered by the 

cynicism shown by the United States when it sided with Great Britain in the 

latter's attack against Argentina, thus participating in an aggression that 

would not have been possible without its consent. 











The Central American situation is very important within the context of the 
international situation. 


As a Spanish journalist said recently: the shadow of Vietnam is spreading. 
It extends from east to west, touching the U.S. backbone at a vital point: 
El Salvador. 


Following the "elections" held in that country amid repression and a virtual 
State of war, things have become worse instead of better. 


The United States has emerged from the Malvinas conflict enormously discredited 
on the continent. 


And it is strongly clear that the battle of Central America is being waged 
today in El Salvador. 


Aid to South Africa 
Havana PRISMA LATINOAMERICANO in Spanish Jul 82 p 21 
[Commentary by Miguel Rivero: "Rhetoric and Apartheid" ] 


[Text] Miss Cynthia Freeman is a beautiful blue-eyed blond who lived in an 
apartment in a Johannesburg area reserved for whites. 


However, some neighbors started saying that "the shape of her nose and cheek- 
bones" was not of a white person. Others said her "manner of speaking" did 
not seem to be that of whites. 


Cynthia Freeman ended up before the Johannesburg regional court of justice. 
Following a lorg process and several tests, the court ruled that she could 

not prove that "she ovbiously was white." The young woman then had to move to 
another district. 


in other words, the principle contained in the legislation called Group Areas 
Act--one of the foundations of the System known as apartheid--once again was 
applied. 


The apartheid regime has been condemned many times at the United Nations and 
at other international forums. Embargo measures exist on the sale of oil and 
weapons and on trade in general against the South African Government. 


Even some misguided people may feel satisfied when they hear that the 
delegates of the United States, Great Britain and other capitalist countries 
also "are struggling against the South African regime." 


Rhetoric is the art of giving language a tone designed to persuade and 
influence. In this case, words are not followed by deeds. 


Ever since Ronald Reagan assumed the reins of power at the White House, the 
South African regime has perceived that it has, now more than ever, a loyal 








and reliable ally. Thus, it is no wonder that Reagan's victory was celebrated 
with champagne in Pretoria. 


In May, the U.S. Department of Commerce answered a question posed by Senator 
Charles Percy, and in that way the public learned that the United States had 
"softened" its restrictions on the sale of nuclear material to Pretoria. 


On 20 May, the British newspaper THE TIMES happily commented that this showed 
that "Washington wishes to improve its relations with the South African 
Government." 


The authorized sale includes a certain amount of helium 3, a substance used 
to produce tritium which is a hydrogen isotope that South Africa needs to 
develop thermonuclear weapons. 


The South African Government has refused to Sign the Nuclear Arms Nonprolifer- 
ation Treaty and also rejects the safeguards of the International Energy 
Organization [presumable International Atomic Energy Agency]. In other words, 
it has a free hand to continue with its tests. It is apartheid with 
thermonuclear power. 


The radioactive substances that the United States is providing will be used at 
the modern Koeberg nuclear plant, located near Cape Town. 


But the matter does not end there. The U.S. Department of Commerce also 
admitted that it had granted five other licenses for equipment exports to 
South Africa, including computers and equipment to test ~ibrations. 


A sophisticated Cybar 750/170 computer already has veen shipped to South 
Africa. It is exactly what the apartheid representatives needed for nuclear 
research. 


Oil supply is the other area in which the Western capitalist countries are 
rendering extraordinary service to the South African regime. 


British television shows a beautiful commercial. It is a British valley where 
an oil pipeline is being installed. After the work, everything is restored 
and neither flora nor fauna are affected. The theme is: "You can be sure of 
Shell." [rendered in English] 


But the ones that cannot be so sure are the Third World countries, particularly 
the nations of black Africa. 


Shell is the principal company that maintains a steady oil supply to South 
Atrica, despite the OPEC embargo. 


Oil from the Gulf, acquired by Shell, arrives in South Africa primarily 
through the "Phibro-Salomon" and "Marc Rich" brokerage firms whose main 
offices are in London. 


The Harry Oppenheimer Anglo-American Corporation of South Africa controls 27 
percent of the Phibro-Salomon stock, which considers itself to be the largest 
oil transportation consortium in the world. 











South Africa this year will import some 15 million tons of oil, valued at 
approximately $4 billion. 


This backing not only permits the South African regime to maintain the 
apartheid system, which oppresses millions of Africans, but also its continuous 
acts of aggression against Angola, Mozambique, Zimbabwe and other neighboring 
States. 


lt is under this complicity that the territory of Namibia continues under 
the administration of Pretoria, despi*e all the UN resolutions demanding its 
independence. 


Therefore, dear reader, should you some day hear the U.S. delegate to the 
United Nations, Jeanne Kirkpatrick, or the phlegmatic British gentleman, Sir 
Anthony Parsons, speak certain phrases condemning apartheid, think of rhetoric 
because both are masters of this art. 


The consortiums that sustain the capitalist system make multimillion dollar 
deals with Pretoria to guarantee that young people like Cynthia Freeman cannot 
pass for white, even if they are blond and blue-eyed. 


Developed, Underdeveloped Countries 
Havana PRISMA LATINOAMERICANO in Spanish Jul 82 p 58 
[Article by Jose Bodes Gomez: "Witness Stand Without the Accused" ] 


[Text] The underdeveloped countries often have to pay for the dishes broken 
in trade disputes between the wealthy countries. 


The United States, Japan and the European Economic Community (EEC) for years 
have been involved in a number of talks generated by the same reason: the 
protectionist measures that each of them applies against the others. 


Over the past few months alone, the "big three" have met in Brussels and then 
in Byscaine to try to reach agreement on some of the points of disagreement, 
but without discussing the most controversial issues, such as steel. 


However, the results have been worthiess. At the Brussels meeting, the EEC 
spokesman said flatly: "We are not going to stop assuring the future of 9 
million farmers just because the United States is suffering the consequences 
of recession." 


For their part, the Americans complain of the "disloyal competition" in which 
Western European countries are involved with exports of grains, milk, fats, 
flour, pastas, sugar and poultry. 


The list could be expanded to include other products, such as sugar, that are 
of vital interest to many underdeveloped countries, but the U.S. concern does 
not go that far. 














low blows abound in this struggle for markets. For example, U.S. producers 
accumulated 100,000 tons of butter and received subsidies from Washington to 
export them. In other words, this is the same protectionist policy of which 
they criticize the European governments. 


Regarding the underdeveloped countries, in recent decades the United States 
and the EEC created a so-called preferential tariffs system, allegedly for 
the benefit of purchases of "Third World" basic and industrialized products. 


in practice, the system is so complex that just to manage it is a hard task 
even for experts which, of course, underdeveloped countries do not have in 
large numbers. Besides, the system contains a number of clauses restricting 
the amount and variety of products that can enter with customs advantages. 


(he United States makes an annual review of purchases made through the 
preferential system, and the tariff exemption is suspended when they exceed 
$50 million. This year, 12 Brazilian and 52 Mexican products, and products 

or other countries will have to pay duty to enter the U.S. market. This means 
that the possibilities of these products being competitive practically 
disappear. 


(The capitalist economic crisis is behind the trade dispute. This is why the 
wealthy countries try to export as much as possible, using every type of 
protectionist measu-e against rival products. 


One of the most dramatic indications of this crisis is rising unemployment, 
above all in the United States and Western Europe. T' ‘tected governments 
raise increasingly larger customs barriers to the ent y of competitive pro- 
ducts, claiming that they are thereby cutting the wrowth of unemployment. 


"In fact, there is no proof that the competition of developing countries is an 
important cause of unemployment,'' admits the World Bank. "At the same time, 
protectionism precludes economic recovery by slowing down the movement of 
resources from low productivity sectors to others where productivity is high, 
thereby aggravating inflation." 

"On the other hand," adds the World Bank report, “imports can cut down 
inflation in a direct way by limiting the price increases which national 
producers seek and by increasing pressure on the latter to improve their 


- ° Bi 
efficiency. 


This is precisely the World Bank's advice not heeded by the governments which 


are more concerned abouc maintaining the backing of the big produce’ = than 
protecting the pockets of the consumers. 


(he last GATT report is another such example. Let us s one of the paragraphs 
the report on international trade in 1981: "The majority of developing 
countries continued to struggle against their burdensome economic difficultie:, 
aggravated by the lack of demand in export markets, intensification of pro- 
tectionist pressures, and decreasing prices for their raw material exports." 








Who is to blame for "the lack of demand," for "the intensification of 
protectionist pressures" and, in general, for those economic difficulties 
that are a burden on the "developing countries"? 


The underdeveloped countries--which, with excessive optimism, are called 
"developing" in those reports--are the victims since most of them far from 
vrowing economically, are clearly moving backward. There is no doubt about 
this. 


The workers who lose their jobs in the industrialized countries also are the 
victims. Even the small and medium level businessmen whose capitals are 
devoured by transnational monopolies are experiencing this crisis. 


Suffice it to exaiine the publications--like the U.S. magazine FORTUNE-- 
published each year by the 500 largest firms to determine clearly whe are 
profiting in a world were underdevelopment still exists in many countries and 
unemployment rises to the extent that the economic crisis continues. 


99?5 
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REPORTAGE ON VARIOUS FAR SPECIAL CEREMONIES 

Western Army Pioneer Ceremony 
Havana VERDE OLIVO in Spanish 29 Jul 82 p 56 
[Article by Ruben Fonseca] 


[Text] The Revolutionary Armed Forces awarded prizes on Childrens Day 
to the scientific-technical interest clubs that did the most outstanding 
work in the area devoted to the FAR at the Second National Exposition, 
which is being held at the Ernesto Guevara Central Palace of Pioneers. 


During the ceremony, which was staged at the Western Army Officers Club, 
first prize was awarded to the armored vehicles interest club of Havana; 
econd prize to field artillery club, which displayed 30-millimeter 

gun and third to the medical services in the fiel! club, which represented 
the Central Army and works out of Santa Clara military hospital. Mentions 

were also awarded to the clinical-military laboratory club of the Eastern 
Army, which is served by the Santiago military hospital, and to other 


clubs, making a total of nine. 


Col Jesus Almeida Hernandez, who chairs the FAR Organizing Committee 

at the Second National Exposition of Interest Clubs, explained during 

the awards ceremony that 355 pioneers are involved in the FAR area during 
the Second National Exposition; they represent 30 clubs, 28 of them 
involved in exposition and 2 in exhibition. He recalled that the FAR 

had 20 clubs in as many specialties participating in the First National 
Exposition. He also reported that during the second exposition the 
military area had been visited over the first few days by more than 

20,000 persons and numerous military units. He said in conclusion that 

it was difficult to choose the best clubs because all of them demonstrated 


1 high level of discipline and great enthusiasm. 


The concluding remarks at the awards ceremony were made by Ship Lt Ovidio 
Sopena Fernandez, from the Central Political Directorate of the FAR. 

He stated that a growing number of children and youths are joining military 
interest clubs and contributing greatly to enhancing the affection, 
admiration and respect they feel for their Armed Forces and for the 

men and women of the working people who from the ranks of the military 


are training to defend the Socialist Homeland. 








He mentioned in conclusion that this important extracurricular activity 
is designed to familiarize children and young people with the tasks 
and missions that the FAR combatants perform 


The awards ceremony for the interest clubs taking part in the Second 
National Exposition was attended by Brig Gen Carlos Rodes Moro, a stand-in 
for the minister for the rear guard, and other FAR commanders and officers. 


Maceo Inter-Services PCC Fete 
Havana VERDE OLIVO in Spanish 29 Jul 82 p 56 
[Article by Mario Rodriguez] 


[Text] In an emotional ceremony staged recently at the General Antonio 

Maceo Inter-Service School, certificates as founders of the Cuban Communist 
Party were awarded to a total of 45 comrades who merited the lofty distinction 
because of the way in which they performed the various tasks that the 
revolution has assigned them 


The ceremony, which was also a fitting occasion to disclose the results 
of the socialist emulation as well as the List of commanders, officers, 
warrant officers, sergeants and privates who are candidates for the 

FAR vanguard award in the 1981-82 instruction period, was summarized 

by Lt Col Andres Ramon Fernandez, second in command in the political 
section in the advanced military training center. 


Colonel Fernandez underscored the great significance of the ceremony 
and the honor entailed in being a founder of our glorious party, the 
soul and supreme guide of our society . 


He referred to the rele that the party plays as the leader, organizer 
ind educator of the masses, which it channels "with incomparable vigor 
towards the construction of socialism and communism in our homeland." 


"The construction of the party at our military training center," he 
said, “has been the light that has guided us day after day in grooming 
highly skilled personnel for our FAR." 


He then added: "Being a founder of our party is not only a great honor; 
it ts also a supreme commitment to the military training center and 


to the tasks that are assigned ut 


You are an example of seif-sacrifice and courage, of total dedication 
to the cause of our revolution and of our entire people, an example 


from which we should draw inspiration in the performance of our daily 


dut ie: 











DAAFAR Graduation 
Havana VERDF OLIVO in Spanish 29 Jul 82 p 57 
[Article by Fonseca] 


lext| The 14th class of junior officers and the 4th class of warrant 
‘fficers graduated from the DAAFAR [Antiaircraft Defense and Revolutionary 
Air Force] Military Training Center (CEM) after a splendid ceremony 
attended by the center's commanders and professors as well as relatives 


‘t the new graduates. 


The new officers and warrant officers successfully completed the course 
in which the specialties of aviation, antiaircraft missile troops, radio 
engineering and troop command were taught, and excelled during the combat 
unit drills in the rationalization and development of equipment. 


[he top students in the course were warrant officers Pedro Lazaro Marin 
Marcelo, Ivan Garcia Edwin and Rene Yebra Cruz, who excelled during 
the course and in the drills in combat units. 


Warrant Officer Pedro Lazaro Marin Marcelo and 2nd Lts Julio Cruz Sotolongo 
and Manuel Perez Rojas also received their membership cards in the Union 
‘f Young Communists (UJC) during the ceremony. 


Thi losing speech at the graduation ceremony for the "29th Anniversary 
yf the Moncada" class was delivered by Col Ricardo Diaz Gonzalez, the 
first substitute for the commander of the DAAFAR Troop who said that 
the ceremony was an homage to the valiant young men 1 io 29 years ago 


rave us an honorable example of rebelliousness ani revolutionary intrans- 


th mentioned that t] nissions and tasks assigned to the students 
re mpleted during the recently concluded courses, adding that the 
results of the tests and examinations could justly be termed encouraging. 


] 


ntioned that among the students there were 48 members of the UJC 
‘re delegates to the Eighth Conference of the UJC at the center, 
who took part in the Second Conference of the UJC in the DAAFAR , as 
i the CEM delegate to the Fourth Congress of the UJC All oft 
this, he stressed, gives us an idea of the human and revolutionary qualities 


tudents graduating today 
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[Text] "Many of you are going to work as commanders of small units, 

a new and complex task that you will have to undertake with enthusiasm 
and dedication. You are now becoming educators and trainers of the 
men of the future, which you must accomplish with the simplicity and 
modesty that characterizes revolutionaries." 


'hese were the words of Brig Gen Lorenzo Garcia Frias in summarizing 
the massive graduation ceremony at the Western Army's Major Jose Sierra 
Ramos warrant officers school. 


Officiating at the ceremony were Div Gens Arnaldo Ochoa Sanchez, a stand- 

in for the FAR minister for combat training and military training centers, 
and Joaquin Quinta Sola, the commander of the Western Army, both of 
whom are members of the party's Central Committee, as well as other commanders 
and officers. 


[his new graduating class of officers, dedicated to the 29th anniversary 
of the historic assault on the Moncada Barracks, also included a large 
contingent of warrant officers and skilled workers in various specialties, 
who will be assigned to a variety of military units. 


This marvelous group of young officers received systematic training 
in various troop command and political work specialties, in keeping 
with the requirements of modern military science. Such instruction 
enables them to perform their work better and more efficiently 


The promotion order issued by the FAR minister and congratulations from 

the commander of the Western Army were read at the ceremony. The commander 
acknowledged the interest shown by the graduates in studying their various 
subjects and the positive teaching job done by the professors in training 
new command personnel, in addition to underscoring the performance of 
important tasks with a view towards the military, political and educational 
training of the students. 


Receiving their diplomas as the top students in the class were Sergio 
Valdes de la Torre, Fidel Pena Martinez, Agustin Garcia Cutino and Ulises 
Tamayo Carrion. They also received material rewards. A group of teachers 
at the center were also rewarded for their outstanding role in the political 
and military instruction of the recent graduates. 

Another moment that will remain forever in the memories of these young 
officers was the solemn ceremony at which a detachment of officers from 

the school presented them their insignia, to the strains of the March 

ot the Combative People, as interpreted by the Western Army Band. 


Immediately thereafter, the class valedictorian, Warrant Officer Sergio 
V. de la Torre, and the top student in the skilled worker speciaity, 
Ulises Tamayo Carrion, read the graduates' pledge of honor, in which they 
express their firm resolve to perform the tasks and missions entrusted 

to them by the party, the State, the commander in chief and the FAR 


minister. 


CSO: 3010/2165 


8] 








COUNTRY SECTLON CUBA 


REPORTAGE ON 'ANTISOCIALS' IN PERU TWO YEARS LATER 
Havana PRISMA LATINOAMERICANO in Spanish Jul 82 pp 6-7 
[Article by Ana Maria Radaelli ] 


[Text] Cuban Television has just finished a documentary made by the well-known 
producer, Estela Bravo who takes us into the world of those who still remain 

in the park "Tupac Amaru" of San Luis, in Lima, of those who sided with North 
American imperialism, abandoned the country in 1980 after penetrating the 
Peruvian Embassy compound in Havana. 


"Cubans in Peru, Two Years Later," is too eloquent: torn tents, with privies 
inside, people on food lines, which is for animals and not for human beings" 
(according to an interviewee), wandering children who do not attend school be- 


cause there is no room for them, mothers crying becavu it the lack of medical 
attention, contorted faces because of "lack of gow :nuwent aid," lack of work, 


bad living, not being able to go to the United Stutes... 


Where did the dreams of the antisocials lead, who so happily lent themselves 

to this dreadful provocation contrived by United States in its campaign to des- 
troy the Cuban Revolution? What price have those who served the CIA and the 
White House paid and will continue to pay, when all the sophisticated apparatus 
of misinformation was making the teletype vibrate calling on "free" humanity to 
pity the bad luck of the "unfortunate Cuban political refugees?" They who chose 
"the road to liberty": what liberty have they found? The liberty of living 
like this? 


lt is interesting to hear from the lips of those interviewed their ideas on 
democracy. They assert that "democracy as it exists in Peru is very strange, 
very odd," for they see with the greatest amazement, that the poor are too 

nume rous--they would never have believed it--that there is discrimination, that 
work is not given when it is known they are Cubans from the San Luis park... 


lwo years ago, on their arrival in Lima, the rightist p -:ss issued great procla- 
mations in their tavor but all that changed rapidly. Protagonists of the 
dirtiest scandals, they soon became famous, but for very differed reasons. For 
robbery, assault with a deadly weapon, rape, drug trafficking, for...the list of 
crimes is long. But what is certain is that it was they themselves and only 
themselves who undertook to demonstrate to the world what they were: 











antisocial, marginal, scum, as the Cuban people called them from the beginning, 
when entrenched behind the walls of the Peruvian Embassy in Havana, they 
observed with astonishment and fright, an entire people parading past them and 
shouting "Get Out." Two years later in Peru, they are saying exactly the same 
thing. 


Compare the attitude of those expatriates with that of a Peruvian doctor, whose 
testimony, like a golden clasp, ends the documentary. Dr Marta Montano, pedia- 
trician in the Childrens Hospital in Lima, the only one of its kind in the 
country, relates an episode which touched her life a little less than 2 years 
ago. On making her rounds one day, she found among so many cases which 

awaited her, a Cuban child barely 3 years old from the "Tupac Amaru" park, 
hanging between life and death as a consequence of a grave heart condition. 

[he child was in the hospital, was waiting for who knows what, since the doctors 
had already prescribed various medicines and the parents were unable to buy them 
lor lack of money. After some negotiating, Dr Montano was able to get the child 
into the cardiac unit, where he received medical attention. When the parents 

of the child--who on seeing himself in a liveable place asked if they were now 
in Cuba--expressed their thanks to the doctor, she told them that the only 

one they had to thank was the Cuban Revolution...In Cuba, she had undertaken 

all her medical studies, and thanks only to the revolution, she had been able 

to become a pediatrician. 


lt is worth mentioning that this is not an accidental case: 10 percent of the 
medical students in Cuba are from abroad; in Cuba, the value of the word inter- 
nationalism is not dissolved into mere formulas: it is shown by deeds. 


[he Cubans in Peru, 2 years later, appear to refresh their memories and under- 
stand some truths, which they ignored while they had everything for themselves 
and their children, to whom they have denied the possibility of growing up in a 
society which has as a premise "there is nothing more important than a child." 
Perhaps some day those children which today wander around amid broken tents will 
judge their parents very harshly as young Cubans of the Antonio Maceo brigade 
have done to those who left their country in the first years of the revolution. 


A sad destiny it is for those who have fallen, as one of them says, "into a trap 
ot | iberty : 
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ACTIVITIES OF ANGOLAN ARMED FORCES DISCUSSED 
Havana VERDE OLIVO in Spanish 29 Jul 82 p 18 
[Article by Armando Lopez Rivera] 


iText] The struggle continues, and defense is still one of the fundamental 
tasks of the Angolan people and the number one task of the Popular Armed 
Forces for the Liberation of Angola (FAPLA). 


the military situation in the country is unquestionably difficult and 
dangerous To the south, part of Cunene Province is occupied, and there 
are constant aggressions by air and land, with the resulting toll of 


victims and property damage 


Counterrevolutilonary gangs, supported by the racist r>,ime in South 
Atrica, continue to commit acts of banditry against towns and economic 


— 
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On top of all this came the recent report of an imminent large-scale 
attack by South Africa, which seeks to expand the occupied zone and 

hamper any pact that could lead to the independence of Namibia under 
the United Nations plan. 


Ihe minister ot state security, Juliao Mateus Paulo, disclosed that 

the Pretoria regime was moving fresh military contingents and weaponry 

to the Angolan border and expanding aid to UNITA [National Union for 

the Total Independence of Angola]. A new mercenary group, called the 
Military Committee for the Angolan Resistance (COMIRA), has been created; 
it operates out of Zaire and has modern weaponry from the United States, 
South Africa and Belgium 


In an objective, unemotional assessment, the Angolan authorities have 
concluded that the situation is particularly grave and have told the 
people that they should consider themselves mobilized t.. confront the 


Cnemy . 


Ihe situation means that defending the country is a continuous task 


tor the FAPLA, which will perform it with the same heroism and selfless- 


ness as in previous periods. 











lh FAPLA were born on |! August 1974 as the logical outcome of an evolutionary 
process in the guerrilla units, which were on a war footing against 

Portuvuese colonial domination, and in response to the need to structure 

irmed forces in accordance with the prevailing military situation at 

the time. Independence wis already in view, and steps had to be taken 

to counter the maneuvers of imperialism and the racist South African 

regime, which were allies of the counterrevolutionary organizations 

that were trying to destroy the MPLA and prevent it from taking power 


After independence, 11 November 1975, the People's Republic of Angola 
signed agreements with Cuba and the Soviet Union for advisory services 
and the upgrading of the new military organization, which was outfitted 
with modern equipment and weaponry. 


Internationalist solidarity was reaffirmed during the victorious struggle 
avainst the the South African troops that invaded the south with the 
support of counterrevolutionary groups from the FNLA [National Front 

for the Liberation of Angola], UNITA and mercenaries. The battles of 
Kifangondo, Benguela, Ebo and Morros de Tongo will always have a special 
place in Angolan military history because the combative brotherhood 

of the armed forces of Cuba and Angola was forged there in blood. 


Victory has not spelled peace, however. International imperialism has 

kept up an “undeclared war" against the young African nation. Since 

Reagan took over as U.S. president, South Africa has defiantly intensified 
its aggression, encouraged by political and material support from Washington. 


(he Reagan administration maintains close ties with the ringleader of 
UNITA, Jonas Savimbi, to whom it supplies arms and financial assistance in 
a bid tomake him the supreme leader of the counterrevolution. 


The actions against Angola are causing sizable losses of men and material 
and diverting enormous government expenditures into the affected areas. 
Large contingents have to be kept mobilized, and funds needed for the 
nation's development have to be used for defense. This obligatory war 

is causing suffering, creating difficulties and demanding sacrifices 

but it has not caused the People's Republic of Angola to deviate from 

its objectives of building socialism or to ignore its duties to its 
sister people of Namibia and their sole legitimate representative, SWAPO 
[South-West African People's Organization]. 

In this regard, the president of Angola, Jose Eduardo Dos Santos, has 
spoken out against the meddling by the West, which is trying to link 
a solution to the Namibian problem to the withdrawal of Cuban troops. 


“rhey forget," he pointed out, "that the People's Republic of Angola 
is an independent and sovereign State and under Article 51 of the UN 
Charter has the right to resort to aid from other countries for its 


selt-defense. ” 
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fhe joint declaration of Cuban and Angolan foreign ministers, signed 

in Luanda on 4 February 1982, categorically states that "the presence 
and withdrawal of Cuban forces stationed in Angola is a bilateral issue 
between two sovereign States 


lhe declaration recalls that the intcrnationalist combatants arrived 

in Angola at the request of President Agostinho Neto, and the reason 
why they have remained in the country is to help train the FAPLA and 
i-fend the country, which has been threatened and attacked by the racist 
South Africans, by imperialism and by their mercenaries and puppets 


[f the problem of Namibia were resolved in accordance with Resolution 
435/78 of the UN and if this "led to a truly independent government 

and to the total withdrawal of South Africa's occupation troops to the 
other side of the Orange River, which would considerably lessen the 

danger of aggression against Angola, then the Angolan and Cuban governments 
would analyze a resumption of the program to gradually withdraw Cuban 
forces over the period of time that the two governments decide on." 


fhe communique notes that this will come about pursuant to a sovereign 
decision by the People's Republic of Angola, once any and all possibilities 
of armed aygression have vanished. 


(his new anniversary of the FAPLA, which coincides with the announcement 
‘f another aggression plot, is without doubt an opportune time to reaffirm 


that Cuba is and always will be standing alongside the Angolan people 
and the heroic combatants of the FAPLA, to which i eir struggle our 


Revolutionary Armed Forces are a blood-brother. 
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ANTLAIRCRAFT MISSILE BRIGADE RECEIVES AWARD 
Havana VERDE OLIVO in Spanish 29 Jul 82 p II 
[Article by Jorge Luis Blanco] 


iText] The Banner of Socialist Emulation Unit has been awarded in a 
solemn ceremony to the Artiaircraft Missile Brigade of the "Battle of 
Seata Clara" Guard for having fulfilled its pledge as a promotor of 

this movement in the Revolutionary Armed Forces in the 1981-1982 training 


year 


The ceremony was presided over by Div Gens Senen Casas Regueiro and 
Sixto Batista Santana, the first substitute for the FAR minister and 
the head of che Central Political Directorate, «spectively, both of 
whom are alternate memebrs of the party's Polit.«l Bureau 


Also present were Raul Rodriguez Lopez, an alternate member of the Central 
Committee of the party and its first secretary in Villa Clara; commanders 
and officers of the FAR and other guests. 


This military unit has now collected nine banners: the national, the 
combat, the Second Party Congress, the Union of Young Communists banner 
of honor, and the banners of the Central Organization of Cuban Trade 
Unions, the Cuban Women's Federation and the Committees for the Defense 
of the Revolution; the latter three were awarded by the aforementioned 
mass organizations of the province in which the unit is permanent ly 


based. 


The resolution of the FAR minister awarding the banner was made public 

by Ship Capt Eladio Calvo Gonzalez, an alternate member of the party's 
Contral Committee and the stand-in for the head of the FAR Central Politica: 
Directorate 


An annex to the document listed the comrades who distinguished themselves 
in mecting the commitment; they received various awards 


In hic summary Div Gen Senen Casas Regueiro said that during the training 
year that has just concluded the unit earned outstanding marks in combat 
readiness, troop training, the proper use of equipment and weaponry 

and constantly boosted the political, moral and disciplinary level of 


its combatants. 











\t another point in his speech he referred to the rich tradition of 
the unit, which for 12 years has been the DAAFAR's |Antiaircraft Defense 
ind Revolutionary Air Force] top Antiaircraft Missile Unit, among other 


tanding successes 


He pointed out that even though the unit was proclaimed an Initiator 

‘f Socialist Emulation in a year in which the threats of American imperialism 
intensified, its combatants were able to rise to the occasion and fulfill 

the pledge that they made not only to the FAR but also to our entire 


After enumerating the successes of the Missile Brigade of the "Battle 
inta Clara" Guard, Div Gen Senen Casas Regueiro concluded by stating: 


Allow me, on behalf of the minister of the FAR, Army Gen Raul Castro, 
ngratulate you commanders, officers, warrant officers, sergeants, 
privates and civilian workers for the lofty honor you have received 
today and, at the same time, to exhort you to continue on with the same 
resolve, dedication and confidence in victory of those heroic combatants 


ho under the leadership of the Heroic Guerrilla bequeathed a brilliant 
loit on this soil to our country and to this brigade, which proudly 


Santa Clara.'" 
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PPP HOLDS 21ST CONGRESS, SETS FUTURE GOALS 
Central Committee Report 
Georgetown MIRROR in English 8 Aug 82 p 1 


[Text] The 21st Congress of the People's Progressive Party ended on a high 
note with delegates pledg*~g to intensify their efforts to bring the Party 

to power. The 504 delegates and 150 observers further pledged to rally even 
more tightly around the sole Party in Guyana which holds high the banners of 
Marxism-Leninsm and Proletarian Internationalism, The official Party release 
states further: 


The high point of the Congress was the Central Committee (CC) Report which 
was delivered by General Secretary Cheddi Jagan, It took some 3 and 1/2 
hours to be read and was punctuated by 85 rounds of applause, At its 
conclusion Dr Jagan was given a standing ovation amidst shouts of "Long Live 
Cheddi!" 


The CC Report touched on the international situation, the acute capitalist 
crisis in this era of transition from capitalism to socialism, the victorious 
liberation movements, the Caribbean as a Zone of Peace, the turbulent Middle 
East, US aggression around the world, the war danger, the brutal assault on 
the Palestinian and Lebanese patriots, detente and Soviet peace initiatives, 


On the domestic front, the CC Report mentioned the worsening economic and 
social crisis, ongoing corruption, rigged elections in 1980, the bankruptcy 

of the country, falling production, escalating cost of living, the wage 
freeze, subversion of the principle of collective bargaining, PNC incompetence 
and retreat, massive dismissal of workers, deteriorating social services, 
militarisation of the society (using the Venezuelan claim as a pretext to bu” 
weapons and ban food), rightist demands for retreat to denationalisation and 
sell-out, etc. 


[It also made proposals to solve the grave crisis, ensure democracy, establish 
national unity and create a National Patriotic Front Government based on 
democracy, anti-imperialism and socialist orientation. The Party rejects 

the erroneous view being peddled by rightists that “socialism has failed in 
Guyana" and as stressed in the CC Report emphasises that it is the PNC which 
has failed, 











The search for political unity would be a priority effort of the Party in 
the ensuing months, The Congress theme of "Strengthen the Party: Defend 
the Masses! Liberate Guyana!" became a resounding slogan in the Hall. 

The Congress was the biggest, brightest and best ever in the history of the 
Party. In her remarks at the closing of the Congress Janet Jagan said: 
"..ethere can be no doubt that this has been the most productive, the most 
inspiring, the most significant of our Party's Congresses." 


Fraternal delegations numbered 20 and consisted of 29 delegates, Parties 
represented were: the Communist Parties of the Soviet Union, Bulgaria, 
Cuba, Finland, Canada, Guadeloupe, Germany, Greece, Romania and Portugal, 
COPWE of Ethiopia, Workers Party of Jamaica, New Jewel Movement of Grenada, 
Monali of Barbados, Workers Revolutionary Movement of St Lucia, Revolu- 
tionary People's Party of Suranime, United People's Movement of St. Vincent; 
the February 18th Movement, the People's Popular Movement and the National 
Joint Action Committee (NJAC) of Trinadad, 


From Canada and the USA were 9 representatives of PPP support groups in those 
countries, Cables and written messages from 40 fraternal parties were sent 
to the 21st Congress. 


Delegates dealt with five main resolutions, all of which were followed by 
discussions from th: floor and adopted unanimously. The resolutions stemming 
from the contents of the CC Report were on the International situation, the 
Political and Economic Situation, Social Conditions, Human Rights and Civil 
Liberties in Guyana and on Party Tasks in the years ahead, 


Another key item on the Congress agenda was the eiection of a new Central 
Committee comprising 35 full members and five candidate members (non-voting). 
Topping the polls for the CC membership were founder members Cheddi and Janet 
Jagan, An analysis of the composition of the newly elected Central Committee 
reveals 9 new faces, three of whom are candidate members, A strong contin- 
gent of women took part in the Congress with youths forming a significant 
quota of deiegates and observers. 


The Party notes the high sense of discipline among the delegates and observers 
throughout the three-day Congress and is heartened by the high level of debate 
ensuing from the CC Report and the Resolutions, Fraternal delegations pledged 
firm support to the PPP, hailed the Congress theme, wished the Party success 
in its endeavours to secure Guyana's independence, sovereignty and territorial 
integrity and to attain national unity for democracy, peace and social 
progress. 


Congress Proceedings 
Georgetown MIRROR in English 8 Aug 82 pp 2-3 
[text] The history-making spectacular 2lst Congress of the PPP is over, It 
was the most significant of party congresses, a pageantry of revolutionary 
dedication of Guyana's finest sons and daughters in the vanguard party, and a 


symbol of determination from the people's representatives to "Strengthen the 
Party, Defend the Masses, Liberate Guyana," 
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Heralding the opening of Congress was a carnival-like display of revolutionary 
enthusiasm in a march past with PPP CGeneral Secretary Cheddi Jagan taking 
the salute under the tri-colour flag of the Party and of Guyana. 


Delegates and observers cascaded into the Congress Hall at Mon Repos with 
thunderous applauses and vigorous shouts of "A People United Can Never Be 
Defeated" and "Strengthen the Party, Defend the Masses, Liberate Guyana." 


Adding to the grandeur of the historic event was the affectionate welcome by 
women and pioneers of overseas delegations with garlands and bouquets. 
Delegates were treated to a sample of Guyanese culture in the form of a stage 
show which even the pernicious blackouts could not mar, 


The highlights of the Congress--the presentation of the Central Committee 
Report by General Secretary Cheddi Jagan--was itself historic. Congress 
unanimously approved the 60-page Report as the compass which will guide the 
Party towards its strategic goal of beating back the imperialist offensive, 
removing the minority PNC regime and establishing a broad-based revolutionary- 
democratic National Patriotic Front Government. 


The overseas delegations occupied a special place in the hearts of delegates 
who cheered them lustily as they delivered their solidarity messages as they 
roused the party ranks to greater struggles, as they identified themselves, 
their organisations and peoples with our battle for democracy and socialism, 
as they embraced the PPP within the folds of the worldwide anti-imperialist 
movement, Taking places of price were tiie delegates from the Soviet Union, 
Bulgaria, Cuba, Grenada and Suriname. Spontaneous shouts of "Lenin, Lenin!" 
"Long Live Dimitrov," "Cuba Si, Yankee No!" and "Forward Ever, Backward 
Never," reverberated in the Hall in beautiful expressions of proletarian 
internationalism which has become part and parcel of the PPP's history. 


This was the most representative of PPP congresses, There were representa- 
tives of the Amerindian commmity and of the bauxite workers; there were the 
representatives of the youth, women, farmers, workers and intellectuals, 
taking their stand at the rostrum in reaffirmation of pledges to rally behind 
the PPP until victory. 


Then there was the moment of well-deserved glory. Congress bestowed the 
Awards for Distinguished Services to party stalwarts Ram Karran and Janet 
Jagan and the Trophy for exceptionally good work to Region 7 (West Demerara). 


This was a Congress which testified to the tremendous organisational ability 
and capacity of the PPP. Over $61,000 was raised throughout Guyana in a 
voluntary Congress Fund and the hallmarks of self-reliance were visible in 
there being an abundant supply of goxds, also through voluntary efforts. 

The Party surpassed its original financial Congress targets and overfulfilled 
the targets revised upwards--a striking contrast to the incompetence of the 
ruling party which could neither realise its original production targets nor 
reach near to targets revised downwards! 
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This Congress was an eloquent testimony of discipline, dedication, ideological 
purity and political strength of the PPP and its preparedness in its role as 
the vanguard of the oppressed masses to take up the mantle of leadership and 


of government at this time. 


International Secretary Janet Jagan correctly captured the spirit and 
significance of the 21st Congress when closing Congress in these words: 


we march forward from today with greater belief, loyalty and determination, 
resolutely to lead the Guyanese people to a new dayt... Let us go forward 
in unity with resoluteness and vitality to sweep aside the cobwebs of the 
past, to break the shackles that bind our working people and to reach a new 


horizon for Guyana and its oppressed working people." 


Party Tasks 
Georgetown MIRROR in English 8 Aug 82 p 3 


[text] Among the many important resolutions adopted by the 21st Congress 
was one on Party tasks which laid down a general action guide for members 


in the coming period, 


This resolution pointed out that these tasks and main directions were aptiy 
summed up by the Congress theme: Strengthen the Party! Defend the Masses. 
Liberate Guyana: 


To strengthen the Party the Congress decided to: 


--Expand membership from among workers, peasantry and other sections of the 
population; 


--Adopt a businesslike approach to the functioning of all Party bodies and 
special committees; 


--Adhere strictly to the principles of Democratic Centralism; 
--Vigorously extend the Party's influence; 
To defend the masses the resolution stated: 


--Work to develop unity of the people at various levels--firstly the unity 
of the working class; secondly, the unity of the working class with the 
peasantry; thirdly the revolutionary alliance of the working class, the 
peasant farmers, the revolutionary intellectuals and progressive businessmen 
and middle strata, 


--To take up every issue which affects the people and to organise and 


mobilise the people at all levels to fight along with the party in varied 
ways to overcome the problems which they encounter, 
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To liberate Guyana according to the resolution, the urgent task is set for 
the "establishment of a people's revolutionary democratic government as a 
necessary step to our socialist goal. We have to pursue vigorously the 
establishment of a National Patriotic Front based on the principles of 
democracy, anti-imperialism and socialist orientation, 


The resolution explained that despite its "miserable failures the PNC will 
not voluntarily abdicate, '"The conditions are maturing towards a revolu= 
tionary situation, The need to coalesce all progressive and revolutionary 
forces and to remove the PNC is now the most important task, The issue of 
the removal of the PNC has now become not only possible; it is also the most 
urgent item on the political agenda, All round preparations must be mde 

to fulfill this task and to establish a people's revolutionary democracy," 
it said, 


Message from Palestinians 
Georgetown MIRROR in English 8 Aug 82 p 3 


[Text] The PPP's 21st Congress received a message from the Democratic 
Front for the Liberation of Palestine, signed by Central Committee member Dr 
Charaz Odeh regretting inability to attend due to the "situation of our 
peoples," "Our common enemy, represented by US imperialism and Zionism 
blocks the possibility of our two peoples and their progressive forces from 
realising their revolutionary aspirations and to live in peace and social 
progress. 


"This is especially so for our Palestinian people who are fighting for their 
inalienable right to self-determination and for the establishment of the 
national and independent state under the leadership of the PLO, the genuine 
representative of the Palestinian people, 


"We are sure Comrades, that your Congress will not forget the situation we 
are now going through in Lebanon and your Congress will join together with 
all progressive forces around the world in condemnation of the Israeli 
aggression against Lebanon that you will give solidarity with the struggle 
of our Palestinian and Lebanese peoples in demanding the implementation of 
Resolutions 508 and 509 of the General Assembly of the United Nations..." 


CPSU Message 
Georgetown MIRROR in English 8 Aug 82 p 2 


[text] The Soviet fraternal delegation consisting of K.P. Luchinsky, Deputy 
head of the ideological section of t’e Central Committee of the CPSU and 

D., Muraviov read a message from the CPSU Central Committee and delivered an 
inspiring address, 


In the message the CPSU acknowledges the struggle of the PPP in the winning 
of Guyana's independence and its continuing fight to resolve the country's 
economic problems in the interest of the working people, consolidation of 
sovereignty, and the unity of all democratic forces in Guyana society, 
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In his speech the delegate referred to imperialist intrigues in Guyana and 
"the painful aftermaths of the colonial past" and said that "history shows 
that no easy way exists in building a new life," 


Reference was made to the 26th Congress of the CPSU; the capitalist crisis; 
the war danger whipped up by the imperialist forces mainly the USA; attempts 
by the Reagan regime to obtain "military superiority" over the Soviet Union; 
the Middle East crisis and the barbarian aggression against Lebanon in which 
"Lebanese and Palestinian patriots are being systematically exterminated"; 
US imperialist pressures on Cuba, Grenada and Nicaragua were denounced along 
with US meddling in El Salvador, 


Winding up the address K.P. Luchinsky declared: 


"The Communist Party of the Soviet Union reaffirms its steadfast solidarity 
with the struggle of the progressive forces and the people of Guyana against 
imperialism and reaction for the consolidation of national sovereignty, 
democratisation of social and political life and for the rights of the working 
people," 


The Soviet delegation presented a gift of a painting of Red Square in Moscow 
to the PPP, This was received by Dr Jagan on behalf of the Party. 


Stand on Rights Violations 
Georgetown MIRROR in English 8 Aug 82 pp 1, 4 


[Text] Congress unanimously passed a resolution denouncing the untenable 
human rights situation in Guyana after accusing the PNC regime of systematic 
and studied violations. These violations were listed as: 


Rigged elections, operating a police death squad, assassinating Dr Walter 
Rodney, killing and torturing persons in police custody, criminal activities 
including robbery carried out by elements in the military and paramilitary 
forces, arbitrary searches of homes, arbitrary arrests of political opponents, 


Also, trumped-up charges in courts, crackdown on the free press, virtual 
censorship in the state-owned mass media, denial of the right to travel freely 
within Guyana, subverting trade unions, rigging of union elections, denial of 
democracy at all levels, widespread dismissals, racial and political discri- 
mination, unfair promotion practices based on the "party card system" rather 
than on merit, bribery," and coercion, 


The Congress resolved a series of demands as follows which are to be convey ed 
to the regime: 


1) The resignation of the PNC from the government to pave the way for 
democratic elections under international supervision; 


on 














2) ‘The setting up of an independent Commission of Inquiry into the assassi- 
nation of Dr Walter Rodney, incidents of police torture and the deaths of 
persons in police custody; 


3) The repeal of the National Security Act; 


4) Granting the MIRROR newspaper licenses to independently import news- 
print and a printing press and removing other impediments to the publication 
of opposition views; 


5) Lifting restrictions on the movement of opposition activists to 
Amerindian and other hinterland areas; 


6) Providing unemployment relief and respecting organisations of the 
people's choice; 


7) Ending all political interferences in union elections and restoring 
collective bargaining ; 


8) Halting political interference in the judicial process and ending all 
acts of racial and political discrimination, 


Area Party Unity 
Georgetown MIRROR in English 8 Aug 82 p 4 


[Text] Eleven Caribbean parties attending the 21st Congress of the People's 
Progressive Party, along with the PPP held a consultative meeting in George- 
town on Tuesday, August 3, 1982. Dr Jagan opened the discussions which dealt 
with the current imperialist offensive in the Caribbean and the struggles of 
each party in combating this offensive. 


At the end of the meeting a final communique was issued along with three 
resolutions: Solidarity with Grenada, Condemmation of the Caribbean Basin 
initiative and a call for the region to be a Zone of Peace, 


The participants at the meeting were from the New Jewel Movement of Grenada, 
Workers' Revolutionary Movement of St Lucia, United People's Movement of 

St Vincent, February 18th Movement of Trinidad, Movement for National Libera- 
tion of Barbados, People's Popular Movement of Trinidad, Communist Party of 
Guadeloupe, People's Progressive Party of Guyana, People's Revolutionary 
Party of Suriname, Communist Party of Cuba and the Workers" Party of 
Jamaica, 


The communique stated the views of the parties that imperialism is attempting 
"to reverse the revolutionary process in the area" and that the consequences 
of these attempts are the "deepening and broadening the social character of 
the movements for national liberation." The statement continues: 














"Within the framework, progress is being scored in strengthening parties and 
organisations more along working class lines and in increasing their influence 
amongst the people, 


The parties and organisations were unanimous on the need for their continued 
close cooperation in the interest of advancing the regional struggle against 
imperialism and appreciated the opportunity made possible by the PPP for the 
continuation of this process. 


the parties and organisations bearing in mind the present regional situation: 
|. Demand the complete decolonisation of the region, 


2. Condemm the resurgence of the Cold War and militarism by imperialism 
and pledge support for world peace, disarmament and for the Caribbean and 
Central America to remain a Zone of Peace, 


3. Condemm the propaganda onslaught of imperialism which is characterised 
by open advocation of "limited nuclear war" and its use of anti-communism 
in an attempt to divide the revolutionary movement, 


4, View the C.B.I. as inimical to the interests of the Caribbean peoples 
and demand adoption of the 13-point programme of the Caribbean (CARICOM) 
Ministers’ Conference of August 1981. 


5. Express solidarity with the revolutions of Cuba. \.caragua, Grenada and 
Suriname and for the liberation forces in El Salvalor. In particular, we 
condem the recent statements of Seaga and Adams which are aimed at the 
isolation of Grenada from Caricom, 


Call for the immediate withdrawal of Israeli troops from Lebanon and for 
the restoration of the rights of the Palestinian and Lebanese people. 


7. Condemn all military dictatorships such as in Haiti, Chile and Guatemala 
and call for the release of political prisoners and the restoration of 
democratic liberties, 


Give support to the people of Belize and Guyana in defence of their terri- 
torial integrity." 
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COUNTRY SECTION 


NEW POLICE COMMISSIONER NAMED; MEETS OPPOSITION 


JAMAICA 


Rank-and-File Dissatisfaction 


Bridgetown ADVOCATE=NEWS in English 14 Aug 82 p 3 


(Text] 
KINGSTON, Jamaica 
Friday (CANA) — Joe 


Williams, whose retention in 
the Jamaica Police Force last 
year after he reached the 
retirement age of 60 caused 
some controversy here, has 
been named as the new 
Commissioner, to replace Bill 
Bowes. who is retiring on 
Sunday. 

Mr. Bowes, 57, says that he 
is retiring three years early 
because of ill health. 

The Governor General, Sir 
Florizel Glasspole, made the 


appointment, acting on the 
advice-of the Police Services 
Commission. 

Williams has been a 
member of the police force 
since 1944. When he would 
normally have retired last 
year, he was offered a two- 
year contract, and made head 
of the Police Operations 
Squad. 

he extension did not f0 
down well with many rank- 
and-file cops concerned over 
the issue of promotions, and 
was balked at by the op- 
position Peoples National 


PNP Statement 


Party (PNP) when it was 
clear that Williams was 
Bowe’s heir-apparent. 

The party claimed that the 
action was a political move by 
the Jamaica Labour Party 
(JLP) which after regaining 
power in 1980 saw Williams 
rapid promotion to Assistant 
Commissioner, Deputy 
Commissioner and now 
Commissioner. 

The PNP under whose eight- 
year administration Williams 
was not promoted, claimed 
that the officer had acted 
openly on behalf of the JLP in 


; the 1960s. 





Bridgetown ADVOCATE-NEWS in English 16 Aug 82 p 3 


[Text] 


KINGSTON, Jamaica, 
Sunday, (CANA) — Jamaica’s 
new Police Commissioner Joe 
Williams, a controversial 
figure since his retainment in 
the force on reaching 
retirement age last year, is 
assuming duties today to a 
lukewarm welcome from the 


official Opposition. 
Twenty-four hours before he 
took over the Penple’s 
National Movement (PNP) 
led by former Prime Minister 
Michael Manley,. issued a 
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statement expressing fears 
that the force could be turned 
into “‘a tool for repression 


under 60-year-old Williams’ 
leadership. 

Outgoing Commissioner Bill 
Bowes is retiring goed 
today because of healt 
reasons, he said. 

Williams, who is having his 
third promotion under the 21 
month old Jamaica Labour 
Party (JLP) government, 
should have retired last year, 
but was offered a two-year 
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contract to stay on and was 
made head of the operations 
squad. 

The invitation for Williams 
to Stay on in the force last year 
caused some resentment in 
the force among rank and file 
cops, who felt that he was 
blocking the advancement of 
younger men. 

The PNP at the time ob- 
jected alleging that the of- 
ticer, who had received no 
promotion during its own 
administration — was an open 
JLP Partisan. 

In his statement the PNP 
leader repeated the charge, 
claiming that Williams had 
‘‘made no secret as to where 
his political allegiance lay, nor 
has he been discreet in givin 


vent to partisan utterance. 


Manley noted that the post 
of Commissioner of Police was 


highly sensitive, and mo-eso 
here at a time when the 
confidence of the entire 
country was needed to fight 
against crime ‘‘which still 
remains at an alarming high 
level.”’ 


Added Manley: “The 
People’s National Party ex- 
pects that the tension with the 

lice force will increase, and 
ears that before long it could 
be converted into a tool for 
political repression.”’ 


Manley said he hoped that 
the appointment would not 
result in ‘‘the elevation of the 
eradication squad to an in- 
strument used to eliminate 
those ho fear that the policy 
presc iption of the present 
regime will serve only to ge 
the majority of a? aa all 
hope for a better life.”’ 














COUNTRY SECTION 


MINISTER OF LOCAL GOVERNMENT REVIEWS ECONOMIC PROGRESS 


Kingston THE DALLY GLEANER in English 16 Aug 82 p 9 


[Text] 


famaica’s unemploy- 
@ient rate has been 
teduced from 30 per 
tent to 26 per cent 


while the inflation rate 
haa fallen from about 
22.9 per cent to 4.6 
per cent, according to 





the Hon. Alva Ross, 
Minister 
Govement. 


Mr Russ who was making 


an Independence Day 
speech to Jamaicans at 
the US Naval Base a: 
Guantanamo Bav Cuba 
on August 2. also said 


that by March 1¥sz 


jamaica had paid off 
U.$.$105 million of com 
mercial overseas arrears 
that had piled up in the 
preceding period. ; 
Mr. Ross told the gather 
ing celebrating Jamaicas 
20th Independence anni 
versaty that the Govern 
ment was encouraging for 
eign investment as part of 
its ECONOMIC recovery, pro: 
gramme. The advamage 
of this strategy. he said 
was to ensure a wider 
source of capital and techn 
nology. and improve 
access to foreign markets. 
To effecc this strategy 
potential investors have 
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of Loca! 


Bi-laterai 


been assured that they 
would be allowed to 
repatriate capital and 
dividends. The Jamaica 
National Investment Pro 
motion Limued was set 
up by the Prime Minister 
to facilitate this process. 


ASSISTANCE 


Jamaica's economic recov: 
ery programme is based 
on the three-year I.M.-F. 
agreement signed in 
1981. Mr. Ross said. add- 
ing that “we have also 
sought assistance from 
the World Bank. Inter 
American Development 
Bank. and the Caribbean 
Development Bank. 

programmes 
have also been worked 

out with U.S.A.. Canada. 


U.K. West Germany 
France. in addition (o 
benefits accruing from 


the Mexican/ Venezuelan 
Oil Facility. and the 
Trinidad Oil Facility 

Mr. Ross also mentioned 
the proposed Caribbean 
Basin Inniative with is 
package of financial assist. 
ance trade advantages. 
tax concessions. aimed at 
encouraging US. private 
investment in the region 
Despite the fact chat the 
economy has turned 
around. Mr. Ross remind: 
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Mr. Ross noted the impor 
tance of CARICOM to 
Jamaica. adding that “we | 
would be prepared to | 


ed the gathering. “we still 
have to climb up a very 
steep hill’. He identified 
unemployment as ‘the 
most serious and most 
fundamental job that we 
have to tackle. 

“The major objective of 
our development strate 
gies therefore has to be 
the creation of new oper: 
cuniues Mr. Ross said 
But first. certain “mas 
sive problems had to be 
solved 

Among these were the 
rehabilitation of the 
island's electricity. ¢xpan- 
sion and improvement of 
the Corporate Areas 
water system. restoration 
of the Ministry of Hous- 
ing s efficiency and cred)- 
bility. che health system. 
the schools: and the 
undertaking of a massive 
road imp-ovement 
programme 


LAW OF SEA 


hos: a CARICOM meet 
ing if necessary. Reite 
rating Jamaicas stand | 
against “che racist Govern 
ment of South Africa” 
he said: “We believe firm. 
ly that international dis 


' 
! 


JAMAICA 


putes must be settled 
peacefully. and we can 
support no instance in 
which countries choose 
the means of ‘iolence.. 

We support the Non 
Aligned Movement which 
Jamaica joined in 1¥09” 


Touching on the Law of 
the Sea Mr. Ross 
expressed Jamaica s 
honour for being chosen 
as the site for the only 
United Nations 
institution to be located 
in this part of the world 
He also expressed “our 
commitment to Carry out 
our share of 
responsibility . 


Said Mr. Ross: “All of chis 


and much more ts engag: 
ing our attention in 
Jamaica at the present 
ume. The pause that we 
take for this 3-day week 
end to celebrate the Anni 
versary of our Independ 
ence will. | hope be 

pause that refreshes. 
because there is much 
that we have to do as we 
tackle the many problems 
that have to be solved in 
order to ensure the devel 
opment of our country 
and the improvement in 
the quality of life of all 
our people 




















COUNTRY SECTION 


SPAULDING COMMENTS ON GOVERNMENT SPENDING FOR SECURITY 


Port-of-Spain TRINIDAD GUARDIAN in English 11 Aug 82 p 5 


[Text ] 
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KINGSTON, Tues., (Cana): 


SECURITY is a top priority 
for Jamaica and Government 
make; no apologies for its 
spenaing in this direction, 
according to Minister of 
National Security and Justice 
Winston Spaulding. 

“If the problems we had 
inherited in this. country 
continued, it would have torn 
apart the very fabric of 
national life,’ the minister 
was quoted by ihe Jamaica 
Information Service (JIS) as 
saying in a speech defending 
increased spending on secur- 


_ economic oo 
an ram ence 
eel oe run up to 
the October 1980 general elec- 
tions, won by the Jamaica 
Labour Party (JLP). A record 
500 people were killed. 


minster told 4a 
Chamber of Commerce 
meeting in Montego Bay that 
the amount of capital that 
was being spent for the police 
must be greater propor- 
tionately than what was be- 
i courthouses. 

res on actual 
e ture ocations, but 
said there were o-'er 400 police 
stations in comp..mson to 65 
courthouses. 

Of the number of court- 
houses, some 40 were not 
permanent and anlike police 
stations were not used on a 
round-the-clock basis, the 
minister noted. 

“I want to stress that we 
are a part of a national ship. 
Therefore, if we have a ship 
that is being attacked by a 
torpedo, then the overiding 
priority is to get that ship 
out of the path of danger,” 
Mr. Spaulding said. 
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MINISTER DISAVOWS EXCESSES OF PRIVATE ENTERPRISE 


Kingston THE DAILY GLEANER in English 13 Aug 82 pp 1, 15 


[Text] 


’ The government will not allow the people of 
the country to be held as ransom to any group, 
whether local or foreign, in respect of. the goods 
and services that they need. The Hon. Pearnel 
Charles, Minister of Public Utilities and Trans- 


port, said yesterday. « . 
Addressing the weekly luncheon ‘of the ‘Seen 
Rotary Club at the Jamaica Pegasus Hotel in New King- 


ston, Mr. Charles stated: “In everything we do, we 


intend to act not only in safeguarding individual free- 
dom but at all times in the greater national interest.” — 

Mr. Charles spoke out against a “lot of people” who 
seemed 10 be under the misunderstanding of os the, 
Government was all about. 

“They seem to think that because we imagen pri- 
vate enterprise and just rewards for personal efforts, we 
should sit back and let them loose upon the community 
to rape and to plunder. 

- “Others think that just by electing us they have cre- 
ated a veritable cornucopia from which all the goodies 
flow regardless of the poor state in once we took over 
the country. 

“THEY WANT INSTANT WATER, instant energy. 
instant foreign exchange for imports, § imstant: 
everything.” . 

Drawing his examples from representatives of differ- 
ent groups, including business managers, higglers, farm- 
ers, and mimibus operators, Mr. Charles said they all 
seétged_1o think chat ‘when the people elected the J.L.P. 
into office, “they were creating a sort of Spanish Main 
to let free a bunch of piratical, free-booting hoodiums 
to prey upon the community. 

“NO such thing, Mr. Chairman no such thing. We 
are not and will never become a part or agent of any 
such group of people at any time while this Government 
is in office. 

“People should remember that the central plank of 
our manifesto is national development. This Govern- 
ment is commited to the nation, not to any particular 
section or group. 

“Our main responsibility as we spelled it out'in our 
manifesto is the small man, the have -nots, the poor, the 
weak. They are our first consideration. They are our 
first responsibility, although we are a Government of all 


the people”. | 
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MR. CHARLES SAID HE wanted to be quite clear. 
“This man here, this Pearnel Charles, will never be a 
Party to any programme which will allow‘the selfish pira- 
tical free-booters present in -all, communities the world 
over a licence to make free with the well being and the 
nationah interest of all Jamaica:” 

“We do not intend to keep the country a smugglers’ 
haven or turn it into a thieves’ paradise or a dumping 
ground for shoddy goods at high prices whether those 
goods are imported or manufactured locally.” Mr. 
Charles at this juncture made the point about not put- 
ting the people of the country to ransom to any group. 

Mr. charles said he welcomed some amount of impa- 
tience from the people about the instant provision of par- 
Ticular goods and services, as it showed that the Govern- 
ment was succeeding in revitalizing them and had 
brought them bouncing back, full of life and hope and 
expectations to the point where they were demanding 
the impossible and were expecting to get it. 

* Pointing out that this demonstrated also that the spir- 
it of the country was not killed by Manley's democratic 
socialists, Mr. Charles, however said, * was a differene 
thing altogether from the cries which were beginning to 
be made for the divestment of the Jamaica Public Serv- 
ice Company and the Jamaica Telephone Company. 

Stating that he was certain that the cries would soon 
call for the divestment by the Government of ‘water”, 
Mr. Charles wondered if these cries were a demonstra- 
tion ef concern for the' national interest .or personal 
terest. 
< Mr. Charles said the Government may divest any of 
the utilicies, provided that better programmes and plans 
for them were proposed. 

Rotarian Mr. Keith Daley introduced the Minister 
and Rotarian Mr. Roy Stephenson said thanks. Presi- 
dent Roy Smith presided. ; 
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CANE FARMERS GET INCENTIVE PROGRAM TO BOOST PRODUCTION 


Port-of-Spain TRINIDAD GUARDIAN in English 9 Aug 82 p 4 


[Text] 


CSO: 


3025 /440 


CANE FARMERS in 
Jamaica are trying to boost 
production through an in- 
centive programme. 

The farmers of that coun- 
try have already started a 
company to reap ‘‘green 
canes’’ instead of burning. 
They have also made repre- 
sentation to Government 
for incentive to replant old 
fields. ~ ; 

That was stated by Mr 
Ken Horton, vice president 
of the Aii Island Jamaica 
Canefarmers Association in 
an interview. 

Mr Horton was in 
Trinidad as guest of the 
Canefarmers Centenary 


Celebrations Committee 
and he attended a cocktail 
party organised by the com- 
mittee, held on Thursday 
evening at Oxford Club, San 
Fernando. 

He mentioned the request 
for incentives from the 
government in areas of 
replanting, an agronomic 


grant ana supply of fer- 


tilisers. 

Mr Horton believed th st 
there was still room for 
cane sugar on the world 
market but said, the mar- 
ket was manipulated to 
satisfy manufacturers of 
‘“‘sweetners.”’ 

He spoke of the structure 


of the industry wn Jamaica 
and mentioned an organisa- 
tion known as the Sugar In- 
dustry Authori 
regulatory body on which 
sectors are represented — 
ernment, unions 
canefarmers. : 
seen the industry are 
fe) ry 

discussed by that body and 
decisions wiich are binding 
are taken. R 

Mr Horton was very im- 
pressed with the centenary 
celebrations of the 
canefarming industry in 
Trinidad and congratulated 
the organisers on the 
venture. ; 
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BANANA INDUSTRY LAGGING; COMPANY BOARD IN SHAKE-UP 
Firing of Directors 
Kingston THE DAILY GLEANER in English 12 Aug 82 pp 1, 13 


[Text] A massive shake-up is taking place in the Banana Company of Jamaica 
Limited which has "not been functioning to the satisfaction" of the Minister 
of Agriculture, Dr Percival Broderick, who has requested and received the 
resignation of all the members of the Board of Directors. The Company is to 
be restructured, 


Dr Hansell Beckford, the General Manager, was asked by Board Chairman Dr 
Marshall Hall to resign two weeks ago. Dr Beckford gives up the post this 
weekend, In the meantime, Dr Broderick has appointed  r Hall, Executive 
Chairman of the Company with responsibility for it. ,eneral management, 
pending the restructuring. 


When restructured, the functions of the Company will be divided into three: 
A Growing Projects Company, a Production and Extension Exports Company and 
a Banana Company. Each company will have a chairman and a seven-man Board, 


Dr Broderick told the GLEANER yesterday that the Banana Company, as it was 
set up, could not perform the functions necessary to service an industry 
that was in difficulty. It was a company where there are lots of internal 
difficulties “born out of years of inefficiency, years of irresponsible 
attitudes... 


"You cannot go and pour new wine into old skins," he said. 


The Growing Projects Company will be responsible for putting together projects 
for banana-growing, getting those projects funded and getting them operational 
until "we are able to build up a...pure stand banana export sector," 


The Production and Extension Exports Company's functions will include 
Extension Services in relation to export acreages, the control of diseases 
which affect bananas, management in respect of making inputs available to 
farmers, types of fertilizers, and the like, The Company will be funded 
by a cess from export fruit, 
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UK=Based CDC Loan 


Port-of-Spain TRINIDAD GUARDIAN in English 13 Aug 82 p 5 


(Text ] 


LONDON, Thurs., (AP): 


THE British-based 
Commonwealth Development 
Corporation (CDC) has 


announced a loan of $30.6 
million to aid the Jamaica 
banana industry back to high 
production levels. , 

Two estates covering 830 
hectares are to be purchased 
in the north-east of the island 
and will be cleared to make 
new plantations, CDC said. 

A new company is to be set 
up with the corporation pro- 
viding more than half the 


S. 
The big American corpora- 
tion united brands will 
manage the project and 


provide ten per cent of the 
investment, with must of the 
remainder coming from the 
banana company of Jamaica. 

Mr Ken Hope-Jones, project 
manager for the CDC’s part 
of the scheme, said: “We 
would like more land to be 
made available. Bananas offer 
a better return than sugar 
per hectare when oproperlv 


managed. Jamaica suffered 
considerably in the hurricane 
of 1980 and we hope- the 
scheme will help its re- 
covery.”’ 

The CDC sent a team there 
last year to examine the pros- 
pects. 


"GLEANER' Editorial Comment 


Kingston THE DAILY GLEANER in English 14 Aug 82 p 8 


[Text] 


CSO; 


Fhe moribund banana -industry- 


has had another jolt with the dec- 
laration this week that the Direc- 
tors of the Banana Corfpany had 


been relieved of their posts, that. 
the General Manager. Dr. Beck- 


ford, has been asked to Tesign, 


and that the Chairman of the 


‘Board. Dr. Marshall-Hall is to 


take on executive responsibility as” 


Executive Chairman. 

The Minister has also 
announced that the Company will 
in effect be run as three different 
entities — Growing Projects. Pro- 
duction, Extension and Exports, as 


well as a Banana Company. 


_ While the deplorable state of 
the industry requires stern and 
firm measures, we wonder whether 
there isn't an air of desperation in 
the measures proposed by the Min-\ 
ister. To set up three separate 
entities complete with Chairmen 
and Boards, suggests ‘o,us an 
invitation to overlapping and 
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resulting .committee_ inaction 


‘which will succeed only in burying 
’ the industry. Surely the functions 


proposed by the Government 
should fall within the overall com: 
petence of the Banana Company 
and its Board. 


The Banana industry needs 
money for development, technical 
guidance to the producers, access 
to equipment and fertilizer. 
improved organisation for taking 
out the fruit to the boxing plants, 
and overall inspiration to produc- 
ers to make 1984 Banana Recov- 
ery Year. For it is shocking that 
when we have assured markets for 
150,000 tons at $50 million U.S., 
we have produced a mere, 13,210 
tons up to July 31. It is cold com- 
fort that the years production 
may be higher: than last year's 
18,774 tons but nothing near the 
$3,107 tons of 1980, the year of 
Hurricane Allen and the elections. 


- 











COUNTRY SECTION 


JAMAICA 


AIR JAMAICA UNVEILS PLANS FOR EXPANDED OPERATIONS 


Service to Europe 


[Kingston THE DAILY GLEANER in English 12 Aug 82 p 1] 


[Text] 


_ AIR JAMAICA js no lo iger subservient to the 
tourist industry but is working to complement the. 
work of the Jamaica Tourist Board and the Min- 
istry of Tourism, the Hon. Pearnel Charles, Min- 


ister of Public Utilities, said yesterday. 

Speaking at a press conference to announce the re- 

introudction on November 5 of Air Jamaica's non-stop 
747 service to London, England and Frankfurt, Ger- 
many, Mr. Charles said that Air Jamaica currently car- 
ries about 55 percent of the tourists who come, to 

_ Jamaica; but that this is not the airline's only role. 

’ “We are directing our attention” he said,” at tourist 
groups, package tours, convehtion business as well as 
the ethnic market - those’ Jamaicans who live, abroad 
and want to visit here.” 

“We are interested im the expansion of the industry 
and we're in pursuit of viability. Both the development 
of che Tourism sector and Air Jamaica fall within Gov- 
ernment's policy to develop the country as a whole.” 

_ Mr. Charles said that both the Government of 
Jamaica and the Board of Air Jamaica were determined 
to revive the airline against all odds —be these the 
decline of other international carriers or recession in 
some markets. ’ 

THE NON-STOP SERVICE into Europe will oper- 
‘ate on a semi-"wet lease” basis with the Irish airline, 
Aer Lingus (which will provide pilots) from whom the 
planes have been leased. 

The Winter schedule, which covers the period 
November 5, 1982 to March 26, 1983, commences with 
the flight originating out of Frankfurt, departing there 
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at 11.20 a.m. and arriving in London at 11.45. It then 


leaves London at 1.00 p.m. arriving in Montego Bay at 
5.50 p.m. and departing there at 7.20 p.m. to _— 
Kingston 7.55 p.m. 

The return fli hi will depart Kingston for Lentee 
at 8.55 p.m. arriving in London at 10.40 a.m. next 
day, and departing at 11.40 a.m. to arrive in Frankfurt 
at 2.05 p.m. ; 


Fare levels will range from an Executive Club fare 
to an advance - purchase “mini” fare. 


Club Class will seat 24 persons while Economy will 
seat 385 persons in three cabins. 


Air Jamaica President and M&naging Director, Mr. 
Tony Hylton, who was present at the conference, 
noted, however, that only two of the three banks in the 


Club Class section will be closed, thus giving as much 
space as a First Class section. 

ASKED WHETHER AIR JAMAICA will be com- 
peting on the new route wai other international car- 
riers, Mr. Hylton said that although British Airways 
operates on the route Air Jamaica will not be com- 
peting directly with that airline since the locai carrier is 
the only one that offers a non-stop service from King- 
ston to London and Frankfurt. 

This 747 aircraft brings to 8 the number of planes 
in Air Jamaica's fleet. This includes five 727s (one on 
lease from Air Cana.a) and two DC 8s. Another DC 9 
has recently been sold. and the airline has three DC 8s 
in storage in North C..olina for which buyers are being 
sought. 


-—- 














Bid for Regional Status 
Kingston THE DAILY GLEANER in English 12 Aug 82 p 2 


[Text] Air Jamaica may one day want to be the official regional carrier 
but the Government has no conflict with other airlines which have such 
“ambitious thoughts," according to Minister of Public Utilities Mr Pearnel 
Charles, 


The Minister's comments came as he answered questions put to him by reporters 
at yesterday's press conference to announce Air Jamaica's resumption of a non- 
stop flight to London, England and Frankfurt, West Germany. 


Asked about Air Jamaica's advent into the eastern and southern Caribbean 
Mr Charles told reporters that he saw nothing wrong with Trinidad and 
Tobago's national carrier, British West Indian Airways (BWIA) wanting to 
be the official regional carrier, but that this does not preempt similar 
wishes by other airlines in the region, 


He said that Air Jamaica is working toward viability "coming from very close 
to the precipice" and there must be some element of trial and error in the 
airline business." 


"We'll have period of ups and downs but we can't simply say that we have 
half-empty planes so we'll stop flying. We have to go out there and market 
the airline, seek tourists, capture those that want to come here," 


The Minister said that just last week he received a number of compliments 
from passengers about the "new attitude" of Air Jamaica staffers especially 
stewardesses and urged "Let us not use the few bad incidents that will happen 
in any home to judge the airline," 


Asked whether the seeming misunderstanding with the Trinidad Government 
concerning Air Jamaica's introduction of a service into Barbados and Trinidad 
came about due to a lack of communication between the Government of Trinidad 
and Tobago and the Government of Jamaica, Air Jamaica Chairman Mr Tony Hart 
explained that bilateral talks about airline routes really take place between 
respective Foreign Ministries, He said that in this case bilateral talks 
were held between Trinidad and Tobago's and Jamaica's Foreign Ministry and 

as is usual Air Jamaica has representatives at those talks. "I presume BWIA 
also had representatives there," he said, 


Mr Hart told reporters that the flights to the eastern and southern Caribbean 
are currently operating on an average of 60 percent capacity. The DC 9 which 


services the route has a total capacity for 98 passeng. -s. 


Mr Charles said that the Government of Jamaica had not had any communication 
with the Government of Trinidad and Tobago on the matter, 
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COUNTRY SECTION MEXI CO 


FURTHER REACTION TO 25 JULY ABC DOCUMENTARY 

Authorities Displeased 
Mexico City EXCELSIOR in Spanish 29 Jul 82 pp 1-A, 9-A 
[Private Network" column by Manuel Buendia] 


[Text] A television program which was viewed by millions in the United States 
last Sunday handled a report on Mexico as if an American intervention in our 
country were imminent, on the pretext that the social organization is falling 
apart and that we are living on the brink of a conflagration which could 
endanger the security of our powerful neighbor. 


Ambassador John Gavin played a part on this program whith is now being 
examined by Mexican authorities with feelings of concern and disgust; and 
he has already brought about a kind of confrontation with Foreign Minister 
Jorge Castaneda through that same film clip. 


For several weeks Mexico has been subjected to one of the most intensive 
offensives in memory, orchestrated by the news media of the United States. 
However, this program went far beyond any which preceded it. 


A source close to Mr De la Madrid said that he had a clear idea of what was 
happening. According to him, the campaign has the purpose of discrediting the 
Lopez Portillo administration and intimidating the future president. 


"Perhaps they want the Mexican Government to also need the periodic certifica- 
tions which Ronald Reagan gives to Guatemala and El Salvador to obtain a little 
U.S. aid," another source added. 


"Mexico is on the brink of economic chaos and social instability...Rumors ai > 
being circulated to the effect that the flames of Central America will set fire 
to Mexican soil,'' says an ad appearing in the magazines TIME and PEOPLE. A 
drawing--which attempts to imitate those of Posada--presents two elements: 

the poverty of the people and the government's armed men ready for repression. 


(That ad was only one part of the publicity campaign conducted by the ABC Tele- 
vision Network during a several-day period to generate greater interest. Sum- 
maries of the script were delivered to Washington correspondents during that 
period.) 
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"While some peasants are talking openly of revolution, the authorities are con- 
cerning themselves with the civil war..." says the narrator of the program 
which is seen and heard from coast to coast on Sunday during prime time. 


To emphasize their points, the program's producers went so far as to violate 
Mexican criminal laws and the statute which foreigners should abide by. Thus, 
in their abusive conduct, they practically put words in the mouths of the pea- 
sants. For example, to justify the statement that "some peasants" are talking 
"openly of revolution," the American interviewer approached an Indian and asked 
him point blank: "Would you like to see another revolution?" 


And, of course, the narrator did not bother to explain the roots and meanings 
the word "revolution" has in Spanish in Mexico under the present circumstances. 
He says it in English, places an exclusively military accent on it and adds: 
"Could Mexico become another Guatemala, another El Salvador...There are simi- 
larities because of a common heritage and the similar economic and social situa- 
tion." 


This is where John Gavin comes in, with the prestige given to him in the eyes 
of the peasants because of the fact that he has spent a year in Mexico trying 
to become acquainted with what is going on in this country. 


"Do you feel that the problems of Central America will reach Mexico?" the n=, 
rator asks. And Gavi. answers: ‘We are concerned about that as are the Mexi- 
cans; there is social injustice; we acknowledge that as do the Mexicans. 

We would like to see those problems resolved as would the Mexicans. Some fear 
that the problems of Central America will cross the bo~ r. "If that happens, 
not only is it a problem for the Mexicans but it is also a problem for us." 


And Jorge Casaneda responds vigorously that John Gavin is not right. "If that 
is his opinion, he is wrong," thunders the Mexican Foreign Minister, employing 
an expression little used in the lexicon of an important Mexican official, 
who, although he was audacious, is not unaware of the need for discretion. 


Castaneda's reaction exemplifies the reaction of many Mexican officials who have 
have viewed the videotape in the past 3 days. They would have us believe that 
over the short-term nothing has been more harmful to the already antagonistic 
relations than this attack by the U.S. news media and the important support 
given to them by Ambassador Gavin's views. 


Castaneda's response, which may well have expressed the Mexican government 's 
points of view vigorously and effectively, was mutilated and practically twist- 
ed around in the context of the program. 


Gavin insisted on establishing the similarity between El Salvador, Guatemala 
and Mexico and on warning the American people: "I would say that we have a 
greater spectrum of dealings with Mexico than with any other country in the 
world." 


This provided the pretext for producer and director Bill Redeker to say: "This 
uncertainty has implications for the United States of America...Mexico is our 
third largest trade partner and an important alternative source of oil." 

















That is an audience of millions of Americans who are habitually misinformed 
about Mexico and also members of Congress and politicians who make the 
decisions of the U.S. Government with respect to Mexico are repeatedly impor- 
tuned to decide whether or not they must do something about our country now 
while there is still time. 


The narrator does not want to leave any doubt about what ABC intended to accom- 
plish by this program. Near the end of the program, the narrator emphasizes: 
"We cannot ignore or presume the stability of Mexico because if the crisis 
continues we will feel the effects tomorrow." 


This prime example of bad faith in news and political reporting begins with 
this sentence: 'Mexico has problems...our neighbor is immersed in a profound 
internal crisis." After that we have this delicate sample of cynicism: "First, 
we invade them; then, we exploit them; but now we cannot ignore a nation whose 
stability is seen threatened." 


Gavin Criticized for Severity 
Mexico City EXCELSIOR in Spanish 30 Jul 82 pp 1-A, 14-A 
{Private Network" column by Manuel Buendia] 


[Text] It is difficult to recall an ambassador during the past 40 years who 
criticized Mexico with the severity of Mr Gavin on the television program 
about which we began our commentary yesterday. 


In a context of gratuitous insinuations on the part of the program director, 
Bill Redeker, about a revolution's breaking out in Mexico because it has 
reached the extremes of popular ire and government incapacity, John Gavin 
appears on the tube to summarize: 


"It is a problem of confidence; the people feel that their institutions are not 
as trustworthy as they should be." 


This, said before an audience of millions of Americans who are continually mis- 
informed about what Mexico really is...and, therefore, predisposed to blindly 
believe what their diplomatic representative tells them--is the equivalent of 
many things, none of which is friendly within the limits of respect and 
prudence in which professional diplomatics customarily operate. 


lt is the equivalent of saying that here in Mexico a popular majority is al- 
ready in the process of rising up in arms because nothing else occurs to them 
when the people have lost faith in their institutions. 


To reach such a conclusion, Gavin had echoed the statements made by the narra- 
tor by drawing a parallel, a similarity, between the political conditions pre- 
vailing in Guatemala and El Salvador and those of Mexico. He had also said 

that he believes in the concrete possibility that an armed conflict could break 
out here like the ones in those two countries and had warned that if this 
happens it would then be not only "a problem for the Mexicans but a problem for 
us also." (See yesterday's "Private Network") 
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We must stress the importance of the context. The narrator of the program 
said: 


"There is a crisis on every street corner...in the countryside, there is 
violence...A crisis of confidence is threatening the credibility of the 
nation's single-party system...The accumulation of its critical social and 
economic conditions has brought Mexico to a moment of crisis; it is not 
immune to those Central American uprisings. And nowhere else is this more 
evident than in the countryside where there are violent disputes over the 

use and ownership of land...Nine out of 10 peasants have insufficient food... 
At the mayor's office, the women pray for their missing persons...Qutside 
their husbands speak of opposition and revolution." 





Redeker also makes reference to the newsmen who covered the campaign and who, 
according to him, were bribed by the PRI [Institutional Revolutionary Party] 
with sums of money as high as $4,000 per month. 


"For those wio do not cooperate, there is repression," Bill Redeker concludes, 
in a display of precision and faithfulness to the facts. 


Part of the program was devoted to demonstrating that Mexico is a country 
almost as corrupt as the United States of America. A difficult record to 
match, in spite of everything. Mexican television--our Channel 13--could nc: 
improve on the effectiveness of the American news media when they take it upon 
themselves to describe the corruption of that country's government. 


For example, remember the scandal involving President '..0n and "all the 
President's men." 


When that proud nation reached its bicentennial it discovered that a "gang" 

of swindlers, forgers and dirty tricks experts had installed itself in the 
White House. At the outset, the immorality of Vice President Spiro Agnew was 
exposed; then Attorney General Mitchell followed; and after that the wave of 

mud engulfed Nixon himself, his principal advisers and, finally, the head, neck, 
torso and extremities of a federal administration. 


With Reagan, the puritan cowboy from California, the scandals began to break 
out during the campaign and recurred during the first months of his government, 
including such shameful episodes as the one in which Richard Allen accepted a 
bribe from a Japanese magazine to facilitate an "interview" with Mrs Reagan. 


Then, at the beginning of this month, the dunghill was discovered to be much 
larger. American news agencies, with great enjoyment, gave the world the good 
news. Here are a few paraagraphs from a cable dated 7 July: 


"The investigative groups looking into the scope of the illegal cocaine- 
trafficking scandal and the corruption of minors in the American Congress 
decided today to join forces to expedite the case. 


"Sources connected with the investigators, in spite of still refusing to make 
public the names of those implicated, now have no doubt about the participa- 
tion by an unspecified number of members of the House of Representatives and, 
probably, senators of past legislatures. 
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"The use of young boys and girls serving as pages in Congress for drug traf- 
ticking purposes and sexual acts was reported by one of the pages to the 
Federal Bureau of Investigations (FBI)." 


Last Tuesday, the press of that country--not the Soviet enemies nor the 
resentful Mexican friends—-added another happy stroke of the brush to the word 
picture of the Reagan administration: 


"A gigantic prostitution network which includes the principal cities of the 
United States and which was supplying 12-year-old boys to government officials 
was uncovered by New York State authorities. 


"The traffickers were also selling information about the sexual preferences 
of their clients to spies of foreign powers. "...The prices ranged from $50 
to $450 and depended in particular upon the age of the boys and the length of 
their services." 


However, this column is not trying to suggest to Channel 13--we would not dare 
interrupt alcoholic beverage commercials—-a program entitled 'Moctezuma's 
Revenge,'' or something of that nature, based strictly on the materials pro- 
duced at home by our own neighbors. 


Sepulveda: ABC Program 'Unfortunate' 
Mexico City EXCELSIOR in Spanish 1-A, 20-A 


[Text] The United States is in the throes of a prolonged economic recession 
which has produced one of the highest rates of unemployment since World War 

[l, also a significant decrease in industrial production and very high rates 

of interest. These statements were made yesterday in Washington by the Mexican 
ambassador to the United States, Bernardo Sepulveda, during an interview on 

TV Channel 13. 


As regards relations between the two countries, Sepulveda said that these are 
"adequate" and that although theoretically they are characterized by friend- 
ship, cordiality, justice and respect, these postulates are not reflected in 
reality. 


Commenting on the program broadcast last Sunday by the U.S. ABC television 
network, Sepulveda said that in his opinion the documentary had been "unfor- 
tunate.'' He emphasized, "The documentary presents a negative perspective of 
Mexican reality. According to this documentary, it would appear that there is 
nothing positive in Mexico." 


"Il believe," the diplomat continued, "that the producers of this documentary 
took the wrong road, that they did not present Mexico’s situation with objec- 
tivity. They attempted to formulate a series of exceptionally critical and 
negative judgments, without noting the extremely good points of the Mexican 
system." 




















"Tl want to say," emphasized Ambassador Sepulveda, "that in no instance did I 
encounter a positive judgment and that at no time did I observe a readiness 
to find favorable aspects in Mexican reality.” 


"During President Lopez Portillo's 6-year term,’ he noted, "we made extra- 
ordinary progress in terms of access to education for enormous segments of the 
population, extraordinary facilities with respect to access to public health, 
transportation, communications, industrial production and agriculture. 


"The advances are undeniable. In this regard, I wish to say that we are not 
frightened by criticism. It is not a phenomenon which produces a bad reaction 
on the part of responsible Mexicans. We are used to criticism and are ready 
to make critical evaluations. President Lopez Portillo himself undertook an 
important critical process in Mexican society that resulted in political re- 
form, which is a fundamental step forward in the Mexican political system. 


"Mexico is a society which has been transformed in the past few years, a 
society which, obviously, is facing up to the problems created by sudden 
and extraordinarily rapid growth. But that, of course, has to be examined 
with balance and good sense, to arrive at a value judgment about Mexican 
reality. ot 


The Simpson Bill 


Sepulveda explained that the Simpson-—Mazzoli bill which is to be discussed in 
the U.S. Congress has the purpose of establishing limitotions on immigration 

to the United States. The general idea, he said, is * establish an immigration 
system that is different from the present one, whici could accept Mexican 
migratory workers. 


"Tl want to point out," the ambassador said, "that Mexico has been exceptionally 
respectful of the internal legislative process of all countries, including, of 

course, the United States. Consequently, Mexico has made no statement about the 
Simpson—Mazzoli bill." 


"Mexico feels that this is a sovereign action relating to the immigration of 
a country; and, therefore, it has made no statement," he emphasized. 


"However, I should like to make one observation with respect to this bill. It 
will not necessarily be approved. It still has to go through a process of 
discussion, debate, in the Senate and in the House of Representatives, which 
could mean either important changes or definitive rejection." 


"Tl must also note," he said, "that the U.S. Congress has a limited number of 
days left in 1982 to discuss this bill and many others *t has in the hopper on 
other subjects. But regardless of that internal legislative process which I 
have mentioned, I also want to call attention to the fact that the U.S. 
economy, in spite of legal limitations, may demand the utilization of foreign 
workers, in a large number of cases. In various branches of activities, there 
is a need for additional manpower in the U.S. economy. 
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"And I want to say, of course, that this attraction which induces a Mexican 
worker to migrate puts him to work in jobs which, in my opinion, could use- 
fully be performed in Mexico." 


On the subject of the economic crisis being experienced by a large number of 
Latin American countries, Sepulveda said that such a crisis absolutely does 
exist. "However, I believe it important to note that this is a phenomenon 
which is not exclusive to that region or to developing countries. 


"It is important to observe that the industrialized countries are also going 
through a severe economic crisis which has produced a recession and unemploy- 
ment; the rate of increase of the Gross Domestic Product of the European coun- 
tries has decreased in a very considerable way; and only a very small number 
of countries have satisfactory economic growth." 


He then clarified that obviously the economic sector is interdependent in 
world terms; consequently, Mexico cannot escape this recessive climate which 
is produced in the economy of the industrialized countries. 


As for the possibilities of improving our trade relations with the United 
States, the diplomat explained, "As a first step we ourselves must assure an 
export capability. By that I mean we have the obligation in Mexico to pro- 
duce not only for the domestic market but also for export purposes. 


"We have to accustom ourselves to a greater capacity for the penetration of 
world markets on the basis of high quality products at competitive prices 
abroad; and I believe that this is a necessary condition for entry into inter- 
national trade," he said. 


"However," he added, "it is obvious that in order for those products which we 

process for export, with high quality and competitive prices, to penetrate the 
world market, it is also necessary to eliminate the trade barriers now exist- 

© " 

ing. 


And as for the United States' wishing to eliminate those barriers, Sepulveda 
said, "A mechanism will have to be established which will ensure the elimina- 
tion of those barriers. Two kinds of actions can be taken: on the one hand, 
we can broaden the operation of the generalized system of preferences which 
permits Mexican articles to enter the U.S. market free of tariffs; and, on the 
other hand, as regards the system of compensatory taxes in those cases in which 
an incentive is offered for export of Mexican products, these compensatory 
taxes should not be applied indiscriminately and in such a way as to damage 
Mexico's export capabilities." 


Common Market Not Too Viable 


Ambassador Sepulveda also mentioned a Mexico-United States-Canada common mar- 
ket to provide a viable way out of our country's problems through free trade. 
lle said this plan had been rejected in its entirety by President Lopez Portillo 
and Prime Minister Pierre Elliott Trudeau of Canada. 
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"I feel that it is a plan which lacks solid bases, and that was the way it 
was judged by the chiefs of state of Canada and Mexico. 


"What is more, the reason for this seems to m perfectly justifiable. We 

must always take into account the fact that Mexico is identified with the prin- 
ciples, ideals, aspirations, interests and needs of the developing countries. 
[ts political ties and its community of interests are associated with the 
developing countries." 


He also added that Mexico could not deny its tradition and political culture, 
as a developing country. And in this regard he said he wanted to point out 
that Mexico's modus operandi had been one of association with Latin America, 
in terms of the former LAFTA, now LAIA. 


"One additional element," he added, "which would make the establishment of a 
North American common market not too desirable would be the imbalance between 
the contribution Mexico would make and that which would be made by the indus- 
trialized countries: the United States and Canada. 


"Mexico aspires to make a much greater contribution to its development process 
than the one which was to be assigned to it and which would probably be based 
on cheap manpower and raw materials." 


As for the repercussions in the United States of the elections held in Mexico 
on 4 July, Ambassador Sepulveda explained, "In my opinion, from an internal 
standpoint Mexico is consolidating the democratic process in a splendid manner; 
and it is the consecration of the political reform es ~ ished by President 
Lopez Portillo. 


"This represents an extraordinary advance in the political maturity of the 
Mexican people; the fact that an exceptional number of voters went to the 
polling places represents a validation of the Mexican political system, in 
which the citizens, Mexicans of voting age, have sanctioned the legitimacy 
of the Mexican political process and we note high civic responsibility and an 
elevated sense of civic awareness to legitimize authority in the country." 


He also said that the image of Miguel de la Madrid as the winning candidate for 
the Presidency of the Republic has been strengthened internationally, the 

image of a first rank political figure, of an integral and complete public 
official with a profound knowledge of the Mexican political and economic systems. 


lle also said that De la Madrid was a candidate who was knowledgeable about the 
international political system; a personality familiar with international 
phenomena who has profound knowledge of how the reality of international 
politics operates; and a candidate who legitimately received a great number of 
votes, as the result of an exceptional campaign, which w..1l permit him to 
comfortably come to power with the substantial support of his fellow citizens. 

















Reagan-De la Madrid Talks 


As tor the possibility of a meeting between President Reagan and Miguel de la 
Madrid, he said: 


"Generally speaking, presidents talk; that is, on past occasions other presi- 
dents have talked. And as will be recalled, on 5 January 1981, the president- 
elect of the United States, Reagan, talked with President Lopez Portillo in 
Ciudad Juarez. 


"In my opinion, that was a very productive dialogue which permitted initial 
contacts between a president-elect-—-of the United States--and the President 
of Mexico to establishment understandings and mutually advantageous relatiens. 


"Also as a precedent, we have the series of talks with other presidents-elect 
which in all cases were beneficial." 


"In my opinion," he added, "it would be very useful to have talks between the 
man who will be the president-elect of Mexico Miguel de la Madrid, and the 
President of the United States, Ronald Reagan. 
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COUNTRY SECTION MEXICO 


APPEAL ON GUATEMALA INCLUDES PROMINENT CITIZENS' SIGNATURES 
Mexico City UNOMASUNO in Spanish 17 Aug 82 p 7 
[Political advertisement: "Appeal to the Conscience of All Mexicans" ] 


[Text] In Latin America and the Caribbean,peoples are struggling for economic 
independence, national sovereignty, progress and social justice, democracy and 
peace. Hundreds of millions of human beings are seeking new paths to national 
development and fraternal coexistence, without interference in their internal 
affairs, exploitation of their men and women or plundering of their natura] 
resources. 


We are all confronted with powerful enemies: an insatiable, aggressive imperialism 
which considers the subcontinent and the Caribbean islands to be strategic space 
and a natural preserve for its rapacity and, in addit‘ 1, the vast majority, oli- 
garchies without a true fatherland or a historical and social responsibility, 
armies that are guardians of the privileges of a minority and not of the territo- 
rial integrity and democratic order of our nations, security apparatuses comprised 
of mercenaries and criminals, and political elites whose function is to preserve 
an economic, political and social state of affairs that benefits small sectors of 
the population and is detrimental to the national interests and those of the 
workers. 


One of the areas in which this struggle is reflected with the most distressing, 
dangerous and definitive features is Central America, which is living at the 
razor's edge: The alternative is regionalized war with United States military 
intervention, or radical changes in the living conditions of Indians, peasants and 
workers. In Nicaragua, its people have won liberation; in El Salvador, the demo- 
cratic and patriotic forces are submerged in a painful process of seeking popular 
emancipation. In other countries, the popular insurgents are consolidated against 
governments submissive to foreign dictates. And in Guatemala, the struggle for 
liberty has assumed epic features, owing to the tragedy represented by a state 
policy of absolute violence against the people and the heroism of the rural and 
urban workers who have opposed eight representatives of tne military dictatorship 
under these extremely difficult conditions. With the latter, this fraternal 
people's democratic destiny and desire for social change have been thwarted since 
1954, when Carlos Castillo Armas, with money and an army provided by the U.S. 
Central Intelligence Agency (as has been admitted in that country) overthrew the 
constitutional democratic government of Jacobo Arbenz. 
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To the Mexicans, Guatemala is not merely the southern border; geography does, 
indeed, unite us, but so do history and the deepseated, decisive factors in the 
evclution of our nations. We shall never forget that we won our political inde- 
pendence together and that, for nearly 2 centuries, we have suffered from the 
arrogant behavior and aggression of those who consider us, not as good neighbors, 
but rather as a backyard, subject to the dictates of monopolistic and plundering 
interests. We shall always remember that when the Guatemalan dictators attacked 
us militarily, the best representatives of the Guatemalan nation: intellectuals, 
peasants or workers on the sea, have denounced the aggression against Mexico, 
expressed solidarity with our homeland and condemned the brutal attacks inspired 
and led by the mother country to the north. 


We Mexicans have never confused the genocidal dictatorships with the people and 
nation of Guatemala. And now, when another change in the top-ranking military 
has begun a new phase of the dictatorship, which is seeking primarily to put an 
end to the international isolation of a savage, bloody government at a time in 
history when the patriotic, democratic and revolutionary forces have succeeded in 
consolidating and expanding their national popular unity and representative 
status, we make an appeal to the conscience of all our fellow countrymen, urging: 


That there exist in Mexico an active, unified, widespread, organized solidarity 
of masses, without conditions, sectarianism or exclusions, for the revolutionary, 
liberating process in Guatemala; a solidarity with all the organizations and 
Guatemalans that are struggling against imperialism, the oligarchy and the dicta- 
torship, and on behalf of the welfare of that fraternal people. 


For this purpose, we propose the convening of a Mexican Congress of Solidarity 
With the People of Guatemala, in October 1982, which will express in a practical 
and effective way the historic bonds of understanding and brotherhood between 
workers, peasants, employees, women, youth, students and intellectuals of Mexico 
and the people of Guatemala. 


To hold this Congress, we call for the establishment of the Planning Committee, 
and we invite all the organized forces and individuals with the most diversified 
philosophical, religious and political beliefs who wish to make their contributior 
to the holding of this event, to unite their capacity and good will with our 
solidary, fraternal effort. The formation of the Planning Committee will take 
place on Saturday, 28 August, at 1100 hours, in the Versalles movie theater. We 
invite the people of Mexico to attend this function. 


Long live Mexican solidarity with the Guatemalan people. 


Hugo Aboites Felipe Casals 

Alonso Aguilar Valentin Campa 

Manuel Aguilar Mora Marta Cortina 

Hector Aguilar Camin Agustin Castillo 

Pedro Armendariz Rafael Carrillo 

Jorge Acevedo Mendoza Jose Maria Calderon 
Juan Brom Amador Castaneda Garcia 
Jose Joaquin Blanco Osiris Cantu 

Fernando Benitez Heberto Castillo 
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Jose Chavez Morado 
Gerardo de la Torre 
Walter de la Gala 
Andres Garcia Salgado 
Vicente Garcia 

Pablo Gomez 

Ernesto Gomez Cruz 
Pedro Guillen 

Pablo Gonzalez Casanova 
Aquiles Gonzalez Navarro 
Enrique Gonzalez Ruiz 
Arturo Garcia Bustos 
Eugenia Huerta, David Huerta 
Luis Hernandez Palacios 
Jorge Hiriart 

Luis Enrique Delano 
Mariano Flores Castro 
Julio Jimenez Cacho 
Manuel Haro Macias 
Rosario Ibarra de Piedra 
Jose Jimenez 

Emilio Krieguer Garcia 
Patricia Luque, Adriana Lombardo 
Salomon Laiter, Marta widow of Tamayo 
Jesus Lazcano Ochoa 
Guillermo Lezama 

Ofelia Medina 

Mario Menendez 

Samuel Masariego Ortiz 
Elsi Mendez 

Eleazer Morales Aragon 
Jorge Medina Viedas 
Carlos Monsivais 
Angeles Mastreta 

Raul Moreno Wonchee 
Sergio Mendez Arceo 
Margarito Montes Parra 
Rogelio Naranjo, Thelma Nava 
Nicolas Olivos Cuellar 
Angel Olivo Solis 
Sergio Olhovich 

Leonel Posadas 

Ernesto Mejia Sanchez 
Adolfo Aguilar Zinser 
Pedro Penaloza 

Cristina Pacheco 

Jose Emilio Pacheco 
Luis Prieto 

Gilberto Parra 

Evaristo Perez Arreola 
Elena Poniatowska 
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Salvador Ramos, Antonio Rodriguez 
Rodolfo Reyes 

Roberto Rodriguez Banos 
Jose Romano 

Fanny Ravel 

Samuel Ruiz 

Samuel Ruiz Mora 
Arturo Romo 

Xavier Robles 

Jose Carlos Ruiz 

Jorge Saltijeral Oaxaca 
Vicente Silva 

Jesus Silva Herzog 
Federico Silva 

Raquel Tibol 

Demetrio Vallejo 

Elena Vasquez Gomez 
Alfonso Velez Pliego 
Arturo Whaley 

Carlos Zapata Vela 


For the Working Commission: 


Mexican Committee of Solidarity Wiih the 


Guatemalan People 


Tania Alvarez Carin 
Lamberto Gar. ia Zapata 
Carlos Marcinez de la Torre 


Mexican Movement for Peace 
Horacio Labastida 


Manuel Terrazas 
Eduardo Valle 


Adhering to the principle of solidarity 


expressed in this appeal 


Hortensia Bussi widow of Allende 
Susy Castor 

Adolfo Gilly 

Gerard Pier Charles 

Alejandro Witker 


In charge: Eduardo Valle 
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COUNTRY SECTION MEXICO 


DISCUSSION ON CUERNAVACA BISHOP MENDEZ ARCEO 
Response to Apostolic Delegate 
Mexico City PROCESO in Spanish 2 Aug 82 pp 6-9 


[Article by Carlos Fazio: "Out of Line To Censure Mendez Arceo for Giving the 
Poor a Voice"] 


[Text] "Is the bishop of Cuernavaca out of tune with the choir? Is he one of 
those dissonant voices of the Church? Father Sergio does not blindly follow 
the ecclesiastical teachings, any more than bishops have done throughout the 
history of the Church. He tries to apply them to the circumstances in a crea- 
tive way, to achieve a historical and circumstantial application of the Gospel. 
If this is singing out of tune, then it is not a negative thing." 


Baltasar Lopez, chaplain of the Tlaltenango sanctuary and in charge of social 
communications media for the Diocese of Cuernavaca, offers these comments on 
statements made by apostolic delegate Jeronimo Prigione on 16 July to the 
effect that Monsignor Sergio Mendez Arceo "has never been able to say that 

he speaks on behalf of the Church because in order to do so, one must be in 
harmony with local authorities and the Pope." On that occasion, Prigione re- 
ferred to the resignation of the bishop of Cuernavaca, calling him "one of 
those voices out of tune with the choir." 


Father Baltasar, who tries to distinguish between what Prigione actually said 
and the interpretation of what he said, nevertheless observes: "If that state- 
ment is accurate, then it is absolute and one could conclude that for 30 years 
of his episcopal service, Father Sergio has 'never' spoken on behalf of the 
Church. 


"We know that Father Sergio is interested in the Church's teachings and that 
he spreads them: papal encyclicals such as Marialis Cultus, Pacem in Terris, 
Octogessima Adveniens, Laborem Excercens, documents such as the ones from 
Medellin and Puebla, episcopal documents. But he also enriches them as part of 
his episcopal mission, in a spirit of creativity and constructive criticism." 


The interview takes place in the Cuernavaca Cathedral. Baltasar is accompan- 
ied by the rector of the conciliar seminary of the diocese, Angel Sanchez, 
Sister Dolores Diez de Sollano and Hugo Carvajal, layman from the Christian 
communities based in Zacatepec. 
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Baltasar Lopez says: ''The Church's teachings are not monolithic. They grad- 
ually emerge from the testimony of faith of the people of God living his Gospel, 
from the theologians and ministers of the Church committed to the search for 
Christ in the circumstances of man today. It is true that the local bishop 

is not the Church, but he is the voice of the Church. Otherwise, he would not 
be in the Church. As the bishop in residence in communion with the Pope and 
his brothers in the episcopacy, it would be absurd for him to be ‘outside’ 

of the Church. If the phrase is that of the apostolic delegate, it is theo- 
logically dissonant." 


Sister Dolores, who has been in the diocese 20 years and who is devoted to her 
vocation and to others, then speaks: "When I read the words of Monsignor Pri- 
gione, I was very sad and at the same time, I became afraid. I knew of the 
apostolic delegate's fondness: for. dialogue, but now I wonder: If he treats 
our pastor in that way, how will he treat his flock? The choir of the Church 
is large enough to include all voices in beauty and harmony. I am surprised 
that reference would be made to a small Church in which there would not be a 
place for all notes, especially that of Father Sergio, which has been a note 
of respect and total devoted surrender to the Church always! Father Sergio 
loves the Church with a great and critical heart, but there is no true love 
without criticism. What is wrong with Monsignor Prigione that he cannot see 
the greatness of the work of Father Sergio in the diocese?" 


For Angel Sanchez, 12ctor of the Seminary and parish priest of Maria Auxilie- 
dora de los Pobres in Chapitlan, the pronouncements of Prigione point toward 
repression of the Cuernavaca Church. He asks: "If this is said of an old 
bishop who has served the Church as a pastor for: over 3° vears, what can we 
priests and laymen who have accompanied our bishop ali this time expect? 
Furthermore, the apostolic delegate's statement cannot be theologically 
demonstrated with sound arguments. Is the participation of our bishop in 

the Second Vatican Council not a well-known and appreciated fact? Further- 
more, one has but to read or know a little of Medellin and Puebla to discover 
how they express the pastoral line followed by Father Sergio. These are two 
ecclesiastical events of a universal and, on a more local basis, Latin American 
level. In other words, in stating that the bishop of Cuernavaca has not been 
"in harmony’ with the Church, he fails to take all this into consideration." 


He emphatically adds: "The statement by the apostolic. delegate is misleading 
because it seems to go against the bishop and the diocese. Even if that was 
not his intention, it seems contrary and a statement presented in that manner 
is misleading. 


"Prigione said that for many years, there had Been concern in the Church over 
"the open relationship of the bishop of Cuernavaca with trade unions of the 
far left.' What do you say to that? Is that concern justified? 


"The delegate's opinion is not gratuitous," Baltasar Lopez answers, "because 
he is a bishop very committed to the deprived and those persecuted because 
of their struggle for demands. It has been said that he is a voice’in the 
midst of silence, but it is a voice accompanied by action and commitment, a 
voice that has given rise to contradiction, solitude and sacrifice. He is 
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alone because of his radical positions in favor of the poor, because he has 
followed that position to the logical consequences, including those who do not 
now have a voice and accompanying them in their painful process: That is why 
he seems to be out of tune, like Helder Camara, Casaldaliga or Fragoso in 
Brazil, Proano in Ecuador, Monsignor Romero in Central America." 


Hugo Carvajal adds: "The 'accusation' that Father Sergio accompanies the work- 
ers is true. The bishop himself has said: ‘I cannot be on both sides at once. 
I am with the oppressed and as a matter of principle, my word and my action 
have to be with them. '" 


In response to the fact that some conservative commentators have already begun 
to count the minutes and even the seconds until the resignation of Mendez 
Arceo (who will be 75 in October, the maximum age for a bishop), the leader 

of the Christian communities based in Zacatepec says: 


"Father Sergio's commitment is based on the authenticity of the Gospel, an 
attempt to be faithful to the message of the good news. That is why he is 
attacked and why they try to isolate him. That attack is the consequence of 
the authenticity of the bishop. Father Sergio once said: 'I am a pastor who 
wants to move forward, not a mule driver trying to go back." That phrase 

sums up the importance of his work in the diocese. He has not created a 
dependency of the poor people on him, but rather, has accompanied those people 
in their search for paths and approaches. Today, thanks to the charisma of 
the bishop, the people themselves are forging:their own way. Basically, that 
is what his detractors cannot forgive him for. 


"In September 1981, Father Sergio had publicly announced in an interview his 
intention to resign in October of this year. Monsignor Prigione now seems to 
confirm the bishop's will. The words of Prigione can be interpreted as a 
fact that the resignation will be accepted, even though there are examples, 
even in Mexico, of bishops whose terms were extended. How is it done?" 


Baltasar Lopez answers: ."The resignation is voluntary and is made as a ser- 
vice to the Church, but it is only up to the Pope whether or not to accept it. 
The apostolic delegate, as the representative of the Holy See with the Mexican 
bishops, only has a pastoral mission, but he cannot make the decisions of 

Pope John Paul II, who is the only authority to judge Father Sergio as the 
local bishop in residence. Furthermore, we would like to see an attitude of 
dialogue on the part of the apostolic delegate. We would like to see in 
Monsignor Prigione the pastor who wants to understand our Christian process 
and not the judge coming to punish us merely because he has an adverse opinion 
of our bishop." , 


Mendez Arceo Called 'Prophet' 
Mexico City PROCESO in Spanish 2 Aug 82 pp 6-7 
[Article by Carlos Fazio] 


[Text] For years, Sergio Mendez-Arceo has been the "black sheep" of the 
Mexican episcopacy. 
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His voluminous file shows that he confronted conservative factions at the 
Second Vatican Council, met with Masons, spoke with atheists, maintained. 
relations with Protestants, opposed the condemnation of the Jews and was 
Siqueiros' friend. _He introduced psychoanalysis into his diocese through 

Prior Gregorio Lemercier and permitted the work of the Intercultural Documenta- 
tion Center (CIDOC), founded by Monsignor Ivan Illich. He was a vanguard in 
the renovation of his local church and the liturgy within the social context of 
the traditional, conservative Catholicism we have in Mexico. He was a theore- 
tical supporter of a dialogue between Christians and Marxists and put his be- 
liefs into practice. He became a friend of Fidel Castro and Tomas Borge and 
supported revolutionary processed in Central America. 


Apostolic delegate Jeronimo Prigione described him as "one of the voices out 
of tune with the choir." He said that Mendez Arceo is “not in harmony" with 
"local authorities" and the Pope. But what do some of his brothers say about 
the faith of that bishop, to whom Pope John 23rd said: "Form your own con- 
science and then proceed. That is what I have done all my life."? 


Genaro Alamilla, auxiliary bishop of Cardinal Ernesto Corripio and secretary 
general of the Mexican Episcopal Conference, a man known for his "harmony" 
with Vatican officials, visited Cuernavaca on 4 July and celebrated the Sunday 
mass with Father Sergio. From his speech, published by the local weekly 
CORREO DEL SUR, we have taken the following quotes: 


"T wish to thank Father Sergio, a brother and a friend, for the opportunity 
he has given me to say a few words to this Christian community of the Church 


of Cuernavaca. When I read Ezekiel, I think about how «: iuous,, how hard, 
how difficult it is to be a prophet. I also think -- and I now confess 
this in front of Father Sergio -- how difficult and hard it must have been 


for him to be a prophet in a capitalist human community full of economic, 
political, consumer, materialist power. In the midst of such a society, 
Father Sergio has to be and has been a prophet. And the condition of the 
prophet is that he is never heard, never properly interpreted. His words 

are twisted and no one agrees with him because of the pluralism in which we 
truly live. This cannot fail to be somewhat painful for the prophet, but 
Father Sergio also has to relish and savor the fact that his word is the Word 
of God and that he has assimilated it, reflected upon it and lived it because 
the Lord has meant it to be so: He is a prophet in the midst of a people 
both for and against. But that is also the glory of the prophet. 


"Tl was also very happy that Father Sergio should go through this situation. 
How good for him! Otherwise, I do not believe he would be an authentic pro- 
phet and that he would always be waiting for complete acceptance and applause. 
But I think this: How happy are the people, the Church, the community of 
Cuernavaca to have had and to have such a prophet. And I tell you this: 

Truly it is not easy to find one; it is not an easy thin,. It takes work be- 
cause it is so difficult to be a real prophet that they are not found just. 
anywhere. May Father Sergio continue with this hard, heavy mission with 
simplicity and humbleness, as Pablo de Tarso said. That is where his strength 
lies. And if the people did not always listen to Jesus and abandoned him, 
then what can we expect of ourselves? Our fate is no better than that of 














Jesus. Thus, I congratulate you, my brothers, and I can say to Father Sergio 
that I recognize that he has fulfilled his duty as a prophet." 


Manuel Talamas, bishop of Ciudad Juarez and chairman of the Social Communica- 
tions Commission of the Episcopacy, said about the statements by delegate 
Prigione that both Mendez Arceo and he "are involved in the most conflictive 
aspects of reality and make human and Christian judgments that do not always 
coincide with the opinions of other bishops." He added: "Mendez Arceo is 

a good man who, because of his own convictions, sees things. from a different 
viewpoint -- which I personally like -- making it possible to have within the 
hierarchy of the Church many views that enrich our positions and enable us 

to have a better focus for pronouncements." 


On 30 April, when Father Sergio completed three decades as bishop of Cuerna- 
vaca, many Mexican and Latin American prelates came to his diocese to express 
support for his work as a pastor. 


Arturo Lona, bishop of Tehuantepec, speaking during the mass, used as his 
theme the slogan crowning the work done by Father Sergio in Cuernavaca: 
Caritas Christi (the love of Christ), and said that that love explained the 
wisdom of Mendez Arceo in the practical and theoretical dialogue between 
faith and the meditations of the world at present and the social sciences, 
between faith and ideologies. He said: "You, Sergio, have not yet seen the 
fruits of your labor and will not see it. And for that I give thanks to God 
because thus, you will not become proud." 


Monsignor Leonidas Proano, bishop of Riobamba, Ecuador -- another dissonant 
voice? -- said: "I say that Cuernavaca has for years been fulfilling its 
prophetic Christian mission in the continental and world sphere. Led by 
their bishop, the people of Cuernavaca are a prophetic people who see the 
values of the Kingdom of God, who denounce anything that goes against it and 
who positively build that kingdom. May Father Sergio be the prophet, the 
spokesman of that prophetic Church of Cuernavaca for many years to come, 

for Mexico, the continent and the world." | 


And Pedro Casaldaliga, the persecuted bishop of Crateus in the Brazilian Mato 
Grosso, was present through a letter in which he said: "The ‘Holy Fathers' 

did not die out 15 centuries ago. You, Sergio, our older brother, have been 

a clear-sighted leader in this half century of repression and murder, struggles 
and hopes, which may well be the dawn of a better America. You have been able 
to open up a dialogue between the faith of our fathers -- colonized but be- 
lieving, believing and oppressed -- and the restless history being forged by 
their sons. If you had not spoken, we would not have had that clear and 
distinct voice bringing the good news. The absolute solidarity you have always 
demonstrated toward your brother bishops put to the test and with their per- 
secuted churches, and the courageous .ucidity with which you have blessed and 
counseled the revolutionary banners of our peoples seeking liberation require 
me, brother Sergio, to express to you the testimony of a grateful, total 
solidarity on behalf of myself, on behalf of my church, on behalf of this 
nation of Indians and workers." 
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Bishop Quoted 
Mexico City PROCESO in Spanish 2 Aug 82 pp 8-9 


[Text] The center of controversy and hub of ecclesiastic contradiction for 
practicing a Christianity marked by the sign of the times, Sergio Mendez 
Arceo, a precursor and prophet for his followers, an anti-Christ for his 
detractors, has for 50 years been a pastor in the eye of the hurricane. 


The Liturgical reform that began in his diocese of Cuernavaca 5 years before 
the Council; the introduction of psychoanalysis into the Benedictine Abbey 
of Santa Maria de la Resurreccion by Gregorio Lemercier with the bishop's 
support, which would bring them into a confrontation with the inquisitional 
severity of the Holy Office; the revolution of Ivan Illich through his 
Intercultural Documentation Center (CIDOC), which fell on the Church like a 
bomb, bringing him before the Inquisition like Lemercier, all look like 
remote stages in the long pilgrimage of Mendez Arceo. 


In the years that followed, social affairs and the dialogue between Marxists 
and Christians would occupy a large part of his pronouncements and on some 
occasions, would be a cause of the pastor's "crisis" with his brothers in 
faith. 


On 2 October 1969, Father Sergio held a mass at the Cuernavaca Cathedral to 
"discover the meaning" of the event in Tlatelolco a year before, an event 
which, "by virtue of its magnitude in grief and bloodshed, should not go 
unnoticed or be forgotten."" He said at that time: 


"This celebration for our brothers who died on 2 October is one of solidarity 
and love among all Mexicans because we are all represented in such a singular 
event.... The far-reaching events of Tlatelolco, the climax of a series of 
national happenings, should not escape the mature reflections of Mexican 
Christians, as the press today has inexplicably done, instead of contributing 
to the integral development of our nation, with the calm consideration and 
accurate analysis of our inconcealable circumstances.... We are going down, 
my brothers, with the risk of any concrete announcement in the manner of the 
risk of the Lord. The cult of economic power, oppressive, disillusioning, 
inhumane, has taken the form of a system of production, consumption, accumula- 
tion, unlimited ownership -- that is, of capitalism, in any of its forms -- 
which 'Populorum Progressio' described as a ‘harmful system, the cause of much 
unjust suffering.' That is the root of much dissatisfaction.... The Bible 
contains the irremissible condemnation of the violence of oppressors and en- 
courages the violence of the oppressed.... The choice between the violence of 
the oppressors and that of the oppressed is imposed upon us and to fail to 
choose the struggle of the oppressed is to cooperate with the violence of the 
oppressors." 


On 17 October 1971, Father Sergio referred in his sermon to the industrializa- 
tion in Morelos, denounced the blacklists, demanded justice for wage earners 
and attacked the coarse leaders. After reviewing the most recent worker con- 
flicts in his diocese, he said: 














"Let us answer sincerely: How many of these conflicts have been resolved in 
favor of the workers? Many of them are already losing all confidence in the 
effectiveness of labor law because of the thousand and one maneuvers used to 
avoid obeying it or, at best, because of the years it takes to solve their 
problems. The future may shape up as one of great oppression and conformity 
or as a sterile, harmful struggle." And with respect to the worker blacklists, 
he said: "They were drawn up by a group of bosses with the full cooperation 
of certain leaders. This is a situation of scandalous seriousness." Concern- 
ing the industrialization: "To try to attract investors through silence im- 
posed on the workers is unjust and not very intelligent. It is injust because 
the workers have no reason to pay the price of an industrialization which, 
under the current system, will serve to make a handful of individuals very 
rich. It is not very intelligent because tranquillity based on oppression or 
ignorance is not real peace, nor will it last." 


In July 1970, before the students of the University of Puebla, he took up the 
theme of socialism, saying: "Only socialism can give Latin America the possi- 
bility of true development. I do not know what kind of socialism, but it is 
in the line of socialism that we must look. For my part, I believe it should 
be democratic socialism." 


On 9 March 1978, the pronouncements on socialism and Marxism by the bishop of 
Cuernavaca caused the presiding council of the Mexican episcopacy to issue 

a public statement discrediting Mendez Arceo. Two texts were used as the basis 
for the condemnation: "Christian Reflection on Cuba," signed by Father Sergio, 
Ernesto Cardenal and Alfonso Comin, and the sermon of 19 February of this year, 
in which the bishop, in commenting on the book by Porfirio Miranda, "El Cris- 
tianismo de Marx," stated that it would "unblock many Marxist and Christian 
minds." 


From "Christian Reflection on Cuba," we quote: "The socialist revolutions 
being carried out throughout the world now constitute the great challenge fac- 
ing the contemporary Church. In Latin America, that challenge is decisive: 
Whatever the response of Christians, the revolutionary process will follow 
one course or another and, at the same time, the meaning of the Word will or 
will not fulfill the role assigned to it by Jesus.... We follow the words of 
Maj Fidel Castro: ‘The alliance between Christianity and revolution must be 
strategic." In this context, relations between Marxists, as a revolutionary 
theory, and Christianity, as a message of universal liberation proclaimed 

20 centuries ago by Jesus of Nazareth, root of authentic Christian faith, hope 
and love, can be developed under better conditions.... Let us recall the firm 
and lucid word of the archbishop of Ho Chi Minh City to the bishops meeting 

in Rome at the last Synod (October 1977): If the Church at one time used 
Aristotelian thought as a vehicle of the Gospel message, today we must turn 

to Marxist discourse for preaching the Gospel and catechism." 


On 12 July 1981, after participating in Alfonso Comin Days here in Mexico, 
Father Sergio said in his sermon: "I went to tell them why, as a bishop, I 

am not a Marxist or a communist. But neither am I an amti-Marxist or an anti- 
communist. I am an anti-imperialist because capitalism is inherently anti- 
Christian, while Marxism, communism and socialism are not in themselves 
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anti-Christian. They would have to be distorted, to deny themselves, in 
order to be anti-Christian.'"' Two days before, he said at the Comin seminar: 
"An authentic Christian can be a Marxist and an authentic communist. What is 
more, Marxism and the Marxist criticism of religion have helped free concrete 
historic Christianity of the bourgeois ideology and all its alienations." 


On 9 May 1982, in commenting in his sermon on two episcopal documents: "Living 
the Political Commitment in a Christian Way" (by the Southern Pacific bishops) 
and "Christians for a Marxist Party?" (by Cardinal Corripio Ahumada and his 
eight assistant bishops), Mendez Arceo took a side entrance into the contro- 
versy that arose as the 4 July elections approached. He said: "I believe that 
according to the political platforms, one can vote for a Marxist party and 

that furthermore, in the dialectical variety of Marxist thought, one can be a 
Catholic faithful to Jesus Christ and Marxism." 
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COUNTRY SECTION NICARAGUA 


'LA PRENSA'S'CHAMORRO ON CLASHES WITH HONDURAS 
Tegucigalpa LA TRIBUNA in Spanish 3 Aug 82 p 3 


{Report on interview with LA PRENSA editor Pedro Joaquin Chamorro, by Rene 
Cantarero] 


[Text] Pedro Joaquin Chamorro, editor of the Nicaraguan news- 
paper LA PRENSA, told LA TRIBUNA that the most recent friction 
along the border between his country and Honduras "endangers 

the stability of Central America, and, at the same time, terror- 
ists acts could involve the entire region in a civil war." 


Chamorro--son of the murdered Nicaraguan journalist of the same name, whose 
death set off the civil war in Nicaragua that led to Anastasio Somoza's fall-- 
said, when interviewed in Panama, "The political situation in Central America 
borders on civil war, which some politicians have termed a probable Vietnamiza- 
tion of the crisis, especially because of what is happening in El Salvador and 
Nicaragua." 


Honduras and Costa Rica: the Most Serious 


He said, "Other politicians view this as an East-West confrontation centered in 
El Salvador and Nicaragua. But what is serious about the matter is that other 
countries, such as Honduras and Costa Rica, that had not had problems with ter- 
rorism now have them." 


The journalist, who is the brother of Carlos Fernando Chamorro, editor of the 
Sandinist National Liberation Front's (FSLN) official newspaper, BARRICADA, 
noted, "The explosion that destroyed the SAHSA [Honduran Air Services, Inc.] 
office in Costa Rica caused considerable alarm in a population accustomed to 
living in peace." 


He also remarked that "the blowing-up of power plants in Honduras had a worrisome 
effect, for this indicates that the terrorists are prepared to destroy the infra- 
structure to attain their objectives." 


"In our newspaper, we've always condemned terrorism, whether by the right or the 
left, for just as we have censured the blowing-up of bridges and power stations 
in El Salvador, we have also condemned the actions of right-wing Somozists in 

Nicaragua, 


Chamorro said. 

















Terrorism and Civil War 


"We are very concerned about the unprecedented criminal act in which there was an 
attempt to blow up the fuel storage tanks in Corinto. It was done by an unknown 
airplane which fired a couple of rockets. If it had hit the target, many towns- 
people would have been killed, and Nicaragua would have been bankrupted because 
of paralysis due to lack of fuel," Chamorro stated. 


"We view all these acts with deep concern because it could involve the region in 
a civil war, which both the right and the left expect. The most recent confron- 
tations along the Honduran border are very dangerous to Central American stabili- 
ty," he said. 


Call 


In view of the situation described, Chamorro issued a "fervent call to all the 
Central American countries to respect freedom of information, which helps to pro- 
tect other freedoms." He asked their citizens "to fight within their countries to 
insure that there will never be a totalitarian government of the right or the 
left, for, although dictatorships have been traditional in this region, they are 
condemned to disappear." 


"They are condemned to disappear," he said, “because they have constituted a 
backward system. As a result, the countries have to evolve toward a democratic 
system of government, such as those in Costa Rica and Honduras." 


He extended his message to Nicaragua, where people s'‘iould fight for the establish- 
ment of a democratic, openly pluralistic regime that guarantees freedom of the 


press. 
Censorship 


Chamorro said that LA PRENSA is subject to daily censorship by the Sandinist 
government, which does not allow publication of communiques from political parties, 
the Council of State itself, or even the Church. 


"One day we tried to publish a photograph of an elephant skiing, but the Informa- 
tion Office censored it, saying it was a distractionthat went against the revo- 
lutionary process," he said to illustrate his point. 


Despite the censorship LA PRENSA experiences, Chamorro said that the newspaper 
survives on its widespread sale in Nicaragua and the few ads bought by private 
enterprise. 
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COUNTRY SECTION NICARAGUA 


FORMER GUERRILLA DISCUSSES BREAK WITH SANDINISTS 
San Jose LA NACION in Spanish 25 Jul 82 pp 1C, 2C 
[Article by Manuel Fernandez Cuesta] 


[Text] She is an Indian and a guerrilla through and through. An expert on 
weapons and contact bombs, a teacher of warfare to guerrillas, a friend of Eden 
Pastora and Hugo Spadafora, she has three children and a mortar fragment in her 
left leg. 


This could be the calling card of Reineris Suazo Carvajal, known in Nicaragua as 
"Monimbo," one of the most popular guerrillas on the Southern Front during the 
days of the Sandinist Revolution. 


"I entered Managua on 20 July 1979 with the victors, almost like a crowd, but in 
contrast with what happened shortly after that, I went home and went on with my 
life, with the usual poverty, with my children and my Indian family, and with a 
clear conscience for having done my duty. I received no gifts, nora car,nora 
new house. I didn't need them. I had taken part in the war for 18 straight 
months beside men and women who risked their lives for an ideal, not to get posi- 
tions of power, or great mansions, or money, or servants. I'd never had them 
before. .. " 


A few months after the Sandinist victory, "Monimbo" left her border-guard's post 
"to devote myself to caring for my children." 


In August of last year, the Sandinists accused her of taking part in a conspiracy, 
and as a result she was arrested. After that experience, at the beginning of 
this year, she left Nicaragua and has been staying in Costa Rica for several weeks. 


"Monimbo" is a young woman. She is 23. She knows life, especially the dark side. 
"War is not a children's game. You have to wake up, when you can sleep, thinking 
that particular day may be your last. What happened to us at the front is that 
beside men like Eden Pastora and many others of that same type, each morning was 
a new step toward a free Nicaragua." 


Change in Direction 


"A few months after winning the last battle in Rivas, where we arrived with 
Pastora," she went on, "the commanders of the Revolution began to change direction. 


130 














They delivered themselves into the hands of Cuba and the Soviet Union, and what 
had been a pure, Sandinist, idealistic, anti-imperialist revolution, what had 
been a war to get Anastasio Somoza and his group out of the way became a life of 
luxury, of ostentation, in expensive cars and mansions, all of them for that 
Junta of Government group, the ones who had never been seen holding a weapon. 


"And, as before, I rebelled, and with a group of genuine patriots began what they 
came to call 'the spray[-paint] conspiracy'; that is, first, in my neighborhood, 
and then later throughout the area and the entire country, signs began to appear 
in which we asked for Pastora's return, his immediate return, to set right the 
derangement that had taken over the Ortega brothers (Daniel and Humberto), Tomas 
Borge, Rafael Cordoba Rivas, and other government officials. 


"I was arrested for that. I almost had to give birth to my son Hugo Eden in jail, 
the son I gave that name in memory of Pastora and Spadafora, two rare idealists, 
with genuine beliefs. I was in Chipiote for over a week, suffering daily psycho- 
logical torture, getting threats that I was going to die ‘in an hour.' I then 

had to have a cesarean section lasting nearly 4 hours as a result of the treat- 
ment, whereas Jaime Wheelock's son was born in a clinic in the United States and 
has a guard when he goes outdoors. My son was born nervous because of the treat- 
ment I received in jail." 


Principles 


"I started reading Sandino, the nationalist, in secondary school. His ideas took 
hold in me. They were like a second skin. And becaus { those thoughts Monimbo, 
the neiqhborhood located 29 kilometers from Manague, was the first to take uy 


arms against Somoza. I left my children Leslie Moria and Elvis Jose with my 
parents there in order to follow those who were going to fight for Nicaragua's 
freedom. I met Pastora before the war, before the coup at the National Palace-- 
August 1978--and understood that the future lay in his personality and patriotism. 
I followed him to the Southern Front and traveled with him from the San Juan 

River border to Rivas, passing through Sapoa, Cardenas, La Virgen, and the 
Atlantic region, in San Carlos, La Concepcion, and Castillo; and I fought against 
my country's oppressors to leave my children a noble legacy, free of influence 

by foreign powers." 

, peaking of Eden Pastora. 


"He was always my commander," "Monimbo" insisted 


» & 
"There was never another sort of relationship. The same is true for Hugo Spada- 
fora. I loved him and still love him as a father. A week after the Revolution 
ended, he took his men and went to Panama. He wanted no gifts, or money, or 
anything . . 
Fidel Cestro Rules 
Asked whether she regrets her participation in the armed struggle and whether she 
would do it again if necessary, she answered, "I don't even wonder. I'm a genuine 
Sandinist, but a true Sandinist, not a ‘sellout' like those who were running m 


country. I say “were running" because now the one who 
Castro, along with all his ‘advisers,' which is the w 
disguise the foreigners who come to run things. Go to Bluefields and you'll see 
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that I'm not lying to you. That's no-man's-land, where there's fighting right 


now You'll see the slanting eyes, but they don't belong to Miskito, Sumo, or 
Rama I %, but to Koreans. And the accent isn't Nicaraguan, but Cuban; for- 
eign av. ..s, from any country, mercenaries paid with money from other countries. 


(A full line appears to be missing] They're Indians like me, belonging to the 
Organization Misurasata, accused of being separatists because they want to be 
themselves, with their own customs, their council of elders, their headmen, as 
they've been for whole generations, without oppression, without having to adhere 
to the religion that the commanders favor. As a result, they rebel with what 
they have: arrows, spears, darts, anda Single .22 caliber rifle. Those Indians 
don't want to be walked on by Cubans, filibusters, or any type of ‘adviser' 
coming from outside. 


"I rebelled against 'the Novena and Company'--as many people call the group of 
nine commanders on the executive council of the Sandinist Front--6 months after 
the war was won, in July 1979 . . . when everything had already changed in Nica- 
ragua and the things for which we had criticized Somozaand his people were now 
the 'virtues' of the Ortega brothers and their comrades. The Indian is a natural 
rebel." 


Little for Pastora 


The guerrilla was asked if she thought the post of vice minister of the interior 
given to Pastora after the war was an adequate reward for his work in the cam- 
paign that ended in 1979. 


"Not at all. Eden deserved a more prominent position. At least one on the Junta 
of the Government. You shouldn't forget that although his field of operations was 
the Southern Front, he was appointed head of the entire Sandinist army. In the 
end, perhaps because of jealousy, they only gave him the job of vice minister of 
the interior. Of course, that's the least of it. All of Nicaragua--I'm speaking 
of the oppressed people--is still thinking about Eden Pastora, about the 'chief' 
who was able to win the war." 


Imperialism 





Concerning the present government, she said, "To talk about the Nicaraguan regime, 
you have to begin by saying that the commanders criticize U.S. imperialism without 
thinking that they have given themselves over to Cuban and Russian imperialism. 

If Sandino were alive, he'd consider the Russians and Cubans to be oppressors and 
imperialists; that is, men who take advantage of the rest and exploit them. Just 
a few weeks ago, 2,500 'advisers' entered Nicaragua disguised as laborers who are 
to work on the reconstruction of bridges and highways. That's a lie. In Nicara- 
jua there 1s over 35 percent unemployment. It's simply imperialist occupation. 

In my country, they don't permit freecom of the press, of expression, or religion. 
Anything that isn't ‘of the people" or the commanders is pernicious, subversive, 
anti-Sandinist, when actually the ‘anti's' are that group of commanders who gave 
way the country, forgetting Cesar Augusto Sandino's original idea, for which we 
fought against Somoza. In my country, there is no genuine people's law, and so 
Daniel Ortega is following Eden Pastora's trail, visiting almost the same coun- 
tries, to erase the image of the 'chief' and to refute Pastora's words as much as 


he wants. Of course, he can't do it because there's only one man like Pastora." 
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Regarding the possibility that the fighting in Nicaragua's North Atlantic region 
could spread, "Monimbo" explained it thus: 


"Tt's the Indians I spoke of who are sick of living under the Cuban or Soviet 
boot. As a result, they are rebelling and looking for new horizons, despite the 
constant moves dictated by the commandersS' government. They'll excape the present 
regime only by fighting. However, that moment still hasn't arrived. We only want 
to denounce the treason. However, we want the revolution that we made to be 
channeled into its true line. And that change will not be made by the ‘group of 
nine.' They can't do it any longer because they ceased to be themselves, having 
become spokesmen doing strictly what they are ordered so that they won't lose 
their benefits. How much longer can this situation go on? I don't know. It may 
be weeks, months, years, but the time will come when Nicaragua will be genuinely 
free under the Sandinist flag." 


"With Eden Pastora leading?" she was asked, and "Monimbo" thought only briefly. 
Her answer was quick and clear: 


"Pastora and all those of us who followed him will do what is necessary, even 

give our lives, to make that country the land we want. We'll wait patiently. 

How many years did the Somozas run Nicaragua? Many, to a single individual; but 
it was nothing to the life of the country, which is what matters. Moreover, ‘hose 
who truly believe in what they're doing hold on to their opinion above all. ‘ihe 
wait, for the true sons of Sandino, will not tarnish the ideal." 


Nicaragua Today 


Everyone can figure out what life in Nicaragua is like after what I've said. 


By telling you that Monsigncr Miguel Obando y Bravo's sermons in church are going 
to be banned, I'm saying it all. And in daily life, there's general rationing, 
though not in the sense that there's a scarcity of food. 


"There is food, but you don't always arrive in time to be able to buy it. They 


have everything, for if they don't have it in the country, they ask 'friendly' 
‘countries for it, always in exchange for that servile submission I spoke of. 
Everything is 'rationed,' 'scarce,' and even the air is rarified. What a dif- 
fer from the air we breathed in the forest at Sapoa, at La Virgen, at Rivas, 
1t San Carlos, where brotherhood and comradeship, our rifles on our shoulders, 
were the common denominator of our lives!" 














COUNTRY SECTION 


OPRON ORGAN COMES OUT AGAINST INDEPENDENCE PROPOSAL 


Bridgetown ADVOCATE=NEWS in English 16 Aug 82 p 3 


[Text] 


BASSETERRE, St. Kitts, 
Sunday, (CANA) — A monthly 
newspaper published here by 
a group known as the 
Organisation of Progressive 
N.tionals (OPRON) _ has 
criticised the St. Kitts-Nevis 
government's independence 
A gee outlined in a White 

aper tabled in Parliament 
two weeks ago. 

The ‘‘Opron Star’’ attacked 
the plan by the government to 
give Nevis a larger measure 
of autonomy in a unitary 
federation of St. Christopher 
and Nevis. 

“As far as we can gather 
from the document, Nevis will 
have her own House of 
Assembly. So Nevisian 
politicians are going to get a 
promotion,” the paper said. 

‘It will have no more local 
council with limited powers 
but a House of Assembly with 
powers which are beyond the 
reach of any St. Kitts 

olitician, be he Prime 
Minister or back bencher. 
_**Also Nevis will have 


another promotion — more 
seats in the Acsembly which 


will meet in St. Kitts,’”’ the 
paper said. 

e Government, made u 
of the St. Kitts-based People’s 
Action Movement (PAM) and 
the Nevis Reformation Party 
(NRP) proposes to add 
another seat to the legislature 
here for the next general 
election. 

The move means \evis will 
have three seats, against the 
seven allocated to St. Kitts. 


The Opron Star adds: 
“Nevis will be enjoying the 
world of Nevis which will 
belong entirely tg Nevisian 
politicians and they will also 
enjoy the world of St. Kitts, 
having a say in the St. Kitts 
House of Assembly, which for 
someone’s convenience will be 
called the National Assem- 
bly.”” 

‘It seems to us that if there 
is going to be a federation of 
St. Kitts and Nevis, then both 
units of the federation should 
have their own national 
assemblies as well as the right 
to be represented in the 
federal arena.” 


ST KITTS = NEVIS 




















COUNTRY SECTION 


OPPOSITION LEADER RUSSELL CRITICIZES CATO BUDGET 


Bridgetown SUNDAY ADVOCATE=NEWS in English 15 Aug 82 p 3 


[Text] 


3025/44 


Kingstown, St. Vincent, 
Saturday (CANA) 
LEA JER of the Opposition in 
St. Vincent and the 
Grenadines, Randolph 
Kussell, has described 
Thursday's $144.8 million 
Budged presented by Prime 
Minister Milton Cato as false 
and unrealistic. 

During the Budget debate in 
Parliament Russell said the 
three per cent traders’ tax 
imposed will result in the 
closure of a number of small 
businesses in the island. 

Mr. Russell said the EC$65 
million allocated to projects of 
a capital nature was nothing 
but ‘‘hope and promise.” 

He said over the years the 
St. Vincent Labour Party 
SVLP) Government of Prime 
Minister Cato had been in the 
habit of padding the capital 
budget when in fact the 
amount proposed was never 
really realised. 
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Mr. Russell was highly 
critical. of the traders tax, 
which is to come into effect 
from September 1. . 

The Opposition Leader said 
the margin of profit now was 
not sufficient to pay a 3 per 
cent out of gross turn-over, 
and that the ta» was far more 
than businesses could make as 
a profit. 

Mr. Russell felt that the tax 
would only serve to encourage 
businessmen to present false 
statements to government on 
their turn over. . 

“Other than that, they will 
be paying out more in that 
three per cent tax than they 
can éver hope to make,’’ he 
added. 

Prime Minister and 
Minister of Finance Cato said 
his government hoped to be 
able to riase some EC$69 
million in revenue from the 
traders’ tax. 

Debate on the Budget is 
-cantinuing here. 


ST VINCENT 











COUNTRY SECTION 


TOBAGO ASSEMBLYMAN HITS FEDERAL GOVERNMENT ACTIONS 


Bridgetown THE NATION in English 9 Aug 82 p 2 


TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO 





[Text] 
THE mood of the population of Tobago right now is ‘that we continue as Trinidad 
and Tobago as a unitary state, as equals or we part in peace.” 

This assessment was given by the leader of Assembly business in the Tobago House of Assembly, 
Hochoy Charles, during 4 brief visit to Barbados, last week. ‘ , 

He aileged that this situation was due to the central government of Trinidad and Tobago — con- 
trolled by the People’s National Movement (PNM) — trying to prevent the Democratic Action Congress- 
controlled Tobago House of Assembly performing its functions. . 

This is so, Charles asserted, because the central government, with all of its resources. is afraid of 
being “shown up” by Tobago which, with limited resources. ig doing much more for the people of 
Tobago, by comparison. |. 

' Chartes said,” however, that ; 
Tobago did not really want to: been achieved and progress 
break away from the unitary made. 
state. It was simply that theyé He’ claimed tfiat since the 
were tired of haggling with George Chambers’ government 
Trinidad over the past two years took office, however, there was a 
and “we cannot continue like complete change in attitude’ 
this.” under the new minister charged 
Tobago’s House of Assembly with the administration of 
was established by an Act of cen- Tobago, Anthony Jacelon. 
tral Parliament in 1980, giving The latest source of irritation 
the sister island a wide range of between the central government 
governmental functions and and the Tobago House ‘s an 
responsibilities. Charles said amendmen} to the Tobago House 
that with the support of two of Assembly Act relating to staff- 
Trinidad ministers, Errol ing for the House. The amend- 
Mahabir and John Donaldson. a ment was passed last Tuesday. 
measure of co-operation had: following a protest walk-out of 
. Parliament by the entire oppost 
~~ gale 
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COUNTRY SECTION 


TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO 


FOUR NEW VESSELS BRING COAST GUARD FLEET TO 12 


Bridgetown ADVOCATE*=NEWS in English 14 Aug 82 p 3 


(Text ] 


CSO: 


3025/442 


PORT-OF-SPAIN Trinidad 
Pb (CANA) — Four new 
vessels, at TT$8 million ($1TT 
= 41 cents US) have been 
edded to the fleet of the 
‘“‘rinidad and Tobago Coast 
Guard, bringing the total tally 
to 12. 

Two of the boats, Caroni and 
Plymouth have already 
arrived and the other two 
Moruga and Galeota, are 
expected in the country today. 

ommander of the Coast 
Guard, Jack Williams said 
that the boats would give the 
operation ‘‘a great range and 
more flexibility to operate.” 

The four diesel-powered 
vessels were built by the W:S. 
Souter and Sons Company of 
England. 

According to Commander 
Williams, the company’s Sales 
Director, Ken Downer, made 
the sales directly to the Coast 
Guard and “no agents were 
involved contrary to earlier 


‘reports.”’ 


Commander Williams said 
the Coast Guard’s manpower 
would be used more sparingly 
because of the size of the 
boats. 
| “One boat requires a seven 
man crew while previously 
one of the larger boats 
required a 27 man crew,” he 
said. 

The boats will be used for 
inshore patrols and anti- 
smuggling missions within 
Trinidad and Tobago’s 12-mile 
sea limit, the Commander 
said. 

The boats are 55 feet long 
and can reach speeds of 28 
knots. According to Com- 
mander Williams they have a 
range of 500 miles at 18 knots. 

He said the boats will be 
christened as part of the Coast 
Guard’s anniversary 
programme on August 27. 

In addition to the 12 vessels, 
the Coast Guard also has a 
Cessna aircraft for its daily 
patrols. 
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COUNTRY SECTION 


TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO 


GOVERNMENT WEIGHS ACTIONS TO ASSIST AILING SUGAR INDUSTRY 


Bridgetown SUNDAY ADVOCATE-NEWS in English 15 Aug 82 p 3 


(Article by Henry Christopher] 


(Text ] 
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PORT-OF-SPAIN. Trinidad. 


Saturday (CANA) — The 
Trinidad and Tobago 
Government is currently 
studying five reports on the 
beleagured sugar industry, 
with a view to formulating a 
new policy ca the sector’s 
future, Agriculture Minister, 
Kamaludin Mohammed, has 
said here. ; 

He told cane farmers that 
the reports under study had al} 
recognised the’ problems 
facing the sugar industry — 
including falling output and 
spiralling losses — but had 
differed in their recom- 
mendations on how to bring 
about a turn-around in the 
existing situation. — 

Trinidad and  Tobago’s 
Sugar industry, — a major 
foreign exchange earner — 
put in very disappointing 
performances over the last 
two years when output. failed 
to reach production targets. 
resulting in heavy losses. 
Some 79 965 tonnes of sugar 
was produced durimg the 1982 
crop, 23 000 tonnes below the 
pre-crop target, according to 
official figures. 


Mr. Mohammed assured 
industry workers that the 
government would be mirdful 
of its responsibility to them in 
mapping out the future role of 
sugar in the economy, and its 
final decision would be in the 
interest of al] concerned 
parties. 
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A report by a government- 
appointed Sugar 
Rationalisation Committee 
has proposed diversification 
within the industry and the 
maximisation of its current 
resources. 

These recommendations 
were accepted by the major 
trade union here a. 
Sugar workers — the A 
Trinidad Sugar and General 
Workers’ Union. They were 
also unanimously approved by 
Parliament in 1978. 


But a team from _ the 
Commonwealth Development 
Division. (CDD) looked at the 
report in the light of the 
realities of the current 
Situation of sugar, and turned 
down most of the committee's 
recommendations. 


Economist Frank tam- 
ersad, chairman of the 
Biggest sugar company here 
— the state-run Caron! 
Limited — suggested in an 
independent report . lo 
restructuring the industry in 
which he mooted the idea that 
Caroni should do away with 
the growing and processing of 
canes, and remain only in the 
milling process. 

This report, among those 
before Cabinet, also called for 
the setting up of family farms 
which would supply Caron 
with canes for its milling 
operations. 


.An analysis by Caroni 
Limited itself was suggested 
to government that it should 
stop producing sugar for the 
export market, and 
downgrade its  grindin 
Capacity to meet just loca 
consumption demand. 

Prime Minister George 
Chambers has in the mean- 
time told cane farmers that 
sugar faces ‘‘an uncertain 
future’’, but he said he was in 
no position to comment on 
government's final plans for 
the industry’s future. 

‘As a result of the changing 
environment, the Government 
is currently giving serious 
consideration to the 
rationalisation of the sugar 
industry and it is likely thai 
some adjustments in cane 
farming may result,’’ the 
Prime Minister said -in a 
message to farmers who were 
ironivally marking the cen- 
‘cuiary of sugar cane growing 
here 











COUNTRY SECTION VENEZUELA 


ECONOMIC SITUATION SPARKS DEVALUATION DISCUSSIONS 
Caracas NUMERO in Spanish 15 Aug 82 pp 10-11 


[Text] The possibility of a change in the rate of exchange 

again has turned up in the discussions which have been absorbing 
Venezuelan public opinion. Since the presumed benefits of this 
measure do not stand up under serious examination, it is necessary 
to conclude that the persons proposing the idea want to influence 
confidence in the country's monetary stability. 


For the second time this year, responding to what seems to be a conditioned re- 
flex to the ill winds blowing on the oil market, the alternative of devaluation 
once again came up on the horizon of possible prescriptions designed to save the 
economy. Once again, likewise, the proposal has been picked up by the press with- 
out any further details as to its scope and characteristics and, what is even 
worse, without any visible standard bearer assuming political responsibility for 
the proposal. 


We thus have arrived at the rather odd paradox where the eagerness of the parties 
and business leaders in dissociating themselves from the unfortunate idea, caused 

a flood of statements (almost unanimously opposed to the idea of devaluation) which 
ended by only concentrating public attention on the subject, along with all kinds 
of speculation and doubts. 


The economic authorities and President Herrera himself found themselves forced to 
respond to what now looks like obvious worry. The finance minister expressed his 
suspicions as to the origin of the debate with an allusion to the electoral nature 
of the rumors. Ugueto, on the other hand, did not want to go far beyond that point 
in his remarks when he was asked to what political organization he attributed these 
intentions; he preferred to dilute his "I accuse" to the mention of "certain groups 
...some of which are linked to political organizations.'"' The response from Go~zalo 
Barrios was even more hermetic. "This topic is off limits," he said, when he was 
asked for his opinion on the matter. And from the ranks of the URD [Democratic 
Republican Union] came the first parli mentary crusader prepared to counter the 
"conspiracy against the bolivar," in other words, Ramon Tenorio Sifontes who pro- 
mised to raise the issue in the Congress. 


The Interests at Stake 
But circumstances on the international financial market, coinciding with this new 


outbreak of speculation about Venezuelan monetary stability, have given rise to 
other conjectures as to the ultimate intention of these rumors. At a moment when 
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interest rates in Western financial centers show a declining trend, it is a 
little less than idle to ask oneself who would benefit by the drop in the con- 
fidence in the bolivar and who could exploit this step to attract voluble 
speculative capital. 


Nor is it difficult to imagine what interest would be served by the deterioration 

of the country's financial image when international banking, eager to increase its 
earnings through the crisis into which it was plunged by its own carelessness, seeks 
to impose exceptionally harsh conditions on Venezuelan requests for loans. 


The Magic Solution 


This situation helps explain one of the most notorious unique aspects of the debate 
on devaluation: The virtual absence of favorable arguments. Only the economist 
Francisco Mieres (who maintains that he has "no contacts in any high circles") 

came up with a reasonable view of the specific benefits that would derive from 
devaluation: Convert the oil dollars into more bolivares to cover the fiscal gap, 
improve the international competiveness of non-petroleum exporting industries, 
alleviate Venezuela's problems within the Andean Pact, serve as a retaining wall 
against imports, and facilitate a rise in basic worker wages. 


Mieres' ideas are interesting not so much because of their originality (since they 
cover the already knovn range of benefits that would theoretically derive from de- 
valuation) but because they express a perception of Venezuelan economic problems 
which justify a more careful analysis. 


It is rather strange, for example, that, after all that nas been said about the 
need for correcting the mistakes in judgment which we can now detect in the spend- 
ing policy of this and earlier administrations, one could present devaluation as 
some kind of valid alternative, capable of extending the fiction of unlimited 
wealth through the simple step of stretching the petrodollars out to close the 
fiscal gap. 


In a similar manner, the decision to devaluate the bolivar would seem destined 

to put an end to the entire additional discussion on the topic of customs duty 
policy since all imports wouid thus become more expensive, both the luxury items 
and those that can be replaced (as pointed out by the devaluation propagandists) 
but also and above all those which reveal inelastic prices because of their 
irreplaceable character. It is necessary to recall on this score that the in- 
dustrial powers, which traditionally have presented themselves as the advocates of 
free trade, have preferred to appeal to the tariff instrument to protect their 
markets during this period of recession. And this is happening because the ad- 
vantages of customs tariff strategy are evident: In contrast to what is happening 
in the case of devaluation, an adjustment of tariffs is a flexible and salutarily 
selective instrument. 


Promotion of Exports 
The proposal to devaluate the bolivar quite suggestively did not manage to seduce 
even its most immediate potential beneficiaries, that is, the exporters who are 


not connected with the petroleum, iron, and aluminum industries. Regulo Campos, 
president of the association representing them, declared that "when there are 
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possibilities of using other incentives, there is no sense in taking extreme 
steps...a policy of supporting the production of nontraditional articles must be 
confined to the framework of policies that would have to be more stable than de- 
valuation." 


The fears expressed by Regulo Campos with respect to the promises of bonanza de- 
riving from a depreciated bolivar are well founded. Although economic analysts 
(especially those in the United States) insistently pointed out that the under- 
valuation of the yen at the time was an effective instrument in Japanese strategy 
for market penetration, it is evident that, in any case, this was a necessary con- 
dition although it was not enough for the materialization of the Japanese boom; 
the idea is that it would have been difficult to sustain that boom without the 
powerful achievements of Japanese industry in the critical area of productivity. 
In Venezuela there is every reason to think that the stimulating effects for non- 
traditional exporting activities would promptly be wiped out by the inflationary 
consequences of devaluation, that is, increase in the cost of imported investment 
items and wage pressures, among other things. 


Improvised Predictions 


It is not really necessary to extend the analysis to the consequences deriving 
from a modification in the rate of exchange to conclude that its benefits, to say 
the least, would be doubtful and ephimeral. We can certainly recall here that 
monetary policy perhaps is the most complex area of economic theory. There are 
very few people in Venezuela who really have a command of this subject and they 
usually turn out to be reluctant to discuss the situation in public. It is how- 
ever an accepted principle that a change in the rate of exchange through devalua- 
tion is a monetary policy instrument whose main objective is to improve the 
balance of payments in a situation of high and persistent deficit. Venezuela is 
not in that situation right now and no expert caught up in the heat of specula- 
tions can say in all seriousness that this critical situation will spring up in 
short-range or medium-range terms. 
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COUNTRY SECTION VENEZUELA 


ALUMINUM INDUSTRY AFFECTED BY LOW PRICES, RECESSION 
Caracas EL UNIVERSAL in Spanish 3 Aug 82 p 12 


[Article by C. R. Chavez: "Severe Decline in Aluminum Prices on International 
Level Hits Venezuelan Industry"] 


[Text] This government enterprise is paying a high price for 

the purchase of its raw materials and is facing a heavy down- 
ward pressure in aluminum export prices. The worldwide recession 
severely hits the aluminum industry and Japan is exploiting this 
situation to put pressure on Venezuela to reduce its prices. 


Although it is true that Venezuela has long-term contracts for the export of 
aluminum to the extent of more than 200,000 tons per year, it is believed that 
the severe deterioration in prices and in the demand it3°'{ for aluminum on the 
international metals market is creating negative situations for the Venezuelan 
aluminum industry which is also beset by other troubles and which probably re- 
quires assistance. 


Markets and Prices 


The factory which is owned by VENALUM [Aluminum Company of Venezuela] as we know 
has an installed capacity sufficient to produce 280,000 tons of aluminum per year 
with a purity of more than 99 percent and it has long-term contracts for export- 
ing the major portion of this output. 


"To this end," says the 1981 VENALUM report, "sales contracts were signed with 
the Japanese partners and with SURAL (a mixed-capital company with 51 percent 
Venezuelan participation) whose most important aspects are as follows: With the 
Japanese partners, the contract lasts 10 years and guarantees the supply of 
160,000 tons per year at the ALCAN price with a 6-percent discount, 99.7 percent 
purity, delivery at six Japanese ports, payment terms 60 days. The contract with 
the SURAL enterprise also runs for 10 years and calls for the supply of 45,000 
tons per year at the same price, plus an additional disc: nt for the delivery of 
liquid metal and payment within 45 days. 


"Tt had been planned to sell the rest on the spot market. But the new administra- 
tion also considered the policy of selling it through contracts involving terms 

of 3-5 years, giving preference to domestic producers so that they may continue 

to win markets abroad, with a stable and competitive price, supported by govern- 
ment policy designed to promote nontraditional exports. 
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Aluminum is a strategic metalwhich is intimately tied to energy and natural re- 
sources which have been discovered and exploited to the greatest extent in the 
developing countries. However, its output is tied to technologies developed by 

a small group of producing enterprises in industrialized countries which maintain 
iron control on a worldwide level. The production costs have gone up rapidly but 
sales prices onthe open market, heavily controlled by the buyers in the developed 
countries (Japan and Europe especially), have dropped in an irrational manner. 


"The long-term sales contracts, which have been Signed with the Japanese partners 
(160,000 metric tons per year) and with SURAL (45,000 metric tons) involved a 
price of $1,645 per ton. The remaining 60,000 metric tons, which VENALUM could 
produce, do not have a market guaranteed by long-term contracts and are planned 
for sale on the spot market." 


The freeze of the economy in the developed countries, due to the petroleum prices, 
caused a severe drop in the demand for aluminum and its price finally was quoted at 
the London Exchange at $1,050 per metric ton in November 1981. VENALUM contracted 
for a large part of the important investments which substantially determine the 
production cost based on the ALCAN price ($1,750 per metric ton). 


The entire current situation shows the tremendous commercial weakness of the enter- 
prise since it is trying to amend not only the long-term sales contract with the 
Japanese partners but also the contract with the SURAL Company regarding the 
fundamental terms of quantity and price. 


The Japanese partners have indicated the following: "We sincerely believe that, in 
view of the serious worldwide depression in the aluminum business, it is necessary 
to make some adjustments concerning both the price and the quantities and we ask 
your tavorable consideration of the petition of the Japanese partners. In order 

to cope with this serious decline on the market, the Japanese aluminum industry has 
reduced its domestic output by 400,000 tons per year. However, the inventory con- 
tinues to rise rapidly and went up from 300,000 tons at the end of June to around 
700,000 tons, including the consumer inventory, by the end of the year. The esti- 
mated losses suffered by the Japanese foundry companies for this year come to 

$260 million." 


"They also indicate that, concerning the resale of ingots purchased from VENALUM, 
they are suffering a very heavy loss due to the very low price on each metric ton 
of aluminum on the market. Therefore, ‘except for the case where we promptly 
arrive at an agreement to adjust the contract price, in accordance with Article 
2./, which allows Japan to reduce the losses it is suffering right now, private 
industry will not be able to continue to receive ingots form VENALUM.' 


"On the other hand, SURAL has completely disregarded the terms of the contract 
since it failed to pay VENALUM for the jieliveries that were made during the first 
four months of this year, thus forcing us to suspend shipments (which in turn in- 
creases our inventory by 300,000 metric tons) and on top of that we had to demand 
the payment of more than 90 million bolivares in court. 


"One of the features of the commercial capacity of VENALUM is that the buyers of 
the metal seem to be able to pressure it to sell them the metal at the price that 
suits them even though this could result in serious losses to the company since 
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VENALUM has a high production cost due to the excessive price it had to pay for 
its raw materials (some of which are as important as alumina itself, a situation 
which was badly negotiated in 1977), along with heavy financial charges, high 
deferred costs connected with the process of starting the plant, involving an 
amount of more than 200 million bolivares, as well as the cost of manpower (which 
is much higher than planned) for the plant's maintenance and operation. 


"All of this," the report concludes dramatically, "places VENALUM in a very fragile 
economic position." 
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COUNTRY SECTION VENEZUELA 


POOR PERFORMANCE IN VARIOUS SECTORS CAUSES CONCERN 
Caracas EL UNIVERSAL in Spanish 3 Aug 82 p 1-12 
[Article by C. R. Ch.: "Unmistakable Signs of Stagnation in Venezuelan Economy" ] 


[Text] Alberto Krygier, president, Association of Executives. 
The combination of various negative situations is darkening 
the panorama for the next several months and adding to the 
magnitude of the challenge facing our capacity to survive. 

The Venezuelan economy has been showing alarming signs of 
stagnation and even regression in some aspects for exactly 

3 years (1979, 1980, and 1981). Agriculture, the manufactur- 
ing industry, construction, commerce, transportation, and 
services in general reveal serious damages that tend to become 
incurable. 


The Venezuelan economy maintaired sustained growth in real terms except over the 
past 4 years, when it apparently remained on the same level, that is to say, it 
has been in a situation of stagnation since the middle of 1978, according to a 
technical study prepared by Dr Alberto Krygier, president of the Venezuelan 
Association of Executives and of the auditing firm of Krygier Morales y 
Asociados. 


Krygier observes that the GNP revealed 3 percent growth in 1971 and 1972 but that 
during the period of 1973 until 1977, marking the start of the petroleum boom, 

it jumped to a growth rate of 6-8 percent per year. Starting in 1978, on the 
basis of a policy of adjustment, stabilization, and slowdown in the economy, that 
rate began to decline and once again wound up at 3 percent in 1978; it remained 
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stationary for the next 3 years. 
"Tf we compare this," says Krygier, "to the population figures, assuming that they 
are correct, and calculating theper-capita. GNP, we get a more preoccupying result 
with a reduction of 2 percent, 4 percent, and 4 percent, respectively, over the 
past 3 years." 


During the last 10 years, the GNP grew 49 percent and the population went up 36 
percent, giving an improvement of only 10 percent in the per-capita GNP. On the 
other hand, during the last 5 years, the GNP went up 11 percent in real terms anc 
the population grew 18 percent, giving us a reduction of 6 percent in real terms 
in the per-capita GNP. 
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This is based on the preliminary figures of the latest population census which are 
considered very low by some people and which are subject to revision. If the 
population figures are wrong by one million inhabitants, in other words, if the 
population in 1982 was 15,600,000 persons, then the 1981 per-capita GNP would be 
Bs. 4,960, in other words, 12 percent less than 5 years ago. 


"In recent years, petroleum activities have had an unfavorable effect on the 
development of the GNP, primarily due to the effects of the situation on the 
world market. On the other hand, activities other than petroleum activities 
remain practically on the same level with slight positive and negative fluctua- 
tions in recent years." 


The total domestic demand in terms of constant values in 1979 and 1980 was also 
reduced and in 1981 it remained on a level similar to the one the year before. 


More than that, during the first half of 1982, we noted a further decline. Let 
us now look very briefly at the situation in the various sectors. 


Agricultural Sector 


"In spite of the rising trend in the domestic demand, the growth in 1979 and 1980 
was small and dropped approximately 1.5 percent in 1981 due to a decline in the 
output of cotton, peinuts, sugar cane, corn, and other items, primarily as 23 
result of the heavy rainfall. Shortages in the agriculture sector were made up 
with imports. For example, imports controlled by GMA or third parties went up 

17 percent in terms of volume and 40 percent in terms of value. Product prices 
also went up significantly. 


On the other hand, the output of rice, fruits, corfee, and cocoa was increased. 
The livestock subsector grew by 1.3 percent; dairy activities went up 3 percent 
while beef cattle results declined 1 percent and the crop subsector decreased 
4.2 percent. The agricultural sector is holding on to 6 percent of the total 
GNP and only 7 percent of the domestic economic activities. Here are the main 
problems in agriculture: 


(1) Low profitability; (2) strong government attention; (3) failures in marketing; 
(4) little in the way of technological advance; (5) failures in investment and 
financing; (6) high vulnerability to natural elements; (7) growing domestic 

market; (8) inadequate management skills; (9) insecurity; and (10) severe flight 
from the land by the peasant population. 


Manufacturing Industry 


In general terms, the real growth of the manufacturing industry for 1981 is esti- 
mated at 0.2 percent compared to a growth rate of 3.3 percent in 1980 and 5.1 per- 
cent in 1979. The most noteworthy reductions came in the textile industry, in 
furniture and accessories, chemical products, machine-building, and food. On the 
other hand, increases were recorded among other things in the beverage, shoe, 
transportation equipment, and petroleum byproducts industries. The manfacturing 
sector over the past 3 years has been staying between 15 percent and 16 percent 

of the GNP and 18 percent in terms of domestic economic activities. 
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In this sector we must single out the decline in the value added to the indus- 
trial GNP by the subsector of public enterprises, primarily the steel industry, 
aluminum, and the government sugar mills. On the other hand, the petrochemical 
industry grew by almost 6 percent in the areas of chemical products and ferti- 
lizers. Among other things, the manufacturing industry was affected by the 
following: Requirements for investment; operating costs, fluctuations in demand; 
government intervention; foreign competition (including smuggling); financing, 
borrowing, and liquidity; human resources; profitability; permissive attitudes; 
technological growth;price and subsidy controls; management capability; informa- 
tion; expectations; international markets and the world economy. 


Construction Industry 


this industry has been suffering a severe recession in recent years as a result 
of various factors: The decline in its output came to 9.7 percent in 1979; 16.5 
percent in 1980, and 2.6 percent in 1981. Ttis phenomenon can be detected pri- 
marily in the private sector of the economy which is most hard-hit by this re- 
cession. Total construction in the residential area last year dropped 14 per- 
cent while nonresidential construction went up 24 percent, primarily in the 
public sector. This sector has been hit by problems similar to those of the 
manufacturing industry, among which we might mention the following: Market, 
cost and prices, financing, profitabilty, permissive attitudes, management 
capacity, etc. 


Services 


Atter a decline of 2.2 percent in 1979 and 0.9 percent in 1980, this sector seems 
to show a slight improvement of 2.1 percent in 1981. Commercial activities, 
restaurants and hotels, at constant prices, show a significant decline over the 
past 3 years (down 5.3 percent, down 15.5 percent, and down 2.8 percent, res- 
pectively), including Corpomercadeo [marketing corporation?] and VENFERCA 
[Fertilizer Company of Venezuela]. This decline is primarily due to the high 
price levels, the low productivity, the low investment levels, and the effect of 
decline in the other sectors of the economy. 


The sector of transportation, storage, and communication showed a real growth of 
4,3 percent compared to a decline during the preceding 3 years amounting to 4.4 
percent in 1978 and 0.6 percent in 1980. 


The other services representing more than 60 percent of the economy's tertiary 
sector and including the financial sector, the government in general, community 
services and private services, over the past 2 years showed a growth rate of 2./ 
percent and 2.5 percent,respectively. The financial sectors and the government in 
general showed the greatest growth. 


"Although we have very few statistics on the private enterprise level, Krygier 
complains, “and although the information obtained through public channels is not 
abundant, nor timely, nor reliable, in determining the performance of the economy 
in general, we can on the basis of the available data outline the objective pic- 
ture of the situation we are experiencing in Venezuela right now. 


"For example, we note that borrowing, which by itself already was high, went up 
from 64 percent in 1978 to 76 percent in 1981. The debts are three times higher 
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